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Social Mobilization Beyond Ethnicity
In Activist Archives Doreen Lee tells the origins,
experiences, and legacy of the radical Indonesian
student movement that helped end the thirty-twoyear dictatorship in May 1998. Lee situates the revolt
as the most recent manifestation of student activists
claiming a political and historical inheritance passed
down by earlier generations of politicized youth.
Combining historical and ethnographic analysis of
"Generation 98," Lee offers rich depictions of the
generational structures, nationalist sentiments, and
organizational and private spaces that bound these
activists together. She examines the ways the
movement shaped new and youthful ways of looking,
seeing, and being—found in archival documents from
the 1980s and 1990s; the connections between
politics and place; narratives of state violence;
activists' experimental lifestyles; and the uneven
development of democratic politics on and off the
street. Lee illuminates how the interaction between
official history, collective memory, and performance
came to define youth citizenship and resistance in
Indonesia’s transition to the post-Suharto present.

Performing Southeast Asia
What is the relevance of civil society to people
empowerment, effective governance, and deepening
democracy? This book addresses this question by
examining the activities and public participation of
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non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the areas
of religion, ethnicity, gender and the environment.
Examples are taken from Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. State
regimes' attempts to co-opt the concept or reject it as
alien to "Asian values" have apparently not turned out
as expected. This is evident from the fact that many
Southeast Asian citizens are inspired by the civil
society concept and now engage in public discourse
and participation. The experience of civil society in
Southeast Asia shows that its impact -- or lack of
impact -- on democratization and democracy depends
on a variety of factors not only within civil society
itself, but also within the state.

Encyclopedia of Social Movement Media
The Routledge Handbook of Environmental Justice
presents an extensive and cutting-edge introduction
to the diverse, rapidly growing body of research on
pressing issues of environmental justice and injustice.
With wide-ranging discussion of current debates,
controversies, and questions in the history, theory,
and methods of environmental justice research,
contributed by over 90 leading social scientists,
natural scientists, humanists, and scholars from
professional disciplines from six continents, it is an
essential resource both for newcomers to this
research and for experienced scholars and
practitioners. The chapters of this volume examine
the roots of environmental justice activism, lay out
and assess key theories and approaches, and
consider the many different substantive issues that
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have been the subject of activism, empirical research,
and policy development throughout the world. The
Handbook features critical reviews of quantitative,
qualitative, and mixed methodological approaches
and explicitly addresses interdisciplinarity,
transdisciplinarity, and engaged research. Instead of
adopting a narrow regional focus, it tackles
substantive issues and presents perspectives from
political and cultural systems across the world, as well
as addressing activism for environmental justice at
the global scale. Its chapters do not simply review the
state of the art, but also propose new conceptual
frameworks and directions for research, policy, and
practice. Providing detailed but accessible overviews
of the complex, varied dimensions of environmental
justice and injustice, the Handbook is an essential
guide and reference not only for researchers engaged
with environmental justice, but also for
undergraduate and graduate teaching and for
policymakers and activists.

The Routledge Handbook of
Environmental Justice
This book examines the meaning of work for women
in contemporary Indonesia. It takes a broad definition
of work in order to interrogate assumptions about
work and economic activity, focusing on what women
themselves see as their work, which includes not only
paid employment, home life and child care, but also
activities surrounding ritual, healing and religious life.
It analyses the key issues, including the contrasts
between ‘new’ and ‘old’ forms of work, the
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relationship between experiences of migration and
work, and the ways in which religion – especially Islam
- shapes perceptions and practice of work. It
discusses women’s work in a range of different
settings, both rural and urban, and in different
locations, covering Sumatra, Bali, Lombok, Java,
Sulawesi and Kalimantan. A wide range of types of
employment are considered: agricultural labour,
industrial work and new forms of work in the tertiary
sector such as media and tourism, demonstrating how
capitalism, globalization and local culture together
produce gendered patterns of work with particular
statuses and identities. It address the question of the
meaning and valuing of women’s ‘traditional’ work, be
it agricultural labour, domestic work or other kinds of
reproductive labour, challenging assumptions of
women as ‘only’ mothers and housewives, and
demonstrating how women can negotiate new
definitions of ‘housewife’ by mobilizing kinship and
village relations to transcend conventional categories
such as wage labour and the domestic sphere.
Overall, this book is an important study of the
meaning of work for women in Indonesia.

