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Plato and a Platypus Walk Into a Bar
One day Sophie comes home from school to find two questions in her mail: "Who
are you?" and "Where does the world come from?" Before she knows it she is
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enrolled in a correspondence course with a mysterious philosopher. Thus begins
Jostein Gaarder's unique novel, which is not only a mystery, but also a complete
and entertaining history of philosophy.

Blood Meridian
Based on the idea that philosophy is a truly exciting and accessible subject, this
engaging text acquaints students with the core problems of philosophy and the
many ways in which they have been answered. It acknowledges that philosophy is
very much alive today but is also deeply rooted in the past--in the many traditions
that converge and diverge from ancient Greece, ancient China, and ancient India.
Accordingly, the book combines substantial original sources from significant works
in the history of philosophy with detailed commentary and explanation that help to
clarify the readings. The selections range from the oldest known fragments to
cutting-edge essays in feminism, multiculturalism, and cognitive science. In this
seventh edition, the readings have been edited for clarity and conciseness and
include new selections from The Economist, Robert Kane, John Corvino, Cheshire
Calhoun, Nelson Mandela, Mencius, and Hsun Tsu. Each chapter is followed by a
summary, a glossary, and a bibliography with suggestions for further readings.
Important philosophical terms are carefully introduced within the text and also
summarized at the end of each chapter, and brief biographies of the philosophers
are provided at the end of the book. Ideal for courses in introductory philosophy,
Page 2/30

Download File PDF Luc Ferry A Brief History Of Thought
Introducing Philosophy: A Text with Integrated Readings, 7/e presents students
with various alternatives on critical philosophical issues and encourages them to
arrive at their own conclusions.

Divided Natures
Discover the world's greatest thinkers and their groundbreaking notions! Too often,
textbooks turn the noteworthy theories, principles, and figures of philosophy into
tedious discourse that even Plato would reject. Philosophy 101 cuts out the boring
details and exhausting philosophical methodology, and instead, gives you a lesson
in philosophy that keeps you engaged as you explore the fascinating history of
human thought and inquisition. From Aristotle and Heidegger to free will and
metaphysics, Philosophy 101 is packed with hundreds of entertaining philosophical
tidbits, illustrations, and thought puzzles that you won't be able to find anywhere
else. So whether you're looking to unravel the mysteries of existentialism, or just
want to find out what made Voltaire tick, Philosophy 101 has all the answers--even
the ones you didn't know you were looking for.

Educating for the Twenty-First Century: Seven Global
Challenges
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A very deep and essentially hostile critique of French postmodernist philosophy,
beginning with an analysis of the May 1968 student uprising in France, examining
its relationship to French philosophy of the sixties, and following these themes in
separate chapters on Fourcault, Derrida, Bourdieu, and Lacan. Ably translated from
the first French edition of 1985. Paper edition (unseen), $13.95. Annotation
copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Sophie's World
The Importance of Living is a wry, witty antidote to the dizzying pace of the
modern world. Lin Yutang's prescription is the classic Chinese philosophy of life:
Revere inaction as much as action, invoke humor to maintain a healthy attitude,
and never forget that there will always be plenty of fools around who are willingindeed, eager-to be busy, to make themselves useful, and to exercise power while
you bask in the simple joy of existence.At a time when we're overwhelmed with
wake-up calls, here is a refreshing, playful reminder to savor life's simple
pleasures.

Political Philosophy 1
THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLERFrom the timeless wisdom of ancient Greece
Page 4/30

Download File PDF Luc Ferry A Brief History Of Thought
through to Christianity, the Enlightenment, existentialism and postmodernism, A
Brief History of Thought brilliantly and accessibly explains the enduring teachings
of philosophy - including its profound relevance in today's world as well as its
essential role in achieving happiness and living a meaningful life.This lively journey
through the great thinkers challenges every one of us to learn to think for
ourselves and asks us the most important question of all: how can we live better?

The Wisdom of the Myths
From the ordered universe of the ancient Greeks to the shadows of Nietzsche's
nineteenth century, LEARNING TO LIVE shakes the dust from the history of
philosophy and takes us on a fascinating journey through more than two millennia
of humanity's search for understanding - of the world around us and of each other.
Both a sparkling and accessible history of Western thought, and a courageous
dissection of how religion and philosophy have converged and clashed through the
ages, Luc Ferry's blueprint for a new humanism challenges every one of us to learn
to think for ourselves, and asks us the most important question of all: how can we
live better?

