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The Philosophy of Reenchantment
Does the existence of evil call into doubt the existence of God? Show me the
argument. Philosophy starts with questions, but attempts at answers are just as
important, and these answers require reasoned argument. Cutting through dense
philosophical prose, 100 famous and influential arguments are presented in their
essence, with premises, conclusions and logical form plainly identified. Key
quotations provide a sense of style and approach. Just the Arguments is an
invaluable one-stop argument shop. A concise, formally structured summation of
100 of the most important arguments in Western philosophy The first book of its
kind to present the most important and influential philosophical arguments in a
clear premise/conclusion format, the language that philosophers use and students
are expected to know Offers succinct expositions of key philosophical arguments
without bogging them down in commentary Translates difficult texts to core
arguments Designed to provides a quick and compact reference to everything from
Aquinas’ “Five Ways” to prove the existence of God, to the metaphysical
possibilities of a zombie world

Western Philosophy
This is an updated edition of John Cottingham's acclaimed translation of
Descartes's philosophical masterpiece, including an abridgement of Descartes's
Objections and Replies.

The Spiritual Dimension
One of the world's leading Descartes scholars explores central areas of his
philosophy, including his views on the nature of thought, the relationship between
mind and body, his scientific worldview and its influence on modern thinking, the
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place of God in his philosophical system, and his account of the emotions and the
good life.

The Norton Introduction to Philosophy
Written by a team of distinguished scholars, this is an authoritative and
comprehensive history of Western philosophy from its earliest beginnings to the
present day. The book is illustrated with over 150 colour and black-and-white
pictures, chosen to illuminate and complement the text. Now in paperback, this
lively and readable volume is an ideal introduction to philosophy for anyone
interested in the history of ideas. An outstanding team of contributors Stephen. R.
L. Clark on Ancient Philosophy Paul Vincent Spade on Medieval Philosophy Anthony
Kenny on Descartes to Kant Roger Scruton on Continental Philosophy from Fichte
to Sartre David Pears and Anthony Kenny on Mill to Wittgenstein Anthony Quinton
on Political Philosophy - ;Written by a team of distinguished scholars, this is an
authoritative and comprehensive history of Western philosophy from its earliest
beginnings to the present day. The book is illustrated with over 150 colour and
black-and-white pictures, chosen to illuminate and complement the text. Lively and
readable, this is an ideal introduction to philosophy for anyone interested in the
history of ideas. `a wonderfully lucid exposition of difficult ideas' Tablet `Anthony
Kenny, the editor of this courageously erudite compendium, reminds us that
philosophy has always been fascinated by the interweaving of words and images,
while artists have played upon philosophic concepts.' Observer - ;Preface; Ancient
Philosophy; Medieval Philosophy; Descartes to Kant; Continental Philosophy from
Fichte to Sartre; Mill to Wittgenstein; Political Philosophy; Conclusion:
Contemporary Philosophy. - ;a wonderfully lucid exposition of difficult ideas Tablet;Anthony Kenny, the editor of this courageously erudite compendium,
reminds us that philosophy has always been fascinated by the interweaving of
words and images, while artists have played upon philosophic concepts. - Observer

Cartesian Reflections
Descartes occupies a position of pivotal importance as one of the founding fathers
of modern philosophy; he is, perhaps the most widely studied of all philosophers. In
this authoritative collection an international team of leading scholars in Cartesian
studies present the full range of Descartes' extraordinary philosophical
achievement. His life and the development of his thought, as well as the
intellectual background to and reception of his work, are treated at length. At the
core of the volume are a group of chapters on his metaphysics: the celebrated
'Cogito' argument, the proofs of God's existence, the 'Cartesian circle' and the
dualistic theory of the mind and its relation to his theological and scientific views.
Other chapters cover the philosophical implications of his work in algebra, his place
in the seventeenth-century scientific revolution, the structure of his physics, and
his work on physiology and psychology.