Southeast Asia and the Civil Society
Gaze
"To earn a degree, every doctoral candidate should
go out to Harvard Square, find an audience, and
explain his [or her] dissertation". Everett
Mendelsohn's worldly advice to successive
generations of students, whether apocryphal or real,
has for over forty years spoken both to the essence of
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his scholarship, and to the role of the scholar. Possibly
no one has done more to establish the history of the
life sciences as a recognized university discipline in
the United States, and to inspire a critical concern for
the ways in which science and technology operate as
central features of Western society. This book is both
an act of homage and of commemoration to Professor
Mendelsohn on his 70th birthday. As befits its subject,
the work it presents is original, comparative, wideranging, and new. Since 1960, Everett Mendelsohn
has been identified with Harvard Univer sity, and with
its Department of the History of Science. Those that
know him as a teacher, will also know him as a
scholar. In 1968, he began- and after 30 years, has
just bequeathed to others - the editorship of the
Journal of the History of Biology, among the earliest
and one of the most important publications in its field.
At the same time, he has been a pioneer in the social
history and sociology of science. He has formed
particularly close working relationships with
colleagues in Sweden and Germany - as witnessed by
his editorial presence in the Sociology of Science
Yearbook.

Men and Masculinities in Southeast Asia
Social researchers in the past have paid surprisingly
little theoretical or empirical attention to movement
alliances. Strategic Alliances provides a pioneering set
of in-depth analyses of the circumstances leading to
these organizational alliances. Contributors
investigate coalition dynamics among social
movements, including antiwar, environmental, and
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labor movements, as well as ethnic organizations and
women's groups. While many of the essays examine
coalition formation in the United States, others
consider coalitions in Britain, the former East
Germany, East Asia, and Latin America. Contributors:
Paul Almeida, Texas A&M U; Elizabeth Borland,
College of New Jersey; Daniel B. Cornfield, Vanderbilt
U; Catherine Corrigall-Brown, U of British Columbia;
Mario Diani, U of Trento; Katja M. Guenther, UC
Riverside; Larry Isaac, Vanderbilt U; Isobel Lindsay,
Biggar, Scotland; David S. Meyer, UC Irvine; Brian
Obach, SUNY New Paltz; Dina G. Okamoto, UC Davis;
Christine Petit, UC Riverside; Derrick Purdue, U of the
West of England; Ellen Reese, UC Riverside; Benita
Roth, SUNY Binghamton; Suzanne Staggenborg, U of
Pittsburgh; Dawn Wiest, U of Memphis.

Islam, State and Society in Indonesia
This book offers an in-depth investigation of the
emergence and spread of social mobilizations that
transcend ethnicity in societies violently divided along
ethno-national lines. Using Bosnia Herzegovina as a
case study, the book explores episodes of
mobilization which have superseded ethno-nationalist
cleavages. Bosnia Herzegovina emerged from the
1992–95 war brutally impoverished and deeply
ethnically divided, representing a critical and
strategic case for the examination and understanding
of the dynamics of mobilization in such divided
societies. Despite difficult circumstances for civicbased collective action, social mobilizations in the
country have grown in size, number and intensity in
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recent years. Marked by citizen demand for
accountable governance, responsive urbanism, and
access to basic human rights, these protests have
been driven by economic, social and political
problems which cut across religious and ethnic
divides. Examining the variation in spatial and social
scale of contention, the book investigates
movements’ formation, their organizational structures
and networking strategies and advances research on
divided societies and social movements. This volume
will be of interest to scholars and researchers of
Southeastern Europe and those examining political
dissent, social movements and mobilization in divided
societies, as well as practitioners in civil society,
grassroots groups and political activists.

Strategic Alliances
This book discusses contemporary film in all the main
countries of Southeast Asia, and the social practices
and ideologies which films either represent or oppose.
It shows how film acquires signification through
cultural interpretation, and how film also serves as a
site of contestations between social and political
agents seeking to promote, challenge, or erase
certain meanings, messages or ideas from public
circulation. A unique feature of the book is that it
focuses as much on films as it does on the societies
from which these films emerge: it considers the
reasons for film-makers taking the positions they
take; the positions and counter-positions taken; the
response of different communities; and the extent to
which these interventions are connected to global
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flows of culture and capital. The wide range of
subjects covered include documentaries as political
interventions in Singapore; political film-makers’
collectives in the Philippines, and films about
prostitution in Cambodia and patriotism in Malaysia,
and the Chinese in Indonesia. The book analyses films
from Burma, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Thailand,
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and the Philippines,
across a broad range of productions – such as
mainstream and independent features across genres
(for example comedy, patriotic, political, historical
genres) alongside documentary, classic and diasporic
films.

