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Organized Crime and American Power
The Oxford Handbook of Organized Crime provides an informed, authoritative, and
comprehensive overview of current knowledge about the nature and effects of the
principal forms of organized crime, as well as the type and effectiveness of efforts
to prevent and control them.

Made Men
Until recently, dominant theoretical paradigms in the comparative social sciences
did not highlight states as organizational structures or as potentially autonomous
actors. Indeed, the term 'state' was rarely used. Current work, however,
increasingly views the state as an agent which, although influenced by the society
that surrounds it, also shapes social and political processes. The contributors to
this volume, which includes some of the best recent interdisciplinary scholarship
on states in relation to social structures, make use of theoretically engaged
comparative and historical investigations to provide improved conceptualizations
of states and how they operate. Each of the book's major parts presents a related
set of analytical issues about modern states, which are explored in the context of a
wide range of times and places, both contemporary and historical, and in
developing and advanced-industrial nations. The first part examines state
strategies in newly developing countries. The second part analyzes war making
and state making in early modern Europe, and discusses states in relation to the
post-World War II international economy. The third part pursues new insights into
how states influence political cleavages and collective action. In the final chapter,
the editors bring together the questions raised by the contributors and suggest
tentative conclusions that emerge from an overview of all the articles. As a
programmatic work that proposes new directions for the analysis of modern states,
the volume will appeal to a wide range of teachers and students of political
science, political economy, sociology, history, and anthropology.
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East Side, West Side
The first English-language book to document the men who emerged from the
gulags to become Russia's much-feared crime class: the vory v zakone Mark
Galeotti is the go-to expert on organized crime in Russia, consulted by
governments and police around the world. Now, Western readers can explore the
fascinating history of the vory v zakone, a group that has survived and thrived
amid the changes brought on by Stalinism, the Cold War, the Afghan War, and the
end of the Soviet experiment. The vory--as the Russian mafia is also known--was
born early in the twentieth century, largely in the Gulags and criminal camps,
where they developed their unique culture. Identified by their signature tattoos,
members abided by the thieves' code, a strict system that forbade all paid
employment and cooperation with law enforcement and the state. Based on two
decades of on-the-ground research, Galeotti's captivating study details the vory's
journey to power from their early days to their adaptation to modern-day Russia's
free-wheeling oligarchy and global opportunities beyond.

Global Organized Crime
While other cities are credited for birthing and honing the legendary crime figures
who inevitably influenced and shaped their susceptible surroundings and culture,
Miami is where the Mob, like many American citizens, often turned when seeking
vacation, vice, or a new beginning. Dating back to the first quarter of the 20th
century, resourceful gangsters from across the nation recognized the profitable
business opportunities Miami could provide with its booming population, perfect
year-round climate, cooperative law enforcement, and mutual understanding
among otherwise rival gangs. The promise of an open city, free from familiar
encumbrances and restrictions, prompted eager mobsters from around the country
to migrate south and trade in their suits and fedoras for swim trunks and flip-flops.
Organized Crime in Miami examines the considerable yet heavily underpublicized
involvement of the American Mafia in South Florida and its lasting impact on the
community through their business activities, both illegal and within the confines of
the law.

Crime and the American Dream
While the later history of the New York Mafia has received extensive attention,
what has been conspicuously absent until now is an accurate and conversant
review of the formative years of Mafia organizational growth. David Critchley
examines the Mafia recruitment process, relations with Mafias in Sicily, the role of
non-Sicilians in New York’s organized crime Families, kinship connections, the
Black Hand, the impact of Prohibition, and allegations that a "new" Mafia was
created in 1931. This book will interest Historians, Criminologists, and anyone
fascinated by the American Mafia.

Organized Crime
Authored by Steven Messner and Richard Rosenfeld, both highly respected
scholars and researchers, CRIME AND THE AMERICAN DREAM, 5th Edition is the
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seminal work in a major segment of criminological theory. The foundation of the
book is institutional anomie theory (an offshoot of Mertonian anomie theory), which
the authors posit helps to explain why America's over-emphasis on the pursuit of
materialistic gain contributes to the country's high rate of violent crime. Featuring
a very clear and accessible writing style, this is a theory book that students will
actually understand. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.

The CIA as Organized Crime
Contributors offer a wide range of challenges to commonly-held views on
transnational crime and approaches to fighting it, suggesting that current
international policies follow an American model that exaggerates its threat out of
proportion.