The Oxford Handbook of the History of Ethics
How our beliefs about the soul have developed through the ages, and why an
understanding of it still matters today The concept of the soul has been a recurring
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area of exploration since ancient times. What do we mean when we talk about
finding our soul, how do we know we have one, and does it hold any relevance in
today’s scientifically and technologically dominated society? From Socrates and
Augustine to Darwin and Freud, In Search of the Soul takes readers on a concise,
accessible journey into the origins of the soul in Western philosophy and culture,
and examines how the idea has developed throughout history to the present.
Touching on literature, music, art, and theology, John Cottingham illustrates how,
far from being redundant in contemporary times, the soul attunes us to the
importance of meaning and value, and experience and growth. A better
understanding of the soul might help all of us better understand what it is to be
human. Cottingham delves into the evolution of our thoughts about the soul
through landmark works—including those of Aristotle, Plato, and Descartes. He
considers the nature of consciousness and subjective experience, and discusses
the psychoanalytic view that large parts of the human psyche are hidden from
direct conscious awareness. He also reflects on the mysterious and universal
longing for transcendence that is an indelible part of our human makeup. Looking
at the soul’s many dimensions—historical, moral, psychological, and
spiritual—Cottingham makes a case for how it exerts a powerful pull on all of us. In
Search of the Soul is a testimony to how the soul remains a profoundly significant
aspect of human flourishing.

Medieval Thought
This book presents a philosophical study of the idea of reenchantment and its
merits in the interrelated fields of philosophical anthropology, ethics, and ontology.
It features chapters from leading contributors to the debate about reenchantment,
including Charles Taylor, John Cottingham, Akeel Bilgrami, and Jane Bennett. The
chapters examine neglected and contested notions such as enchantment,
transcendence, interpretation, attention, resonance, and the sacred or reverenceworthy—notions that are crucial to human self-understanding but have no place in
a scientific worldview. They also explore the significance of adopting a
reenchanting perspective for debates on major concepts such as nature,
naturalism, God, ontology, and disenchantment. Taken together, they demonstrate
that there is much to be gained from working with a more substantial and
affirmative concept of reenchantment, understood as a fundamental existential
orientation towards what is seen as meaningful and of value. The Philosophy of
Reenchantment will be of interest to scholars and advanced students in
philosophy—especially those working in moral philosophy, metaphysics, philosophy
of religion, theology, religious studies, and sociology.

Western Philosophy
Suppose you knew that, though you yourself would live your life to its natural end,
the earth and all its inhabitants would be destroyed thirty days after your death. To
what extent would you remain committed to your current projects and plans?
Would scientists still search for a cure for cancer? Would couples still want
children? In Death and the Afterlife, philosopher Samuel Scheffler poses this
thought experiment in order to show that the continued life of the human race
after our deaths--the "afterlife" of the title--matters to us to an astonishing and
previously neglected degree. Indeed, Scheffler shows that, in certain important
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respects, the future existence of people who are as yet unborn matters more to us
than our own continued existence and the continued existence of those we love.
Without the expectation that humanity has a future, many of the things that now
matter to us would cease to do so. By contrast, the prospect of our own deaths
does little to undermine our confidence in the value of our activities. Despite the
terror we may feel when contemplating our deaths, the prospect of humanity's
imminent extinction would pose a far greater threat to our ability to lead lives of
wholehearted engagement. Scheffler further demonstrates that, although we are
not unreasonable to fear death, personal immortality, like the imminent extinction
of humanity, would also undermine our confidence in the values we hold dear. His
arresting conclusion is that, in order for us to lead value-laden lives, what is
necessary is that we ourselves should die and that others should live. Death and
the Afterlife concludes with commentary by four distinguished philosophers--Harry
Frankfurt, Niko Kolodny, Seana Shiffrin, and Susan Wolf--who discuss Scheffler's
ideas with insight and imagination. Scheffler adds a final reply.

Death and the Afterlife
Modern Philosophy: An Anthology features a broad range of selections from
important but seldom anthologized works in the philosophy of psychology, natural
science, morality, politics and religion. Features a broad range of selections from
works in the philosophy of psychology, natural science, morality, politics and
religion. Places the modern thinkers in conversation with each other, including
Leibniz on Descartes and Spinoza, Reid on Locke and Hume, and Kant on Hobbes.
Offers important, but seldom anthologized primary works.

Classical Thought
The Spiritual Dimension offers a new model for the philosophy of religion, bringing
together emotional and intellectual aspects of our human experience, and
embracing practical as well as theoretical concerns. It shows how a religious
worldview is best understood not as an isolated set of doctrines, but as intimately
related to spiritual praxis and to the search for self-understanding and moral
growth. It argues that the religious quest requires a certain emotional openness,
but can be pursued without sacrificing our philosophical integrity. Touching on
many important debates in contemporary philosophy and theology, but accessible
to general readers, The Spiritual Dimension covers a range of central topics in the
philosophy of religion, including scientific cosmology and the problem of evil;
ethical theory and the objectivity of goodness; psychoanalytic thought, selfdiscovery and virtue; the multi-layered nature of religious discourse; and the
relation between faith and evidence.