Cultural Renewal in Cambodia
Activists in Transition examines the relationship
between social movements and democratization in
Indonesia. Collectively, progressive social movements
have played a critical role over in ensuring that
different groups of citizens can engage directly
in—and benefit from—the political process in a way
that was not possible under authoritarianism.
However, their individual roles have been different,
with some playing a decisive role in the
destabilization of the regime and others serving as
bell-weathers of the advancement, or otherwise, of
Indonesia's democracy in the decades since. Equally
important, democratization has affected social
movements differently depending on the form taken
by each movement during the New Order period. The
book assesses the contribution that nine progressive
social movements have made to the democratization
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of Indonesia since the late 1980s, and how, in turn,
each of those movements has been influenced by
democratization.

Middle Class, Civil Society and
Democracy in Asia
We live in a world populated not just by individuals
but by figures, those larger-than-life people who in
some way express and challenge our conventional
understandings of social types. This innovative and
collaborative work takes up the wide range of figures
that populate the social and cultural imaginaries of
contemporary Southeast Asia—some familiar only in
specific places, others recognizable across the region
and even globally. It puts forward a series of
ethnographic portraits of figures that represent and
give voice to something larger than themselves,
offering a view into social life that is at once highly
particular and general. They include the Muslim
Television Preacher in Indonesia, Miss Beer Lao, the
Rural DJ in Thailand, the Korean Soap Opera Junkie in
Burma, the Filipino Seaman, and the Photo Retoucher
in Vietnam. Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity
brings together the fieldwork of over eighty scholars
and covers the nine major countries of the region:
Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and
Vietnam. An introduction outlines important social
transformations in Southeast Asia and key theoretical
and methodological innovations that result from
ethnographic attention to the study of key figures.
Each section begins with an introduction by a country
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editor followed by short essays offering vivid and
intimate portraits set against the background of
contemporary Southeast Asia. The result is a volume
that combines scholarly rigor with a meaningful, up-todate portrayal of a region of the world undergoing
rapid change. A reference bibliography offers
suggestions for further reading. Figures of Southeast
Asia Modernity is an ideal teaching tool for
introductory classes to Southeast Asia studies,
anthropology, and geography.

East Asian Social Movements
With thirty-two original chapters reflecting cutting
edge content throughout developed and developing
Asia, Women of Asia: Globalization, Development, and
Gender Equity is a comprehensive anthology that
contributes significantly to understanding
globalization’s transformative process and the
resulting detrimental and beneficial consequences for
women in the four major geographic regions of
Asia—East Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia, and
Eurasia/Central Asia—as it gives "voice" to women
and provides innovative ways through which salient
understudied issues pertaining to Asian women’s
situation are brought to the forefront.

Resisting Dictatorship
Engaging all communication media this one-volume
encyclopedia includes around 250 essays on the
varied experiences of social movement media
internationally in the 20th and 21st centuries.
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Activist Archives
Heritage processes vary according to cultural,
national, geographical, and historical contexts. This
volume is unique in that it is dedicated to
approaching the analysis of heritage through the
concepts of social movements. Adapting the latest
developments in the field of social movements, the
chapters examine the formation, use and contestation
of heritage by various official, non-official and activist
players and the spaces where such ongoing
negotiations and contestation take place. By bringing
social movements into heritage studies, the book
advocates a shift of perspective in understanding
heritage, one that is no longer bound by (at times
arbitrary) divisions such as those assumed between
the state and people or between experts and nonexperts.

Human Rights and Participatory Politics
in Southeast Asia
Islamic powers in secular countries have presented a
challenge for states around the world, including
Indonesia, home to the largest Muslim population as
well as the third largest democracy in the world. This
book explores the history of the relationships between
Islam, state, and society in Indonesia with a focus on
local politics in Madura. It identifies and explains
factors that have shaped and characterized the
development of contemporary Islam and politics in
Madura and recognizes and elucidates forms and
aspects of the relationships between Islam and
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politics; between state and society; between conflicts
and accommodations; between piety, tradition and
violence in that area, and the forms and characters of
democratization and decentralization processes in
local politics. This book shows how the area’s
experience in dealing with Islam and politics may
illuminate the socio-political trajectory of other
developing Muslim countries at present living through
comparable democratic transformations. Madura was
chosen because it has one of the most complex
relationships between Islam and politics during the
last years of the New Order and the first years of the
post-New Order in Indonesia, and because it is a
strong Muslim area with a history of a very strong
religious as well as cultural tradition than is commonly
understood and is largely ignored in literature on
Islam and politics. Based on extensive sets of
anthropological fieldwork and historical research, this
book makes an important contribution to the analysis
of Islam and politics in Indonesia and future sociopolitical trajectory of other developing Muslim
countries experiencing comparable democratic
transformations. It will be of interest to academics in
the field of Religion and Politics and Southeast Asian
Studies, in particular Southeast Asian politics,
anthropology and history.