The Business of Crime
Organized Crime From the obscure origin of the term Mafia to the hit TV series The
Sopranos, Lunde, who, according to his bio, has long been interested in the
structure and spread of organized crime, surveys a subculture that most lawabiding readers will hope they never directly encounter. In the first section, What Is
Organized Crime?, the author gives a succinct overview, then in part two identifies
four major areas of criminal activity: Exploiting the Human Condition, Supplying
the Illicit, Extortion and Protection and Manipulating Money. The bulk of the book
focuses on crime groups by geographic or cultural origin, starting with the Sicilian
Mafia and including those that operate in Britain, Russia, Japan, China, the U.S.,
Mexico and South America. Color and sepia-toned illustrations, ranging from
photos of such recent white-collar felons as Nick Leeson and Michael Milken to mug
shots of such legendary mobsters as Al Capone and grimly similar pictures of
bloody victims of gangland hits, perfectly complement the incisive text. FYI: James
Morton (Gangland International) is credited as the associate author.Looking at the
characteristics, resources, and strategies of organized crime from around the world
and the social, political, and economic context in which they function, Organized
Crime provides a fascinating and in-depth account of the criminal underworld and
its inhabitants. From Al Capone and Pablo Escobar to the lesser-known Russian,
Chinese, and Southeast-Asian crime figures, this is an insider's guide to each
organization's origins, codes of conduct, and control of illegal markets-and the lawenforcement agencies and justice systems around the world that try to stop them.

Bringing the State Back In
Ever dynamic, organized crime continues to change. For example, efforts to
combat one aspect of the phenomenon, the American Mafia, have reached high
levels of prosecutorial success -- resulting in a decline in the organization's relative
importance. Meanwhile, criminal organizations operating on a global scale have
become more sophisticated and more threatening, and additional crime groups
have been added to the pantheon we refer to as organized crime. Reflecting
changes that have occurred in recent years, this eleventh edition updates
information and analyses of organized crime, including how criminal groups around
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the world are organized; the widening of their business activities; and the statutes,
agencies, and techniques used to combat them. Important Notice: Media content
referenced within the product description or the product text may not be available
in the ebook version.

Double Crossed
Gangsters like Al Capone and Lucky Luciano are infamous as figureheads of
organized crime, which is now synonymous with criminal groups such as the Mafia.
Michael Woodiwiss reveals a more disturbing side to organized crime, in which
government officals and wider business communities are deeply complicit.
Woodiwiss shows how control policies on systematized crime are mired in
corruption, legitimizing repression and concealing failure. Delving into attempts to
implement such policies in the US, Italy and the UK, Woodiwiss reveals little-known
manifestations of organized crime among the political and corporate
establishments. Woodiwiss examines those who constructed and then benefitted
from this mythmaking. These include the Italian dictator Benito Mussolini,
opportunistic American politicians and officials and, more recently, law
enforcement bureaucracies, led by the FBI. -- from back cover.

Inspector Oldfield and the Black Hand Society
The thrilling and true account of racketeering and union corruption in mid-century
New York, when unions and the mob were locked in a power struggle that
reverberates to this day In 1949, in New York City’s crowded Garment District, a
union organizer named William Lurye was stabbed to death by a mob assassin.
Through the lens of this murder case, prize-winning authors David Witwer and
Catherine Rios explore American labor history at its critical turning point, drawing
on FBI case files and the private papers of investigative journalists who first broke
the story. A narrative that originates in the garment industry of mid-century New
York, which produced over 80 percent of the nation’s dresses at the time, Murder
in the Garment District quickly moves to a national stage, where congressional anticorruption hearings gripped the nation and forever tainted the reputation of
American unions. Replete with elements of a true-crime thriller, Murder in the
Garment District includes a riveting cast of characters, from wheeling and dealing
union president David Dubinsky to the notorious gangster Abe Chait and the
crusading Robert F. Kennedy, whose public duel with Jimmy Hoffa became frontpage news. Deeply researched and grounded in the street-level events that put
people’s lives and livelihoods at stake, Murder in the Garment District is destined
to become a classic work of history—one that also explains the current troubled
state of unions in America.