Empire de L'éphémère
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Here’s a lively, hilarious, not-so-reverent crash course through the great
philosophical traditions, schools, concepts, and thinkers. It’s Philosophy 101 for
everyone who knows not to take all this heavy stuff too seriously. Some of the Big
Ideas are Existentialism (what do Hegel and Bette Midler have in common?),
Philosophy of Language (how to express what it’s like being stranded on a desert
island with Halle Berry), Feminist Philosophy (why, in the end, a man is always a
man), and much more. Finally—it all makes sense! “I laughed, I learned, I loved
it!†? Roy Blount Jr.

New French Thought
Jacques Derrida is probably the most famous European philosopher alive today.
The University of Nebraska Press makes available for the first English translation of
his most important work to date, Glas. Its appearance will assist Derrida's readers
pro and con in coming to terms with a complex and controversial book. Glas
extensively reworks the problems of reading and writing in philosophy and
literature; questions the possibility of linear reading and its consequent notions of
theme, author, narrative, and discursive demonstration; and ingeniously disrupts
the positions of reader and writer in the text. Glas is extraordinary in many ways,
most obviously in its typography. Arranged in two columns, with inserted sections
within these, the book simultaneously discusses Hegel’s philosophy and Jean
Genet’s fiction, and shows how two such seemingly distinct kinds of criticism can
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reflect and influence one another. The customary segregation of philosophy,
rhetoric, psychoanalysis, linguistics, history, and poetics is systematically
subverted. In design and content, the books calls into question “types” of literature
(history, philosophy, literary criticism), the ownership of ideas and styles, the
glorification of literary heroes, and the limits of literary representation.

This Book Will Make You Think
Introducing the first essay in the "Encounters with Jesus" e-book series from
renowned pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller, author of
The Songs of Jesus. The Skeptical Student applies biblical wisdom to life’s biggest
questions through the inspiring story of Nathanael’s life-changing encounter in the
Gospel of John. The Gospels are full of encounters that made a profound impact on
those who spoke with Jesus Christ. In the first essay of his new series, Timothy
Keller, pastor of New York’s Redeemer Presbyterian Church and New York Times
bestselling author of The Reason for God, shows how those encounters can still
have a deep effect on us today. Through a lively examination of the biblical
passage where Nathanael, the skeptical student, meets with Jesus, Keller reveals
how this interaction is about life’s deep questions: Who are we? Why are we here?
Why be a good person? Why love instead of hate? This first essay in the ten-part
series of Encounters with Jesus also includes an exclusive look at Timothy Keller’s
new book on faith and work: Every Good Endeavor: Connecting Your Work to God’s
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Work.

Confronting Christianity
Educating for the Twenty-First Century explores critical issues facing education in
the 21st century.

Philosophy 101
In this book Kerry Whiteside introduces the work of a range of French ecological
theorists to an English-speaking audience. He shows how thinkers in France and in
English-speaking countries have produced different strains of ecological thought
and suggests that the work of French ecological theorists could lessen pervasive
tensions in Anglophone ecology. Much of the theory written in English is shaped by
the debate between anthropocentric ecologists, who contend that the value of our
nonhuman surroundings derives from their role in fulfilling human interests, and
ecocentric ecologists, who contend that the nonhuman world holds ultimate value
in and of itself. This debate is almost nonexistent among French theorists, who
tend to focus on the processes linking nature and human identity. Whiteside
suggests that the insights of French theorists could help English-language theorists
to extricate themselves from endless debates over the real center of nature's
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value. Among the French theorists discussed are Denis de Rougemont, Denis
Duclos, René Dumont, Luc Ferry, André Gorz, Félix Guattari, Bruno Latour, Alain
Lipietz, Edgar Morin, Serge Moscovici, and Michel Serres. The English-language
theorists discussed include John Barry, Robyn Eckersley, Robert Goodin, Tim
Hayward, Holmes Rolston III, and Paul Taylor.

The Environment in French and Francophone Literature and
Film
A History of Western Philosophy and Theology is the fruit of John Frame's forty-five
years of teaching philosophical subjects. No other survey of the history of Western
thought offers the same invigorating blend of expositional clarity, critical insight,
and biblical wisdom. The supplemental study questions, bibliographies, links to
audio lectures, quotes from influential thinkers, twenty appendices, and indexed
glossary make this an excellent main textbook choice for seminary- and collegelevel courses and for personal study. Book jacket.