Film in Contemporary Southeast Asia
Papers from a workshop on Language, Nation and
Development in Southeast Asia held in Singapore,
2003.
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Filipino American Transnational Activism
This book investigates the role of women and labour
activism in Asia, demonstrating that women have
been active in union and non union based campaigns
throughout the region. Although focusing primarily on
women, the contributions to this book address issues
that affect all workers. Chapters on China, India,
Japan, Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Thailand
and Bangladesh examine the part that female labour
activism has played inside, and outside, formal union
movements. Whilst documenting the peculiar factors
characterising individual national contexts, the book
emphasises the similarities in women’s experiences of
union and labour activism and the barriers women
labour activists have faced. It considers the
relationships between women union members and
activists and male officials and union members, links
with other social movements – particularly the
broader women’s movement – and the details of
specific labour campaigns and struggles. In doing so,
it provides a full account of the role of women in
union activism in Asia, covering all the major
economies of the region, and successfully challenging
the prevailing conception of Asian women workers as
passive and uninterested in industrial issues.

Science, History and Social Activism
This work traces the early rise and subsequent
decline of politically effective student activism in
Malaysia. During the 1970s, the state embarked on a
project of "intellectual containment" that both
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suppressed ongoing mobilization of university
students and delegitimized further activism. That
project has been notably successful in curbing
student protest, erasing a legacy of past engagement,
and stemming the production of potentially
subversive new ideas. Innovative student proposals
for reform that were once sanctioned and even
welcomed (within bounds) are now illicit and
discouraged, reflecting not only changes in Malaysia's
political regime, but changes in the political culture
overall. This incisive study sheds new light on the
dynamics of mobilization and on the key role of
students and universities in postcolonial political
development. This analysis is based on extensive
research, including interviews with dozens of past and
present student activists and a close study of
archives, government reports, firsthand accounts, and
student publications extending over decades. Student
Activism in Malaysia traces how higher education and
student activism have developed and interacted,
beginning with the start of tertiary education in early
twentieth-century Singapore and extending to presentday Malaysia. In the process, Weiss calls into question
the conventional wisdom that Malaysian
students—and Malaysians overall—have become
"apathetic." The author demonstrates that this
apparent state of apathy is not inevitable, cultural, or
natural, but is the outcome of a sustained project of
pacification and depoliticization carried out by an
ambitiously developmental state.

Language, Nation and Development in
Southeast Asia
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This book brings together extensive recent innovative
research on the study of men and masculinities in
Southeast Asia. Drawing on rich ethnographic
fieldwork from Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, the
Philippines, Singapore, Indonesia and Timor-Leste, the
book examines both dominant and marginal
constructions of heterosexual masculinity and the
ways in which these are performed in different
localized contexts in insular and mainland Southeast
Asia. Through the presentation of detailed
ethnographic studies on topics ranging from the
professional practices of Filipino merchant seafarers
to the sex lives of Thai migrant workers to the standover tactics of Indonesian gangsters, the authors in
this collection challenge the idea of emerging
globalizing forms of masculinities. Where existing
studies of gender in Asia tend to concentrate on
women, East Asia and gay men, this book fills a
significant gap and demonstrates, overall, how
gender, ethnicity, class, sexuality and nationality
shape contemporary understandings of what it means
to be a âe~manâe(tm) in contemporary Southeast
Asia.

The Politics of Accountability in
Southeast Asia
This volume addresses the question of the Hadhrami
Identity in Southeast Asia from various perspectives,
and investigates the patterns of the Hahdrami
interaction with diverse cultures, values and beliefs in
the region. Special attention is also paid to the
Hadhrami local and transnational politics, social
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stratification and in Southeast Asia.

Student Activism in Asia
"Brings together cutting-edge accounts of social
movements concerned with civil and political rights,
globalization, peace, the environment, migrant and
factory labour, the rights of middle- and working-class
women, and sexual identity in an overarching
framework of analysis that forefronts the importance
of human rights and the state as a focus for social
activism in a region characterized by a history of
authoritarian developmentalism and weak civil
society"--Provided by publisher.