Organized Crime
We hold many assumptions about police work—that it is the responsibility of the
state, or that police officers are given the right to kill in the name of public safety
or self-defense. But in The Killing Consensus, Graham Denyer Willis shows how in
São Paulo, Brazil, killing and the arbitration of “normal” killing in the name of social
order are actually conducted by two groups—the police and organized crime—both
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operating according to parallel logics of murder. Based on three years of
ethnographic fieldwork, Willis's book traces how homicide detectives categorize
two types of killing: the first resulting from “resistance” to police arrest (which is
often broadly defined) and the second at the hands of a crime "family' known as
the Primeiro Comando da Capital (PCC). Death at the hands of police happens
regularly, while the PCC’s centralized control and strict moral code among
criminals has also routinized killing, ironically making the city feel safer for most
residents. In a fractured urban security environment, where killing mirrors patterns
of inequitable urbanization and historical exclusion along class, gender, and racial
lines, Denyer Willis's research finds that the city’s cyclical periods of peace and
violence can best be understood through an unspoken but mutually observed
consensus on the right to kill. This consensus hinges on common notions and
street-level practices of who can die, where, how, and by whom, revealing an
empirically distinct configuration of authority that Denyer Willis calls sovereignty
by consensus.

The Vory
What should we make of the outsized role organized crime plays in conflict and
crisis, from drug wars in Mexico to human smuggling in North Africa, from the
struggle in Crimea to scandals in Kabul? How can we deal with the convergence of
politics and crime in so-called 'mafia states' such as Guinea-Bissau, North Korea or,
as some argue, Russia? Drawing on unpublished government documents and mafia
memoirs, James Cockayne discovers the strategic logic of organized crime, hidden
in a century of forgotten political--criminal collaboration in New York, Sicily and the
Caribbean. He reveals states and mafias competing - and collaborating -- in a
competition for governmental power. He discovers mafias influencing elections,
changing constitutions, organizing domestic insurgencies and transnational
terrorism, negotiating peace deals, and forming governmental joint ventures with
ruling groups. And he sees mafias working with the US government to spy on
American citizens, catch Nazis, try to assassinate Fidel Castro, invade and govern
Sicily, and playing unappreciated roles in the Bay of Pigs fiasco and the Cuban
Missile Crisis.

African American Organized Crime
Since the late 1990s, marijuana grow operations have been identified by media
and others as a new and dangerous criminal activity of “epidemic” proportions.
With Killer Weed, Susan C. Boyd and Connie Carter use their analysis of fifteen
years of newspaper coverage to show how consensus about the dangerous people
and practices associated with marijuana cultivation was created and disseminated
by numerous spokespeople including police, RCMP, and the media in Canada. The
authors focus on the context of media reports in Canada to show how claims about
marijuana cultivation have intensified the perception that this activity poses
“significant” dangers to public safety and thus is an appropriate target for
Canada’s war on drugs. Boyd and Carter carefully show how the media draw on the
same spokespeople to tell the same story again and again, and how a limited
number of messages has led to an expanding anti-drug campaign that uses not
only police, but BC Hydro and local municipalities to crack down on drug
production. Going beyond the newspapers, Killer Weed examines how legal,
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political, and civil initiatives that have emerged from the media narrative have
troubling consequences for a shrinking Canadian civil society.

Murder in the Garment District
We know all about organized crime. Blockbuster movies and books, and thousands
of news stories continually tell an eager public that organized crime is what
gangsters do. Closely knit, ethnically distinct, and ruthlessly efficient, these mafias
control the drugs trade, people trafficking and other serious crimes. If only states
would take the threat seriously and recognize the global nature of modern
organized crime, the FBI's success against the New York mafias could be replicated
throughout the world. The wicked trade in addictive drugs could be halted. The
trouble is, as Michael Woodiwiss demonstrates in shocking and surprising detail,
what everyone knows is pretty much completely wrong. Organized crime is
dominated by employees of multinational companies, politicians and bureaucrats.
Gangsters are a problem, but they are minor players when compared with the
intelligence and law enforcement agencies that selectively enforce drugs
prohibition and profit from it. The position of large corporations in the global
economy provides the most mouth-watering opportunities for illegal profits.
Woodiwiss shows how respectable businessmen and revered statesmen have
seized these opportunities in an orgy of fraud and illegal violence that would leave
the most hardened Mafioso speechless with admiration.