Descartes: Meditations on First Philosophy
These two 1985 volumes provide a translation of the philosophical works of
Descartes, based on the best available Latin and French texts. They are intended
to replace the only reasonably comprehensive selection of his works in English, by
Haldane and Ross, first published in 1911. All the works included in that edition are
translated here, together with a number of additional texts crucial for an
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understanding of Cartesian philosophy, including important material from
Descartes' scientific writings. The result should meet the widespread demand for
an accurate and authoritative edition of Descartes' philosophical writings in clear
and readable modern English.

Philosophy of Logic
This clear and accessible introduction to classical thought spans over a thousand
years, from Homer to St Augustine. The Presocratics, Socrates, Plato, Aristotle,
Stoics, Epicureans, and Neoplatonists are all covered, as well as other important
thinkers such as Greek tragedians, historians, medical writers, and early Christian
thinkers. The book embraces a broad range of themes, including ethics, the theory
of knowledge, philosophy of mind, and philosophicaltheology.

Descartes
The Middle Ages span a period of well over a millennium: from the emperor
Constantine's Christian conversion in 312 to the early sixteenth century. David
Luscombe's clear and accessible history of medieval thought steers a clear path
through this long period, beginning with the three greatest influences on medieval
philosophy: Augustine, Boethius, and Pseudo-Denis, and focusing on Abelard,
Anselm, Aquinas, Ockham, Duns Scotus, and Eckhart among others in the twelfth
to fifteenth centuries.

Descartes: Meditations on First Philosophy
Building on the virtues that made the first edition of "A Presocratics Reader" -- the
most widely used sourcebook for the study of the Presocratics and Sophists -- this
second edition offers even more value and a wider selection of fragments from
these philosophical predecessors and contemporaries of Socrates. With revised
introductions, annotations, suggestions for further reading, and more, the second
edition draws on the wealth of new scholarship published on these fascinating
thinkers over the past decade or more, a remarkably rich period in Presocratic
studies. At the volume's core, as ever, are the fragments themselves but now in
thoroughly revised and, in some cases, new translations.

Understanding Non-Western Philosophy
Seventeenth-century philosophy scholars come together in this volume to address
the Insiders--Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Locke, and Hobbes--and Outsiders--Pierre
Gassendi, Kenelm Digby, Theophilus Gale, Ralph Cudworth and Nicholas
Malebranche--of the philosocial canon, and the ways in which reputations are
created and confirmed. In their own day, these ten figures were all considered to
be thinkers of substantial repute, and it took some time for the Insiders to come to
be regarded as major and original philosophers. Today these Insiders all feature in
the syllabi of most history of philosophy courses taught in western universities, and
the papers in this collection, contrasting the stories of their receptions with those
of the Outsiders, give an insight into the history of philosophy which is generally
overlooked.
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On the Meaning of Life
A topically organized introductory philosophy text that takes the position that the
study of philosophy is both natural and fun. The text includes separate chapters on
philosophy of art, philosophy of freedom, and social and political philosophy.

Why Believe?
Descartes's Meditations on First Philosophy remains one of the most widely studied
works of Western philosophy. This volume is a refreshed and updated edition of
John Cottingham's bestselling 1996 edition, based on his translation in the
acclaimed three-volume Cambridge edition of The Philosophical Writings of
Descartes. It presents the complete text of Descartes's central metaphysical
masterpiece, the Meditations, in clear, readable modern English, and it offers the
reader additional material in a thematic abridgement of the Objections and
Replies, providing a deeper understanding of how Descartes developed and
clarified his arguments in response to critics. Cottingham also provides an updated
introduction, together with a substantially revised bibliography, taking into account
recent literature and developments in Descartes studies. The volume will be a vital
resource for students reading the Meditations, as well as those studying Descartes
and early modern philosophy.

How to Believe
This text combines an introduction to the themes traditionally covered in the
philosophy of religion with contemporary developments in the discipline, such as
natural histories of religion and feminist approaches.

The Philosophical Writings of Descartes:
Based on the new and much acclaimed two-volume Cambridge edition of The
Philosophical Writings of Descartes by Cottingham, Stoothoff and Murdoch, this
anthology of essential texts contains the most important and widely studied of
those writings, including the Discourse and Meditations and substantial extracts
from the Regulae, Optics, Principles, Objectives and Replies, Comments on a
Broadsheet, and Passions of the Soul. In clear, readable, modern English, with a full
text and running references to the standard Franco-Latin edition of Descartes, this
book is planned as the definitive one-volume reader for all English-speaking
students of Descartes.