Political Philosophy 3
Expands the search for the origins of the universe beyond God and the Big Bang
theory, exploring more bizarre possibilities inspired by physicists, theologians,
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mathematicians, and even novelists.

A Brief History of Thought
A timeless volume to be read and treasured, The Stone Reader provides an
unparalleled overview of contemporary philosophy. Once solely the province of
ivory-tower professors and college classrooms, contemporary philosophy was
finally emancipated from its academic closet in 2010, when The Stone was
launched in The New York Times. First appearing as an online series, the column
quickly attracted millions of readers through its accessible examination of
universal topics like the nature of science, consciousness and morality, while also
probing more contemporary issues such as the morality of drones, gun control and
the gender divide. Now collected for the first time in this handsomely designed
volume, The Stone Reader presents 133 meaningful and influential essays from the
series, placing nearly the entirety of modern philosophical discourse at a reader’s
grasp. The book, divided into four broad sections—Philosophy, Science, Religion
and Morals, and Society—opens with a series of questions about the scope, history
and identity of philosophy: What are the practical uses of philosophy? Does the
discipline, begun in the West in ancient Greece with Socrates, favor men and
exclude women? Does the history and study of philosophy betray a racial bias
against non-white thinkers, or geographical bias toward the West? These questions
and others form a foundation for readers as the book moves to the second section,
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Science, where some of our most urgent contemporary philosophical debates are
taking place. Will artificial intelligence compromise our morality? Does
neuroscience undermine our free will? Is there is a legitimate place for the
humanities in a world where science and technology appear to rule? Should the
evidence for global warming change the way we live, or die? In the book’s third
section, Religion and Morals, we find philosophy where it is often at its best,
sharpest and most disturbing—working through the arguments provoked by
competing moral theories in the face of real-life issues and rigorously addressing
familiar ethical dilemmas in a new light. Can we have a true moral life without
belief in God? What are the dangers of moral relativism? In its final part, Society,
The Stone Reader returns to its origins as a forum to encourage philosophers who
are willing to engage closely, critically and analytically with the affairs of the day,
including economic inequality, technology and racial discrimination. In directly
confronting events like the September 11 attacks, the killing of Trayvon Martin, the
Sandy Hook School massacre, the essays here reveal the power of philosophy to
help shape our viewpoints on nearly every issue we face today. With an
introduction by Peter Catapano that details the column’s founding and distinct
editorial process at The New York Times, and prefatory notes to each section by
Simon Critchley, The Stone Reader promises to become not only an intellectual
landmark but also a confirmation that philosophy is, indeed, for everyone.

Homo Aestheticus
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The past fifteen years in France have seen a remarkable flourishing of new work in
political philosophy. This anthology brings into English for the first time essays by
some of the best young French political thinkers writing today, including Marcel
Gauchet, Pierre Manent, Luc Ferry, and Alain Renaut. The central theme of these
essays is liberal democracy: its nature, its development, its problems, its
fundamental legitimacy. Although these themes are familiar to American and
British readers, the French approach to them--which is profoundly historical and
rooted in the tradition of continental philosophy--is quite different from our
customary one. Included in this collection is a series of reconsiderations of French
critics of liberal society (Lévi-Strauss, Foucault, Bourdieu) and of classical European
liberals (Kant, Constant, Tocqueville). The continuing controversies over the nature
of the modern era and the place of religion within it play a central role throughout
the collection. The book includes a debate on the foundations of human rights and
on the nature of a liberal political order. The concluding section presents some of
the new sociological writing on modern individualism, its pleasures and its
discontents. An introduction by Mark Lilla provides the historical background to the
revival of French political thought about liberalism, and offers an analysis of what
American and English readers might learn from it. Originally published in 1994. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again
make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these
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important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to
the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton
University Press since its founding in 1905.