Organized Crime in the United States, 1865–1941
Organized Crime: Analyzing Illegal Activities, Criminal Structures, and Extra-legal
Governance provides a systematic overview of the processes and structures
commonly labeled “organized crime,” drawing on the pertinent empirical and
theoretical literature primarily from North America, Europe, and Australia. The
main emphasis is placed on a comprehensive classificatory scheme that highlights
underlying patterns and dynamics, rather than particular historical manifestations
of organized crime. Esteemed author Klaus von Lampe strategically breaks the
book down into three key dimensions: (1) illegal activities, (2) patterns of
interpersonal relations that are directly or indirectly supporting these illegal
activities, and (3) overarching illegal power structures that regulate and control
these illegal activities and also extend their influence into the legal spheres of
society. Within this framework, numerous case studies and topical issues from a
variety of countries illustrate meaningful application of the conceptual and
theoretical discussion.

The Killing Consensus
Recent changes in the global economy and in international political alignments
have greatly benefited the criminal underworld. There is no question that modern
organized crime, adroitly exploiting trends and changes in the global economy is
acquiring transnational capabilities and conducting transnational operations. What
has been learned about terrorism since the September 11, 2001 events confirms
the ability of international criminal networks to operate across borders with relative
ease. The enormous wealth generated by organized international crime has also
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encouraged corruption, money-laundering, and the development of all types of
violence, from intimidation to terrorism. This volume examines the unfolding of
transnational organized crime in different parts of the world and analyzes the
major elements that will contribute to an understanding of this situation which will
become more acute as the events of September 11, 2001 and subsequent ones
have amply demonstrated. The problem of organized crime and terrorism must be
confronted not only in social and economic contexts, but also from local, regional,
cultural, religious, and international points of view. Only then can we begin to
evaluate their impact on society. It is within this framework that the international
authors of the different chapters consider the implications of and the possible
answers to the following pressing questions: Does international organized crime
constitute a threat to the national security of democratic countries? On the
international scene, is this the phenomenon that has emerged to replace
communism as enemy number one in the Western world and actually worldwide?
With the globalization of the economy, has transnational criminal activity now
become one of the new methods of accumulating wealth? Is this wealth then used
to fund terrorist activities worldwide? Are certain militant factions now using
criminal means to destabilize already underprivileged countries and undermine
democratic principles in general, while ostensibly claiming to defend certain
political or religious-based ideologies? Is the phenomenon of international crime
spreading because it has its roots in specific forms of social protest, or because it
offers a means of survival for those on the fringes of society, or because different
mafias are increasingly penetrating the highest levels of political and economic
power? Does the obvious inefficiency of the methods, policies, and strategies that
are being used in the international fight against organized crime stem from a
fundamental misunderstanding and incorrect appraisal of the very complexity of
such situation? This volume will contribute to the growing literature on
transnational organized crime and terrorism and serve as a valued source of
information and analysis for policy formulation at the international level.

Organized Crime in Miami
The insightful essays in this book shine a new light on the roles of women within
criminal networks, roles that in reality are often less traditional than researchers
used to think. The book seeks to answer questions from a wide range of academic
disciplines and traces the portrait of women tied to organized crime in Italy and
around the world. The book offers up accounts of mafia women, and also tales of
severe abuse and violence against women.

The Politics of Organized Crime and the Organized Crime of
Politics
Conventional political theory holds that the sovereign state is the legitimate source
of order and provider of public services in any society, whether democratic or not.
But Hezbollah and ISIS in the Middle East, pirate clans in Africa, criminal gangs in
South America, and militias in Southeast Asia are examples of nonstate actors that
control local territory and render public services that the nation-state cannot or will
not provide. This fascinating book takes the reader around the world to areas
where national governance has broken down—or never really existed. In these
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places, the vacuum has been filled by local gangs, militias, and warlords, some
with ideological or political agendas and others focused primarily on economic
gain. Many of these actors have substantial popularity and support among local
populations and have developed their own enduring institutions, often undermining
the legitimacy of the national state. The authors show that the rest of the world
has more than a passing interest in these situations, in part because transborder
crime and terrorism often emerge but also because failed states threaten
international interests from trade to security. This book also poses, and offers
answers for, the question: How should the international community respond to
local orders dominated by armed nonstate actors? In many cases outsiders have
taken the short-term route—accepting unsavory local actors out of
expediency—but at the price of long-term instability or damage to human rights
and other considerations. From Africa and the Middle East to Asia and Latin
America, the local situations highlighted in this book are, and will remain, high on
today's international agenda. The book makes a unique contribution to global
understanding of how those situations developed and what can be done about
them. This title is part of the Geopolitics in the 21st Century series.