The Oxford Illustrated History of Western Philosophy
The question 'What is the meaning of life?' is one of the most fascinating, oldest
and most difficult questions human beings have ever posed themselves. In an
increasingly secularized culture, it remains a question to which we are ineluctably
and powerfully drawn. Drawing skillfully on a wealth of thinkers, writers and
scientists from Augustine, Descartes, Freud and Camus, to Spinoza, Pascal, Darwin,
and Wittgenstein, On the Meaning of Life breathes new vitality into one of the very
biggest questions.
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Philosophy And Philosophers
Western Philosophy: An Anthology provides the most comprehensive and
authoritative survey of the Western philosophical tradition from ancient Greece to
the leading philosophers of today. Features substantial and carefully chosen
excerpts from all the greats of philosophy, arranged thematically and
chronologically Readings are introduced and linked together by a lucid
philosophical commentary which guides the reader through the key arguments
Embraces all the major subfields of philosophy: theory of knowledge and
metaphysics, philosophy of mind, religion and science, moral philosophy
(theoretical and applied), political theory, and aesthetics Updated edition now
includes additional contemporary readings in each section Augmented by two
completely new sections on logic and language, and philosophy and the meaning
of life

The Cambridge Companion to Descartes
'I realized it was necessary to demolish everything and start again right from the
foundations, if I wanted to establish anything in the sciences that was stable and
likely to last.' Ren Descartes Revered as the 'father of modern philosophy',
Descartes is one of the most influential philosophers of all time, but his ideas are
also highly controversial and have been subjected to intense criticism by presentday philosophers. John Cottingham examines Descartes's remarkable attempt to
construct a new basis for scientific understanding, his famous first principle, 'I am
thinking, therefore I exist,' and his notorious and often misunderstood account of
the relation between mind and body. He also tackles fascinating and lesser-known
aspects of Descartes's philosophy, including his views on language, human and
animal nature, the role of the emotions in the good life, and the place of God in
science and ethics. Extracts are taken from the whole range of Descartes's
writings, including the Discourse on the Method, Meditations on First Philosophy,
Principles of Philosophy and his last book, the Passions of the Soul, as well as
extracts from his philosophical letters.

The Rationalists
This collection explores Descartes work. Five principles were used to select the
articles: the convergence of history of science and history of philosophy; different
views considering his work; Descartes in relevant intellectual history; and literature
used by teachers and students.

Western Philosophy
The papers presented in this volume examine topics of central interest in
contemporary philosophy of logic. They include reflections on the nature of logic
and its relevance for philosophy today, and explore in depth developments in
informal logic and the relation of informal to symbolic logic, mathematical
metatheory and the limiting metatheorems, modal logic, many-valued logic,
relevance and paraconsistent logic, free logics, extensional v. intensional logics,
the logic of fiction, epistemic logic, formal logical and semantic paradoxes, the
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concept of truth, the formal theory of entailment, objectual and substitutional
interpretation of the quantifiers, infinity and domain constraints, the LöwenheimSkolem theorem and Skolem paradox, vagueness, modal realism v. actualism,
counterfactuals and the logic of causation, applications of logic and mathematics
to the physical sciences, logically possible worlds and counterpart semantics, and
the legacy of Hilbert’s program and logicism. The handbook is meant to be both a
compendium of new work in symbolic logic and an authoritative resource for
students and researchers, a book to be consulted for specific information about
recent developments in logic and to be read with pleasure for its technical acumen
and philosophical insights. - Written by leading logicians and philosophers Comprehensive authoritative coverage of all major areas of contemporary research
in symbolic logic - Clear, in-depth expositions of technical detail - Progressive
organization from general considerations to informal to symbolic logic to
nonclassical logics - Presents current work in symbolic logic within a unified
framework - Accessible to students, engaging for experts and professionals Insightful philosophical discussions of all aspects of logic - Useful bibliographies in
every chapter

Modern Philosophy - From Descartes to Nietzsche
This clear, concise account of rationalist philosophy focuses mainly, though not
exclusively, on its greatest figures, Descartes, Spinoza, and Leibniz, showing how
closely their ideas are related, despite the radically different philosophical systems
they produced.

Philosophy of Religion
Presents the philosophical ideas of some of the most important thinkers
throughout history along with a treatment of some of the key concepts of
philosophy, such as freedom, conscience, knowledge, equality, and free will.