Digital Activism in Asia Reader
In the study of civil society and social movements,
most cases are based in Western Europe and North
America. These two areas of the world have similar
histories and political ideals and structures in
common which in turn, affect the structure of its civil
society. In studying civil society in Asia, a different
understanding of history, politics, and society is
needed. The region’s long traditions of centralized,
authoritarian states buttressed by Confucian and in
some cases Communist ideologies may render this
concept irrelevant. The chapters in this international
volume cover most of the areas and countries
traditionally defined as belonging to East Asia: Japan,
Taiwan, South Korea, Hong Kong, Singapore and
China. The case studies included in this volume
confront the utility of using the Western concept of
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civil society, represented in its most active form –
social movements – to think about East Asia popular
politics. Along with providing an array of important
case studies of social movements in East Asia, the
introduction, chapters and conclusion in the book take
up three major theoretical questions: the effect of the
East Asian cultural, social and institutional context
upon the mobilization, activities and outcomes of
social movements in that region, the role of social
movements in larger transformative processes, utility
of Western social movement concepts in explaining
social movements in East Asia. This book will be of
interest to two major groups of readers, those who
study East Asia and those who pursue social
movements and civil society, as well as politics more
generally.

Contemporary Southeast Asia
Books on Southeast Asian nationalist movements
make very little - if any - mention of women in their
ranks. Biographical studies of politically active women
in Southeast Asia are also rare. Women in Southeast
Asian Nationalist Movements makes a strong case for
the significance of women's involvement in nationalist
movements and for the diverse impact of those
movements on the lives of individual women activists.
Some of the 12 women whose political activities are
discussed in this volume are well known, while others
are not. Some of them participated in armed
struggles, while others pursued peaceful ways of
achieving national independence. The authors show
women negotiating their own subjectivity and agency
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at the confluence of colonialism, patriarchal
traditions, and modern ideals of national and personal
emancipation. They also illustrate the constraints
imposed on them by wider social and political
structures, and show what it was like to live as a
political activist in different times and places. Fully
documented and drawing on wider scholarship, this
book will be of interest to students of Southeast Asian
history and politics as well as readers with a particular
interest in women, nationalism and political activism.

Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity
Agrarian transformations, market integration and
globalization processes are impacting upon rural
Southeast Asia with increasingly complex and diverse
consequences. In response, local inhabitants are
devising a broad range of resistance measures that
they feel will best protect or improve their livelihoods,
ensure greater social justice and equity, or allow them
to just be left alone. This book develops a multi-scalar
approach to examine such resistance occurring in
relation to agrarian transformations in the Southeast
Asian region. The contributors take a fresh look at the
diversity of sites of struggle and the combinations of
resistance measures being utilized in contemporary
Southeast Asia. They reveal that open public conflicts
and debates are taking place between dominators
and the oppressed, at the same time as covert
critiques of power and everyday forms of resistance.
The book shows how resistance measures are context
contingent, shaped by different world views, and shift
according to local circumstances, the opening and
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closing of political opportunity structures, and the
historical peculiarities of resistance dynamics. By
providing new conceptual approaches and illustrative
case studies that cut across scales and forms, this
book will be of interest to academics and students in
comparative politics, sociology, human geography,
environmental studies, cultural anthropology and
Southeast Asian studies. It will also help to further
debate and action among academics, activists and
policymakers.

Virtual Activism
In Human Rights and Participatory Politics in
Southeast Asia, Catherine Renshaw recounts an
extraordinary period of human rights institutionbuilding in Southeast Asia. She begins her account in
2007, when the ten members of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) signed the ASEAN
charter, committing members for the first time to
principles of human rights, democracy, and the rule of
law. In 2009, the ASEAN Intergovernmental
Commission on Human Rights was established with a
mandate to uphold internationally recognized human
rights standards. In 2013, the ASEAN Human Rights
Declaration was adopted as a framework for human
rights cooperation in the region and a mechanisim for
ASEAN community building. Renshaw explains why
these developments emerged when they did and
assesses the impact of these institutions in the first
decade of their existence. In her examination of
ASEAN, Renshaw asks how human rights can be
implemented in and between states that are
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politically diverse—Vietnam and Laos are Communist;
Brunei Darussalam is an Islamic sultanate; Myanmar
is in transition from a military dictatorship; the
Philippines and Indonesia are established multiparty
democracies; while the remaining members are less
easily defined. Renshaw cautions that ASEAN is
limited in its ability to shape the practices of its
members because it lacks a preponderance of
democratic states. However, she concludes that, in
the absence of a global legalized human rights order,
the most significant practical advancements in the
promotion of human rights have emerged from
regional institutions such as the ASEAN.

Routledge Handbook of Civil Society in
Asia
The study of urbanization in Southeast Asia has been
a growing field of research over the past decades. The
Routledge Handbook of Urbanization in Southeast
Asia offers a collection of the major streams and
themes in the studies of the cities in the region. A
focus on the urbanization process rather than the city
as an object opens the topic more broadly to bring
together different perspectives. This timely handbook
presents these diverse views to build a clearer
understanding of theoretical contributions of urban
studies in Southeast Asia and to provide a complete
collection of scholarly works that are thematically
structured and a useful tool for teaching urbanization
in Southeast Asia. Following the introduction by the
editor, the handbook is structured along central,
emerging themes. It contains six parts, which are
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each introduced by the editor: Theorizing
Urbanization in Southeast Asia Migration, Networks
and Identities Development and Discontents
Environmental Governance The Social Production of
the Urban Fabric Social Change and Alternative
Development This handbook will be an essential
reference work for scholars interested in Urban
Studies, cities and urbanization in Asia, and Southeast
Asian Studies.