Theft of the Nation
The relationship between criminal syndicates and politicians has a long history,
including episodes even from the earliest years of America’s colonies. But while
organized crime may not get the headlines it once did in North America, the
resurgence of such criminal activity in Latin America, and in some European
nations, has grabbed the public’s attention. In Dangerous Liaisons noted scholars
describe and analyze the role of organized crime in the financing of politics in
selected democracies in Latin America (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica,
and Mexico) and in Europe (Bulgaria and Italy). The book seeks to unravel the
myths that have developed around crime in these locales, while providing facts
and informing the debate on how organized crime corrupts democratic institutions,
especially in relation to the funding of political parties and their activities. Among
the subjects studied in detail are the role of organized crime in political finance
through the lens of Argentina’s presidential campaigns of 1999 and 2007; Brazil’s
elected officeholders and their role in corruption; the weakness of Colombia’s
democracy; the growing role of money in Costa Rica’s politics; the destructive
effects of drug money on Mexican institutions; the link between organized
crime—narrowly and broadly understood—and political financing in Bulgaria; and
crime and political finance in Italy. The work of the scholars corrects what volume
editor Kevin Casas-Zamora calls “a glaring gap in the literature on the role of
organized crime in the corruption of democratic institutions.” That is, the funding
of political parties and their activities—which in these cases are mostly election
campaigns. The chapters not only present the evidence but also can be regarded
as a call to action. Contributors include Leonardo Curzio (CISAN/UNAM), Donatella
della Porta (European University Institute), Delia Ferreira Rubio (a member of the
international board of directors of Transparency International), Mauricio Rubio (a
researcher at the External University of Colombia), Daniel Smilov (Center for
Liberal Strategies, Sofia), Bruno Wilhelm Speck (University of Campinas), and
Alberto Vannucci (University of Pisa).

Transnational Organized Crime
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Organized Crime in Mexico takes a hard look at the dire implications of the
pervasive and powerful criminal enterprises in northern Mexico, comparing and
contrasting the present threat to past issues, including drug and human smuggling
during the latter half of the twentieth century. Criminal organizations operating in
Mexico and the United States threaten the economic well-being of North America
as well as the democratic freedoms of our neighbor to the south. Cameron H.
Holmes, an experienced organized-crime prosecutor and anti-money laundering
expert, shows how this shift in criminal activity is extremely damaging to North
American economies and explains that in order to halt this economic erosion, U.S.
policy requires a new strategy, changes in thinking, and new and increased
countermeasures. Strategically, we have light-years to travel and little time to do
it. Without intervention criminal activity will strangle legitimate business, degrade
the Mexican economy, and because the United States itself is so intimately
affected, undermine the U.S. economy in turn. Continued prosperity in both
countries depends on our joint success in controlling these criminal enterprises.
Organized Crime in Mexico examines the new diversification and strategies of
organized criminal groups, suggests a series of countermeasures, and places these
issues in a global context. What is transpiring in Mexico is part of a larger
international problem, and criminal enterprises currently pose new and consistent
threats to economies around the world.

Blood and Power
The Mexican government's full-frontal attack on the powerful drugs cartels has
achieved mixed results. This book considers the issue from a variety of viewpoints.
The essential argument is that the organized crime is best combated by
institutional reforms directed at strengthening the rule of law rather than by a
heavy reliance on armed force.

Women and the Mafia
Heroin, Organized Crime, and the Making of Modern Turkey explores the history of
organized crime in Turkey and the roles which gangs and gangsters have played in
the making of the Turkish state and Turkish politics. Turkey's underworld, which
has been at the heart of several devastating scandals over the last several
decades, is strongly tied to the country's long history of opium production and
heroin trafficking. As an industry at the centre of the Ottoman Empire's long
transition into the modern Turkish Republic, as important as the silk road had been
in earlier centuries, the modern rise of the opium and heroin trade helped to
solidify and complicate long-standing relationships between state officials and
criminal syndicates. Such relationships produced not only ongoing patterns of
corruption, but helped fuel and enable repeated acts of state violence. Drawing
upon new archival sources from the United States and Turkey, including
declassified documents from the Prime Minister's Archives of the Republic of
Turkey and the Central Intelligence Agency, Heroin, Organized Crime, and the
Making of Modern Turkey provides a critical window into how a handful of criminal
syndicates played supporting roles in the making of national security politics in the
contemporary Turkey. The rise of the 'Turkish mafia', from its origins in the late
Ottoman period to its role in the 'deep state' revealed by the so-called Susurluk
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and Ergenekon scandals, is a story that mirrors troubling elements in the republic's
establishment and emphasizes the transnational and comparative significance of
narcotics and gangs in the country's past.