Meditations
'Their icy blasts are refreshing and restorative. They tell you the worst. And having
heard the worst, you feel less bad' Blake Morrison Written in Greek by the only
Roman emperor who was also a philosopher, without any intention of publication,
the Meditations of Marcus Aurelius offer a remarkable series of challenging spiritual
reflections and exercises developed as the emperor struggled to understand
himself and make sense of the universe. While the Meditations were composed to
provide personal consolation and encouragement, Marcus Aurelius also created
one of the greatest of all works of philosophy: a timeless collection that has been
consulted and admired by statesmen, thinkers and readers throughout the
centuries. Translated with notes by MARTIN HAMMOND with an Introduction by
DISKIN CLAY

Man Made God
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THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER From the timeless wisdom of ancient Greece
through to Christianity, the Enlightenment, existentialism and postmodernism, A
Brief History of Thought brilliantly and accessibly explains the enduring teachings
of philosophy – including its profound relevance in today’s world as well as its
essential role in achieving happiness and living a meaningful life. This lively
journey through the great thinkers challenges every one of us to learn to think for
ourselves and asks us the most important question of all: how can we live better?

Shop Class as Soulcraft
"Heidegger and Modernity is an intervention in the Heidegger debate in France
which many may see as decisive. Its central claim is that the responses of left
Heideggerians to continuing disclosures regarding Heidegger's Nazi affiliations fail
to come to terms with central ambiguities in his philosophical responses, both early
and late, to modernity and technology. . . . Incisive and hard hitting, Luc Ferry and
Alain Renault have condensed in a short and tightly organized book both a
judicious and well-informed account of the Heidegger question and an implicit
defence of humanism which has a strong political resonance."—Liam O'Sullivan,
Political Studies

Why Does the World Exist?: An Existential Detective Story
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Volume 39 of FLS French Literature Series features ten articles on the topic of the
environment in French and Francophone Literature and Film. Contributors engage
with the work of such authors, filmakers and cartoonists as Michel Serres, Luc
Ferry, Patrice Nganang, Marie Darrieussecq, Yann-Arthus Bertrand and Plantu, and
such topics as human zoos, eco-colonialism, queer theory, and the environmental
catastrophes of WWI and, globally, of human civilization as recorded in the recent
eco-documentary, HOME . Wide-ranging, provocative and topical these articles
both broaden and deepen the efficacy.

The Baby Bible
The French Revolution--that extraordinary event that founded modern
democracy--continues to provoke a reevaluation of essential questions. This
volume presents the research of a wide range of international scholars into those
questions. 58 color illustrations, 10 halftones.

A History of Western Philosophy and Theology
The bestselling memoir by France's President and international political star,
Emmanuel Macron.
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The Era of the Individual
More than 100,000 copies sold in France A fascinating new journey through Greek
mythology that explains the myths' timeless lessons and meaning Heroes, gods,
and mortals. The Greek myths are the founding narratives of Western civilization:
to understand them is to know the origins of philosophy, literature, art, science,
law, and more. Indeed, as Luc Ferry shows in this masterful book, they remain a
great store of wisdom, as relevant to our lives today as ever before. No mere
legends or clichés ("Herculean task," "Pandora's box," "Achilles heel," etc.), these
classic stories offer profound and manifold lessons, providing the first sustained
attempt to answer fundamental human questions concerning "the good life," the
burden of mortality, and how to find one's place in the world. Vividly retelling the
great tales of mythology and illuminating fresh new ways of understanding them,
The Wisdom of the Myths will enlighten readers of all ages.

Why We Are Not Nietzscheans
From the author of How Proust Can Change Your Life, a delightful, truly consoling
work that proves that philosophy can be a supreme source of help for our most
painful everyday problems. Perhaps only Alain de Botton could uncover practical
wisdom in the writings of some of the greatest thinkers of all time. But uncover he
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does, and the result is an unexpected book of both solace and humor. Dividing his
work into six sections -- each highlighting a different psychic ailment and the
appropriate philosopher -- de Botton offers consolation for unpopularity from
Socrates, for not having enough money from Epicurus, for frustration from Seneca,
for inadequacy from Montaigne, and for a broken heart from Schopenhauer (the
darkest of thinkers and yet, paradoxically, the most cheering). Consolation for envy
-- and, of course, the final word on consolation -- comes from Nietzsche: "Not
everything which makes us feel better is good for us." This wonderfully engaging
book will, however, make us feel better in a good way, with equal measures of wit
and wisdom.