Heritage Movements in Asia
This lively survey of the peoples, cultures, and
societies of Southeast Asia introduces a region of
tremendous geographic, linguistic, historical, and
religious diversity. Encompassing both mainland and
island countries, these engaging essays describe
personhood and identity, family and household
organization, nation-states, religion, popular culture
and the arts, the legacies of war and recovery,
globalization, and the environment. Throughout, the
focus is on the daily lives and experiences of ordinary
people. Most of the essays are original to this volume,
while a few are widely taught classics. All were
chosen for their timeliness and interest, and are
ideally suited for the classroom.

Agrarian Angst and Rural Resistance in
Contemporary Southeast Asia
This book provides the first detailed, yet accessible,
ethnographic case study looking at changes in LGBT
activism in Singapore.
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Labour Migration and Human Trafficking
in Southeast Asia
Performing Southeast Asia: Performance, Politics and
the Contemporary is an important reconsideration of
the histories and practices of theatre and
performance in a fluid and dynamic region that is also
experiencing an overarching politics of complexity,
precarity and populist authoritarian tendencies. In a
substantial introductory essay and essays by leading
scholars, activists and practitioners working inside the
region, the book explores fundamental questions for
the arts. The book asks how theatre contributes to
and/or addresses the political condition in the
contemporary moment, how does it represent the
complexity of experiences in peoples’ daily lives and
how does theatre engage in forms of political activism
and enable a diversity of voices to flourish. The book
shows how, in an age of increasingly violent politics,
political institutions become sites for bad actors and
propaganda. Forces of biopolitics, neo-liberalism and
religious and ethnic nationalism intersect in
unpredictable ways with decolonial practices – all of
which the book argues are forces that define the
contemporary moment. Indeed, by putting the focus
on contemporary politics in the region alongside the
diversity of practices in contemporary theatre, we see
a substantial reformation of the idea of the
contemporary moment, not as a cosmopolitan and
elite artistic practice but as a multivalent agent of
change in both aesthetic and political terms. With its
focus on community activism and the creative
possibilities of the performing arts the region,
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Performing Southeast Asia, is a timely intervention
that brings us to a new understanding of how
contemporary Southeast Asia has become a site of
contest, struggle and reinvention of the relations
between the arts and society. Peter Eckersall The
Graduate Center City University of New York
Performing Southeast Asia – with chapters concerned
with how regional theatres seek contextuallygrounded, yet post-national(istic) forms; how history
and tradition shape but do not hold down
contemporary theatre; and how, in the editors’ words,
such artistic encounters could result in theatres ‘that
do not merely attend to matters of cultural heritage,
tradition or history, but instead engage overtly with
theatre and performance in the contemporary’ –
contributes to the possibility of understanding what
options for an artistically transubstantiated now-ness
may be: to the possibility, that is, of what might be
called a ‘Present-Tense Theatre’. C. J. W.-L. Wee
Professor of English Nanyang Technological University
Performing Southeast Asia examines contemporary
performance practices and their relationship with
politics and governance in Southeast Asia in the
twenty-first century. In a region haunted historically
by strongman politics, authoritarianism and
militarism, religious tension and ethnic strife, the
chapters reveal how contemporary theatre and
performances in the present reflect yet challenge
dominant socio-political discourses. The authors
analyse works of political commitment and conviction,
created and performed by Southeast Asian artists, as
modes and platforms of reaction and resistance to the
shifting political climates that inform contemporary
life in urban Southeast Asia. The discussions center on
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issues of state hegemonies and biopolitics, finance
and sponsorship, social liberalism and conservatism,
the relevance of history and tradition, and
globalisation and cultural practice. These diverse yet
related concerns converge on an examination of the
efficacies of theatre and performance as means of
political intervention and transformation that point to
alternative embodiments of political consciousness
through which artists propose critical options for
rethinking the state, citizenship, identity and
belonging in a time of seismic socio-political change.
The editors also reframe an understanding of ‘the
contemporary’ not simply as a temporal adjective but,
in the context of present Southeast Asia, as a
geopolitical condition that shapes artistic and
performance practices.