Killer Weed
Relying on previously undisclosed confessions of former mafia members now
cooperating with the police, Letizia Paoli provides a clinically accurate portrait of
mafia behavior, motivations, and structure in Italy. The mafia, Paoli demonstrates,
are essentially multifunctional ritual brotherhoods focused above all on retaining
and consolidating their local political power base. A truly interdisciplinary work of
history, politics, economics, and sociology, Mafia Brotherhoods reveals in dramatic
detail the true face of one of the world's most mythologized criminal organizations.

Dangerous Liaisons
ABC-CLIO's celebrated Contemporary World Issues series---available in both print
and eBook formats---provides accurate, unbiased reference handbooks on the
major topics of the day. For details about all the titles in the Contemporary World
Issues series, and information on how to buy them, visit www.abc-clio.com.

Organized Crime in Mexico
When gay couples become parents, they face a host of questions and issues that
their straight counterparts may never have to consider. How important is it for
each partner to have a biological tie to their child? How will they become parents:
will they pursue surrogacy, or will they adopt? Will both partners legally be able to
adopt their child? Will they have to hide their relationship to speed up the adoption
process? Will one partner be the primary breadwinner? And how will their lives
change, now that the presence of a child has made their relationship visible to the
rest of the world? In Gay Dads: Transitions to Adoptive Fatherhood, Abbie E.
Goldberg examines the ways in which gay fathers approach and negotiate
parenthood when they adopt. Drawing on empirical data from her in-depth
interviews with 70 gay men, Goldberg analyzes how gay dads interact with
competing ideals of fatherhood and masculinity, alternately pioneering and
accommodating heteronormative “parenthood culture.” The first study of gay
men's transitions to fatherhood, this work will appeal to a wide range of readers,
from those in the social sciences to social work to legal studies, as well as to gayadoptive parent families themselves.

Five Families
Genovese, Gambino, Bonnano, Colombo and Lucchese. For decades these Five
Families ruled New York and built the American Mafia (or Cosa Nostra) into an
underworld empire. Today, the Mafia is an endangered species, battered and
beleaguered by aggressive investigators, incompetent leadership, betrayals and
generational changes that produced violent and unreliable leaders and recruits. A
twenty year assault against the five families in particular blossomed into the most
successful law enforcement campaign of the last century. Selwyn Raab's Five
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Families is the vivid story of the rise and fall of New York's premier dons from
Lucky Luciano to Paul Castellano to John Gotti and more. The book also brings the
reader right up to the possible resurgence of the Mafia as the FBI and local law
enforcement agencies turn their attention to homeland security and away from
organized crime.

Organized Crime
The “fascinating…great-grandson’s account” (The Wall Street Journal) of the US
postal inspector who brought to justice the deadly Black Hand is “unputdownable”
(Library Journal, starred review). Before the emergence of prohibition-era
gangsters like Al Capone and Lucky Luciano, there was the Black Hand: an early
twentieth-century Sicilian-American crime ring that preyed on immigrants from the
old country. In those days, the FBI was in its infancy, and local law enforcement
were clueless against the dangers. Terrorized victims rarely spoke out, and the
criminals ruled with terror—until Inspector Frank Oldfield came along. In 1899,
Oldfield became America’s 156th Post Office Inspector—joining the ranks of the
most powerful federal law enforcement agents in the country. Based in Columbus,
Ohio, the unconventional Oldfield brilliantly took down train robbers, murderers,
and embezzlers from Ohio to New York to Maryland. Oldfield was finally able to
penetrate the dreaded Black Hand when a tip-off put him onto the most epic
investigation of his career, culminating in the 1909 capture of sixteen mafiosos in a
case that spanned four states, two continents—and ended in the first international
organized crime conviction in the country. Hidden away by the Oldfield family for
one hundred years and covered-up by rival factions in the early 20th century Post
Office Department, this incredible true story out of America’s turn-of-the-century
heartland will captivate all lovers of history and true crime. “I tip my hat to
Inspector Oldfield. He was way ahead of his time and his efforts are magnificently
relived in this book” (Daniel L. Mihalko, former Postal Inspector in Charge,
Congressional & Public Affairs).