The Importance Of Living
It is not simply for rhetorical flourish that politicians so regularly invoke God's
blessings on the country. It is because the relatively new form of power we call the
nation-state arose out of a Western political imagination steeped in Christianity. In
this brief guide to the history of Christianity and politics, Pecknold shows how early
Christianity reshaped the Western political imagination with its new theological
claims about eschatological time, participation, and communion with God and
neighbor. The ancient view of the Church as the "mystical body of Christ" is singled
out in particular as the author traces shifts in its use and meaning throughout the
early, medieval, and modern periods-shifts in how we understand the nature of the
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person, community and the moral conscience that would give birth to a new
relationship between Christianity and politics. While we have many accounts of this
narrative from either political or ecclesiastical history, we have few that avoid the
artificial separation of the two. This book fills that gap and presents a readable,
concise, and thought-provoking introduction to what is at stake in the contentious
relationship between Christianity and politics.

The New Ecological Order
What you're not expecting, when you're expecting Bec Judd has been pregnant
quite a lot: three pregnancies, three deliveries and four gorgeous newborn babies.
From carrying a baby, delivering it, feeding it and raising it, Bec has experienced
almost everything motherhood can throw at you and she wants to share the
secrets and stories that she has learned along the way. Not to mention all those
things about pregnancy, birth and motherhood that often come as a complete
surprise. Join Bec and her dream team of experts (an obstetrician, a midwife, an
ultrasound specialist, a women's health physio and a paediatric sleep specialist) as
they take you month by month through your pregnancy. They will share their
insider advice on the best ways to eat for two (or three!), stay in shape and get
you and your baby sleeping well. This gorgeous, comprehensive handbook
contains a wealth of honest, practical and sometimes hilarious advice to prepare
you and your baby for life after birth.
Page 18/30

Download File PDF Luc Ferry A Brief History Of Thought
The Consolations of Philosophy
Is ecology in the process of becoming the object of our contemporary passions, in
the same way that Fascism was in the 30s, or Communism under Stalin? In The
New Ecological Order, Luc Ferry offers a penetrating critique of the ideological root
of the "Deep Ecology" movement spreading throughout the United States,
Germany, and France. Traditional ecological movements, or "democratic ecology,"
seek to protect the environment of human societies; they are pragmatic and
reformist. But another movement has become the refuge both of nostalgic
counterrevolutionaries and of leftist illusions. This is "deep ecology." Its followers
go beyond practical critique of human greed and waste: they call into question the
very possibility of human coexistence with nature. Ferry launches his critique by
examining early European legal cases concerning the status and rights of animals,
including a few notorious cases where animals were brought to trial, found guilty,
and publicly hanged. He then demonstrates that German Romanticism embraced
certain key ideas of the deep ecology movement concerning the protection of
animals and the environment. Later adopted by the Nazis, many of these ideas
point to a profoundly antihumanistic component of deep ecology that is compatible
with totalitarianism. Ferry shows how deep ecology casts aside all the gains of
human autonomy since the Enlightenment. Far from denying our "duty in relation
to nature," The New Ecological Order offers a bracing caution - against the dangers
of environmental claims and, more important, against the threat to democracy
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contained in the deep ecology doctrine when pushed to its extreme.

Glas
"Compelling reading, not only because of its intellectual rigor but also because of
its honest, empathetic humanity." —John C. Lennox Named the 2020 Beautiful
Orthodoxy Book of the Year by Christianity Today Christianity is the most
widespread global belief system, and promises to remain so well into the future.
But for many educated westerners, biblical Christianity is a dangerous
idea—challenging some of their deepest beliefs. Channeling state-of-the-art
research, personal stories, and careful biblical study, Confronting Christianity
explores 12 questions that keep many of us from considering faith in Christ. Look
more closely, McLaughlin argues, and the reality of suffering, the complexity of
sexuality, the desire for diversity, the success of science, and other seeming
roadblocks to faith become signposts. Jesus becomes not a relic from the ancient
world, but our modern world’s best hope.

Revolution
Can subjective, individual taste be reconciled with an objective, universal
standard? In Homo Aestheticus, Luc Ferry argues that this central problem of
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aesthetic theory is fundamentally related to the political problem of democratic
individualism. Ferry's treatise begins in the mid-1600s with the simultaneous
invention of the notions of taste (the essence of art as subjective pleasure) and
modern democracy (the idea of the State as a consensus among individuals). He
explores the differences between subjectivity and individuality by examining
aesthetic theory as developed first by Kant's predecessors and then by Kant,
Hegel, Nietzsche, and proponents of the avant-garde. Ferry discerns two
"moments" of the avant-garde aesthetic: the hyperindividualistic iconoclasm of
creating something entirely new, and the hyperrealistic striving to achieve an
extraordinary truth. The tension between these two, Ferry argues, preserves an
essential element of the Enlightenment concern for reconciling the subjective and
the objective—a problem that is at once aesthetic, ethical, and political. Rejecting
postmodern proposals for either a radical break with or return to tradition, Ferry
embraces a postmodernism that recasts Enlightenment notions of value as a new
intersubjectivity. His original analysis of the growth and decline of the twentiethcentury avant-garde movement sheds new light on the connections between
aesthetics, ethics, and political theory.