Everyday Life in Southeast Asia
Southeast Asia is one of the world's most diverse and
complex regions. At times it has been a beacon of
hope for the developing world, at other times it has
been synonymous with insecurity and economic
failure. The second edition of this popular and
critically acclaimed text has been extensively revised
throughout and provides up-to-date coverage of the
forces and dynamics that are shaping the region at
both the national and regional level. Contemporary
Southeast Asia contains specially commissioned
chapters – including seven which are entirely new to
this edition – from leading area specialists. Carefully
edited to ensure systematic coverage of key areas, it
provides an accessible and thematically-structured
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comparative introduction to Southeast Asia and its
distinctive patterns of strategic, political, economic
and social organisation.

Women in Southeast Asian Nationalist
Movements
Vincent Boudreau's book compares state repression in
three post-war dictatorships under Burma's Ne Win,
Indonesia's Suharto and the Philippines' Ferdinand
Marcos. In each case the dictator faced distinct social
challenges and responded with specifically tailored
repressive strategies. These strategies shaped the
resources, social bases and opposition cultures
available to dissidents and in turn influenced the
effectiveness of that opposition. The author balances
his first-hand research in the countries in question
with the social movements literature to consider the
long-term interactions between the regimes and their
societies in the wake of repression, and the
emergence of the democracy movements which
followed. This is a thought-provoking book, which
offers a truly comparative study on dictatorship,
resistance and democracy in South East Asia. As such,
it will be invaluable to students, as well as to those
involved in policy making and commentating on the
region.

Activists in Transition
As developing countries with recent histories of
isolation and extreme poverty, followed by restoration
and reform, both Cambodia and Vietnam have seen
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new opportunities and demands for non-state actors
to engage in and manage the effects of rapid socioeconomic transformation. This book examines how in
both countries, civil society actors and the state
manage their relationship to one another in an
environment that is continuously shaped and
(re)constructed by changing legislation, collaboration
and negotiation, advocacy and protest, and social
control. Further, it explores the countries’ divergent
experiences whilst also uncovering the underlying
basis and drivers of civil society activity that are
shared by Cambodia and Vietnam. Crucially, this book
engages with the contested nature of civil society and
how it is socially constructed through research and
development activities, by looking at contemporary
discourses and manifestations of civil society in the
two countries, including national and community-level
organisations, associations, and networks that
operate in a variety of sectors, such as gender, the
environment and health. Drawing on extensive
fieldwork conducted in Cambodia and Vietnam, this
book will be of huge interest to students and scholars
of Southeast Asian studies, Southeast Asian politics,
development studies and civil society.

South Korean Social Movements
This book offers a timely analysis of the tripartite links
between the middle class, civil society and
democratic experiences in Northeast and Southeast
Asia. It aims to go beyond the two popular theoretical
propositions in current democratic theory, which
emphasise the bilateral connections between the
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middle class and democracy on one hand and civil
society and democracy on the other. Instead, using
national case studies, this volume attempts to provide
a new comparative typological interpretation of the
triple relationship in Taiwan, South Korea, the
Philippines, Indonesia and Thailand. Presenting a
careful analysis and delineation of historical
democratic transformation over the past thirty years,
three discernible typologies emerge. Namely, there
are positive links in Taiwan and South Korea, dubious
links in the Philippines and Indonesia, and negative
links in Thailand. Middle Class, Civil Society and
Democracy in Asia will be of interest to students and
scholars of Asian politics and democracy.

Civil Society in Southeast Asia
The digital turn might as well be marked as an Asian
turn. From flash-mobs in Taiwan to feminist
mobilisations in India, from hybrid media strategies of
Syrian activists to cultural protests in Thailand, we
see the emergence of political acts that transform the
citizen from being a beneficiary of change to
becoming an agent of change. In co-shaping these
changes, what the digital shall be used for, and what
its consequences will be, are both up for speculation
and negotiation. Digital Activism in Asia marks a
particular shift where these questions are no longer
being refracted through the ICT4D logic, or the West's
attempts to save Asia from itself, but shaped by
multiplicity, unevenness, and urgencies of digital sites
and users in Asia. This reader crowd-sources critical
tools, concepts, analyses, and annotations, selfPage 28/34
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identified by a network of change makers in Asia as
important in their own practices within their own
contexts.