Militants, Criminals, and Warlords
A myth-dispelling, analytical survey of Italian involvement in organized crime, from
late-nineteenth-century Sicily to present-day America, and of the careers of
prominent Italian-American mobsters

Hidden Power
Drawing on such primary sources as manuscript collections, interviews, and
congressional hearings, the author builds a history of American organized crime
from the 1920s to the 1980s

Heroin, Organized Crime, and the Making of Modern Turkey
Historisch overzicht van de samenhang en wederzijdse beïnvloeding van de
georganiseerde misdaad en de politiek in de Verenigde Staten.

The Oxford Handbook of Organized Crime
Page 11/16

Read PDF Organized Crime And American Power A History
The rapid growth of organized crime in Mexico and the government's response to it
have driven an unprecedented rise in violence and impelled major structural
economic changes, including the recent passage of energy reform. Los Zetas Inc.
asserts that these phenomena are a direct and intended result of the emergence of
the brutal Zetas criminal organization in the Mexican border state of Tamaulipas.
Going beyond previous studies of the group as a drug trafficking organization,
Guadalupe Correa-Cabrera builds a convincing case that the Zetas and similar
organizations effectively constitute transnational corporations with business
practices that include the trafficking of crude oil, natural gas, and gasoline;
migrant and weapons smuggling; kidnapping for ransom; and video and music
piracy. Combining vivid interview commentary with in-depth analysis of organized
crime as a transnational and corporate phenomenon, Los Zetas Inc. proposes a
new theoretical framework for understanding the emerging face, new structure,
and economic implications of organized crime in Mexico. Correa-Cabrera delineates
the Zetas establishment, structure, and forms of operation, along with the
reactions to this new model of criminality by the state and other lawbreaking,
foreign, and corporate actors. Arguing that the elevated level of violence between
the Zetas and the Mexican state resembles a civil war, Correa-Cabrera identifies
the beneficiaries of this war, including arms-producing companies, the
international banking system, the US border economy, the US border
security/military-industrial complex, and corporate capital, especially international
oil and gas companies.

The Origin of Organized Crime in America
Organized crime in America today is not the tough hoodlums familiar to
moviegoers and TV watchers. It is more sophisticated, with many college
graduates, gifted with organizational genius, all belonging to twenty-four tightly
knit "families," who have corrupted legitimate business and infiltrated some of the
highest levels of local, state, and federal government. Their power reaches into
Congress, into the executive and judicial branches, police agencies, and labor
unions, and into such business enterprises as real estate, retail stores, restaurants,
hotels, linen-supply houses, and garbage-collection routes.How does organized
crime operate? How dangerous is it? What are the implications for American
society? How may we cope with it? In answering these questions, Cressey asserts
that because organized crime provides illicit goods and services demanded by
legitimate society, it has become part of legitimate society. This fascinating
account reveals the parallels: the growth of specialization, "big-business practices"
(pooling of capital and reinvestment of profits; fringe benefits like bail money), and
government practices (negotiated settlements and peace treaties, defined
territories, fair-trade agreements).For too long we have, as a society, concerned
ourselves only with superficial questions about organized crime. "Theft of the
Nation" focuses on to a more profound and searching level. Of course, organized
crime exists. Cressey not only establishes this fact, but proceeds to explore it
rigorously and with penetration. One need not agree with everything Cressey
writes to conclude that no one, after the publication of "Theft of the Nation", can
be knowledgeable about organized crime without having read this book.

Mafia Brotherhoods
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More than simply a study of the mafia, Alfredo Schulte-Bockholt's work argues that
collaboration between political science and criminology is critical to understanding
the real nature of organized crime and its power. Schulte-Bockholt looks at specific
case studies from Asia, Latin America, and Europe as he develops a theoretical
discussion—drawing on the thought of Max Horkheimer, Theodor Adorno, and
Antonio Gramsci—of the intimate connections between criminal groups and elite
structures. Ranging from an historical discussion of the world drug economy to an
examination of the evolution of organized crime in the former Soviet Union, the
book extends into a consideration of the possible future development of organized
crime in the age of advanced globalization.