A Brief History of Thought
"To think with Nietzsche against Nietzsche." Thus the editors describe the strategy
adopted in this volume to soften the destructive effects of Nietzsche's "philosophy
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with a hammer" on French philosophy since the 1960s. Frustrated by the infinite
inclusiveness of deconstructionism, the contributors to this volume seek to renew
the Enlightenment quest for rationality. Though linked by no common dogma,
these essays all argue that the "French Nietzsche" transmitted through the
deconstructionists must be reexamined in light of the original context in which
Nietzsche worked. Each essay questions the viability of Nietzsche's thought in the
modern world, variously critiquing his philosophy of history as obsessed with
hierarchy, his views on religion and art as myopic and irrational, and his stance on
science as hopelessly reactionary. Contending that we must abandon the
Nietzsche propped up as patron saint by French deconstructionists in order to
return to reason, these essays will stimulate debate not just among Nietzscheans
but among all with a stake in modern French philosophy. Contributors are Alain
Boyer, André Compte-Sponville, Vincent Descombes, Luc Ferry, Robert Legros,
Philippe Raynaud, Alain Renault, and Pierre-André Taguieff.

A Brief History of Thought
IntroductionThe Meaning of Life: The Withdrawal of a Question1. The Humanization
of the Divine: From John Paul II to Drewermann2. The Divinization of the Human:
The Secularization of Ethics and the Birth of Modern Love3. The Sacred with a
Human FaceConclusionThe Humanism of Humanity Made GodNotesWorks
CitedIndex Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
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Heidegger and Modernity
"The fulfilled renown of Moby-Dick and of As I Lay Dying is augmented by Blood
Meridian, since Cormac McCarthy is the worthy disciple both of Melville and
Faulkner," writes esteemed literary scholar Harold Bloom in his Introduction to the
Modern Library edition. "I venture that no other living American novelist, not even
Pynchon, has given us a book as strong and memorable." Cormac McCarthy's
masterwork, Blood Meridian, chronicles the brutal world of the Texas-Mexico
borderlands in the mid-nineteenth century. Its wounded hero, the teenage Kid,
must confront the extraordinary violence of the Glanton gang, a murderous cadre
on an official mission to scalp Indians and sell those scalps. Loosely based on fact,
the novel represents a genius vision of the historical West, one so fiercely realized
that since its initial publication in 1985 the canon of American literature has
welcomed Blood Meridian to its shelf. "A classic American novel of regeneration
through violence," declares Michael Herr. "McCarthy can only be compared to our
greatest writers." From the Hardcover edition.

Christianity and Politics
With the publication of French Philosophy of the Sixties, Alain Renaut and Luc Ferry
in 1985 launched their famous critique against canonical figures such as Foucault,
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Derrida, and Lacan, bringing under rigorous scrutiny the entire post-structuralist
project that had dominated Western intellectual life for over two decades. Their
goal was to defend the accomplishments of liberal democracy, particularly in terms
of basic human rights, and to trace the reigning philosophers' distrust of liberalism
to an "antihumanism" inherited mainly from Heidegger. In The Era of the
Individual, widely hailed as Renaut's magnum opus, the author explores the most
salient feature of post-structuralism: the elimination of the human subject. At the
root of this thinking lies the belief that humans cannot know or control their basic
natures, a premise that led to Heidegger's distrust of an individualistic, capitalist
modern society and that allied him briefly with Hitler's National Socialist Party.
While acknowledging some of Heidegger's misgivings toward modernity as
legitimate, Renaut argues that it is nevertheless wrong to equate modernity with
the triumph of individualism. Here he distinguishes between individualism and
subjectivity and, by offering a history of the two, powerfully redirects the course of
current thinking away from potentially dangerous, reductionist views of humanity.
Renaut argues that modern philosophy contains within itself two opposed ways of
conceiving the human person. The first, which has its roots in Descartes and Kant,
views human beings as subjects capable of arriving at universal moral judgments.
The second, stemming from Leibniz, Hegel, and Nietzsche, presents human beings
as independent individuals sharing nothing with others. In a careful recounting of
this philosophical tradition, Renaut shows the resonances of these traditions in
more recent philosophers such as Heidegger and in the social anthropology of
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Louis Dumont. Renaut's distinction between individualism and subjectivity has
become an important issue for young thinkers dissatisfied with the intellectual
tradition originating in Nietzsche and Heidegger. Moreover, his proclivity toward
the Kantian tradition, combined with his insights into the shortcomings of
modernity, will interest anyone concerned about today's shifting cultural attitudes
toward liberalism. Originally published in 1997. The Princeton Legacy Library uses
the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-ofprint books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them
in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the
thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in
1905.