Routledge Handbook of Urbanization in
Southeast Asia
The Routledge Handbook of Civil Society in Asia is an
interdisciplinary resource, covering one of the most
dynamically expanding sectors in contemporary Asia.
Originally a product of Western thinking, civil society
represents a particular set of relationships between
the state and either society or the individual. Each
culture, however, molds its own version of civil
society, reflecting its most important values and
traditions. This handbook provides a comprehensive
survey of the directions and nuances of civil society,
featuring contributions by leading specialists on Asian
society from the fields of political science, sociology,
anthropology, and other disciplines. Comprising thirtyfive essays on critical topics and issues, it is divided
into two main sections: Part I covers country specific
reviews, including Japan, China, South Korea, India,
and Singapore. Part II offers a series of thematic
chapters, such as democratization, social enterprise,
civic activism, and the media. As an analysis of Asian
social, cultural, and political phenomena from the
perspective of civil society in the post-World War
IIera, this book will be useful to students and scholars
of Asian Studies, Asian Politics, and Comparative
Politics.

Student Activism in Malaysia
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This book narrates the establishment of a cultural
project in post-war Cambodia. It depicts a country at
the crossroads of conflicting imaginaries, and shows,
through the Centre for Khmer Studies’ story, how the
neoliberal agenda of ‘northern’ academic institutions
effectively constrain alternative ‘southern’ visions of
development.

The Hadhrami Diaspora in Southeast
Asia
Since the signing of the UN Trafficking Protocol, antitrafficking laws, policies and other initiatives have
been implemented at the local, national and regional
levels. These activities have received little scholarly
attention. This volume aims to begin to fill this gap by
documenting the micro-processes through which an
anti-trafficking framework has been translated,
implemented and resisted in mainland and island
Southeast Asia. The detailed ethnographic accounts in
this collection examine the everyday practices of the
diverse range of actors involved in trafficking-like
practices and in anti-trafficking initiatives. In
demonstrating how the anti-trafficking framework has
become influential – and even over-determining – in
some border sites and yet remains mostly irrelevant
in others, the chapters in this collection explore the
complex connections between labour migration,
migrant smuggling and human trafficking.

Social Activism in Southeast Asia
This book explores the evolution of social movements
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in South Korea by focusing on how they have become
institutionalized and diffused in the democratic
period. The contributors explore the transformation of
Korean social movements from the democracy
campaigns of the 1970s and 1980s to the rise of civil
society struggles after 1987. South Korea was ruled
by successive authoritarian regimes from 1948 to
1987 when the government decided to re-establish
direct presidential elections. The book contends that
the transition to a democratic government was
motivated, in part, by the pressure from social
movement groups that fought the state to bring about
such democracy. After the transition, however, the
movement groups found themselves in a qualitatively
different political context which in turn galvanized the
evolution of the social movement sector. Including an
impressive array of case studies ranging from the
women's movement, to environmental NGOs, and
from cultural production to law, the contributors to
this book enrich our understanding of the
democratization process in Korea, and show that the
social movement sector remains an important player
in Korean politics today. This book will appeal to
students and scholars of Korean studies, Asian
politics, political history and social movements.

Women of Asia
Since World War II, students in East and Southeast
Asia have led protest movements that toppled
authoritarian regimes in countries such as Indonesia,
South Korea, and Thailand. Elsewhere in the region,
student protests have shaken regimes until they were
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brutally suppressed--most famously in China's
Tiananmen Square and in Burma. But despite their
significance, these movements have received only a
fraction of the notice that has been given to American
and European student protests of the 1960s and
1970s. The first book in decades to redress this
neglect, Student Activism in Asia tells the story of
student protest movements across Asia. Taking an
interdisciplinary, comparative approach, the
contributors examine ten countries, focusing on those
where student protests have been particularly fierce
and consequential: China, Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan,
South Korea, Indonesia, Burma, Malaysia, Thailand,
and the Philippines. They explore similarities and
differences among student movements in these
countries, paying special attention to the influence of
four factors: higher education systems, students'
collective identities, students' relationships with ruling
regimes, and transnational flows of activist ideas and
inspirations. The authors include leading specialists
on student activism in each of the countries
investigated. Together, these experts provide a rich
picture of an important tradition of political protest
that has ebbed and flowed but has left indelible marks
on Asia's sociopolitical landscape. Contributors:
Patricio N. Abinales, U of Hawaii, Manoa; Prajak
Kongkirati, Thammasat U, Thailand; Win Min, Vahu
Development Institute; Stephan Ortmann, City U of
Hong Kong; Mi Park, Dalhousie U, Canada; Patricia G.
Steinhoff, U of Hawaii, Manoa; Mark R. Thompson, City
U of Hong Kong; Teresa Wright, California State U,
Long Beach.
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Women and Work in Indonesia
Filipino American Transnational Activism: Diasporic
Politics among the Second Generation offers an
account of how U.S. born and raised Filipinos engage
in Philippines, “homeland”-oriented activism.

Women and Labour Organizing in Asia
This book examines different ideologies and related
political coalitions forming the bases of movements
for accountability reform in Southeast Asia.
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