Busting the Mob
Comprehensive and objective, this study argues that organized crime in the United
States results from the struggle to attain the elusive American Dream to achieve
success at any cost by any means. The authors examine the social, economic,
political, and cultural conditions that fostered growth of criminal groups and
organizations in African American communities from the post-Civil War era to the
ghettoes of today.

Gangster Capitalism
Why do Americans alternately celebrate and condemn gangsters, outlaws and
corrupt politicians? Why do they immortalize Al Capone while forgetting his more
successful contemporaries George Remus or Roy Olmstead? Why are some public
figures repudiated for their connections to the mob while others gain celebrity
status? Drawing on historical accounts, the author analyzes the public’s
understanding of organized crime and questions some of our most deeply held
assumptions about crime and its role in society.

Los Zetas Inc.
Based on primary source documents, this historical study establishes the
interconnections between private violence and political, social, and economic life in
New York from 1930-1950. By describing and analyzing both the social world and
social system of organized crime, Block provides a new perspective, one based on
racial and ethnic stereotypes. The book provides a penetrating look at one of the
most misunderstood aspects of American society, important for historians,
criminologists and sociologists.

Critical Reflections on Transnational Organized Crime, Money
Laundering and Corruption
This book provides insight into the paradigmatic approaches evolved by CIA
decades ago in Vietnam which remain operational practices today in Afghanistan,
El Salvador, Iraq, Syria, Yemen and elsewhere. Valentine’s research into CIA
activities began when CIA Director William Colby gave him free access to interview
CIA officials who had been involved in various aspects of the Phoenix program in
South Vietnam. The CIA would rescind it, making every effort to impede publication
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of The Phoenix Program, which documented the CIA’s elaborate system of
population surveillance, control, entrapment, imprisonment, torture and
assassination in Vietnam. While researching Phoenix, Valentine learned that the
CIA allowed opium and heroin to flow from its secret bases in Laos, to generals and
politicians on its payroll in South Vietnam. His investigations into this illegal activity
focused on the CIA’s relationship with the federal drugs agencies mandated by
Congress to stop illegal drugs from entering the United States. Based on interviews
with senior officials, Valentine wrote two subsequent books, The Strength of the
Wolf and The Strength of the Pack, showing how the CIA infiltrated federal drug law
enforcement agencies and commandeered their executive management,
intelligence and foreign operations staffs in order to ensure that the flow of drugs
continues unimpeded to traffickers and foreign officials in its employ. Ultimately,
portions of his research materials would be archived at the National Security
Archive, Texas Tech University’s Vietnam Center, and John Jay College. This book
includes excerpts from the above titles along with updated articles and transcripts
of interviews on a range of current topics, with a view to shedding light on the
systemic dimensions of the CIA’s ongoing illegal and extra-legal activities. These
terrorism and drug law enforcement articles and interviews illustrate how the CIA’s
activities impact social and political movements abroad and in the United States. A
common theme is the CIA’s ability to deceive and propagandize the American
public through its impenetrable government-sanctioned shield of official secrecy
and plausible deniability. Though investigated by the Church Committee in 1975,
CIA praxis then continues to inform CIA praxis now. Valentine tracks its steady
infiltration into practices targeting the last population to be subjected to the
exigencies of the American empire: the American people.

Mexico’s Struggle for Public Security
Contrary to widespread belief, the United States has been following a broadly
consistent grand strategy across presidential administrations for more than a
century by using American power to create and expand the liberal international
system. This liberal order is the outer perimeter of American security. Today, after
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, some are calling for a policy of restraint or pulling
back because they believe America is relatively safe and its resources are
overstretched. Paul D. Miller argues that they are wrong. American security and
the liberal international order need US leadership and are in jeopardy from nucleararmed autocracies, violent non-state actors, and the failed states who harbor
them. In response, the United States should not pull back but should continue to
promote five pillars of American grand strategy: maintaining a favorable balance of
power among the great powers, defending the U.S. homeland from attack,
promoting democracy, investing in good governance abroad, and punishing rogue
actors that threaten allies or the stability of the international system. Miller does
however call for reprioitzing where around the globe the United States should focus
its energies in the future, and he proposes common sense reforms to the US
national security state so as to better manage foreign policy.

American Power and Liberal Order
Despite depictions to the contrary, the mafia is not a cadre of noble and righteous
warriors, a class of citizens working in the shadows but upholding traditional
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values. Instead, the authors argue, it is a brutal, violent, and ignoble organization
that ultimately violates the boundaries of acceptable behavior both within the
family and without.
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