The Stone Reader: Modern Philosophy in 133 Arguments
NATIONAL BESTSELLER Eight months on the bestseller lists in France! From the
timeless wisdom of the ancient Greeks to Christianity, the Enlightenment,
existentialism, and postmodernism, Luc Ferry’s instant classic brilliantly and
accessibly explains the enduring teachings of philosophy—including its profound
relevance to modern daily life and its essential role in achieving happiness and
living a meaningful life. This lively journey through the great thinkers will enlighten
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every reader, young and old.

What Is the Good Life?
A philosopher and mechanic extolls the virtues of manual labor, describing how the
satisfactions and challenges of creating with one's own hands promotes a sense of
connection to life that office work suppresses.

Learning to Live
What is the common element linking the right to health care and the right of free
speech, the right to leisure and the right of free association, the right to work and
the right to be protected? Debates on the rights of man abound in the media
today, but all too often they remain confused and fail to recognize the fundamental
political conceptions on which they hinge. Several French theorists have recently
attempted a new account of rights, one that would replace the discredited Marxist
view of rights as mere formalities concealing the realities of class domination. In
this final volume of Political Philosophy, Luc Ferry and Alain Renaut summarize
these efforts and put forward their own set of arguments.

Introducing Philosophy
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We may have heard of Socrates, Plato, Descartes and Nietzsche, but what did they
believe? What were their famous aphorisms? This Book Will Make You Think:
Philosophical Quotes and What They Mean explains as simply as possible the ideas
behind the world's most highly regarded philosophers, examining their beliefs and
presenting choice quotes that succinctly distil their most famous theories. Written
in an accessible and informative style, this book will help readers get to grips with
the complex concepts of philosophy through the ages, and help match the theories
to the names.

The Skeptical Student
Has inquiry into the meaning of life become outmoded in a universe where the
other-worldiness of religion no longer speaks to us as it once did, or, as Nietzsche
proposed, where we are now the creators of our own value? Has the ancient
question of the "good life" disappeared, another victim of the technological world?
For Luc Ferry, the answer to both questions is a resounding no. In What Is the Good
Life? Ferry argues that the question of the meaning of life, on which much
philosophical debate throughout the centuries has rested, has not vanished, but at
the very least the question is posed differently today. Ferry points out the
pressures in our secularized world that tend to reduce the idea of a successful life
or "good life" to one of wealth, career satisfaction, and prestige. Without deserting
the secular presuppositions of our world, he shows that we can give ourselves a
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richer sense of life's possibilities. The "good life" consists of harmonizing life's
different forces in a way that enables one to achieve a sense of personal
satisfaction in the realization of one's creative abilities.

French Philosophy of the Sixties
On the history of fashion and mass culture

A Critical Dictionary of the French Revolution
In recent years, an increasing number of thinkers have grown suspicious of the
Enlightenment ideals of progress, reason, and freedom. These critics, many
inspired by Martin Heidegger, have attacked modern philosophy's attempt to
ground a vision of the world upon the liberty of the human subject. Pointing to the
rise of totalitarian regimes in this century, they argue that the Enlightenment has
promoted the enslavement of human beings rather than their freedom. In this first
of four volumes that aim to revitalize the fundamental values of modern political
thought, one of the leading figures in the contemporary revival of liberalism in
France responds to these critics and offers a philosophically cogent defense of a
humanistic modernity. Luc Ferry reexamines the philosopical basis of the
contemporary retreat from the Enlightenment and then suggests his own
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alternative, which defends the ideals of modernity while giving due consideration
to the objections of the critics.
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