Philosophy and the Good Life
Edited by a team of four leading philosophers, The Norton Introduction to
Philosophy introduces students to contemporary perspectives on major
philosophical issues and questions. This text features an impressive array of
readings, including 25 specially-commissioned essays by prominent philosophers.
A student-friendly presentation, a handy format, and a low price make The Norton
Introduction to Philosophy as accessible and affordable as it is up-to-date.

Insiders and Outsiders in Seventeenth-Century Philosophy
René Descartes 1596-1650 The `father of modern philosophy?, René Descartes has
been accorded all the admiration a father customarily receives ? and all the
resentment. That mind-body duality by which he so deftly made sense of us now
seems less paradigm than prison. And yet, to unthink it appears impossible. For
better of worse, Descartes must remain our starting-point in the attempt to
understand ourselves and our relation to our world. Yet if the problems begin with
Descartes, so too may some of the solutions. John Cottingham?s fascinating guide
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finds in the French philosopher?s own neglected later work some intriguing hints as
to how the stumbling-blocks might be surmounted. The father of modern
philosophy, it seems, might yet be his child?s deliverer.

A Presocratics Reader (Second Edition)
Why Believe? sees John Cottingham, a philosopher of searing intellectual honesty,
examine our society's struggle with the concept of belief. Cottingham's carefully
reasoned yet impassioned account shows how the religious outlook connects with
our deepest human longings, how it links up with our moral and aesthetic
experience, how it is integrally involved in the quest for self understanding, and
how it is not after all in conflict with a scientific understanding of the world.

Descartes
In this book, abstract intellectual argument meets ordinary human experience on
matters such as the existence of God and the relation between religion and
morality.

The Meaning of Life and the Great Philosophers
Descartes has often been called the 'father of modern philosophy'. His attempts to
find foundations for knowledge, and to reconcile the existence of the soul with the
emerging science of his time, are among the most influential and widely studied in
the history of philosophy. This is a classic and challenging introduction to
Descartes by one of the most distinguished modern philosophers. Bernard Williams
not only analyzes Descartes' project of founding knowledge on certainty, but
uncovers the philosophical motives for his search. With acute insight, he
demonstrates how Descartes' Meditations are not merely a description but the
very enactment of philosophical thought and discovery. Williams covers all of the
key areas of Descartes' thought, including God, the will, the possibility of
knowledge, and the mind and its place in nature. He also makes profound
contributions to the theory of knowledge, metaphysics and philosophy generally.
With a new foreword by John Cottingham.

Descartes
First published in 1994. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

How To Read Descartes
This collection of important readings in African, Asian, and Southern Mediterranean
philosophy is the perfect supplement for instructors who wish to introduce nonWestern materials to their students. The readings are presented chronologically
within four sections covering the following geographical areas: Africa, West Asia,
North Africa, Islamic Spain, South Asia, and East Asia.

Just the Arguments
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Western Philosophy: An Anthology provides the most comprehensive and
authoritative survey of the Western philosophical tradition from ancient Greece to
the leading philosophers of today. Features substantial and carefully chosen
excerpts from all the greats of philosophy, arranged thematically and
chronologically Readings are introduced and linked together by a lucid
philosophical commentary which guides the reader through the key arguments
Embraces all the major subfields of philosophy: theory of knowledge and
metaphysics, philosophy of mind, religion and science, moral philosophy
(theoretical and applied), political theory, and aesthetics Updated edition now
includes additional contemporary readings in each section Augmented by two
completely new sections on logic and language, and philosophy and the meaning
of life

Descartes: Selected Philosophical Writings
John Cottingham's 1998 study examines three philosophical approaches to the
systematic understanding of human nature.

The Great Philosophers: Descartes
Western Philosophy: An Anthology provides the most comprehensive and
authoritative survey of the Western philosophical tradition from ancient Greece to
the leading philosophers of today. Features substantial and carefully chosen
excerpts from all the greats of philosophy, arranged thematically and
chronologically Readings are introduced and linked together by a lucid
philosophical commentary which guides the reader through the key arguments
Embraces all the major subfields of philosophy: theory of knowledge and
metaphysics, philosophy of mind, religion and science, moral philosophy
(theoretical and applied), political theory, and aesthetics Updated edition now
includes additional contemporary readings in each section Augmented by two
completely new sections on logic and language, and philosophy and the meaning
of life

Western Philosophy
In Why Believe? (Continuum) Professor John Cottingham argued that every human
being possesses impulses and aspirations for which religious belief offers a home.
His new book, How to Believe is concerned not so much with why we should
believe as with what leads a person to become a believer. Cottingham challenges
believers and non-believers alike to think afresh about the need to change their
lives and about what such change might involve.

In Search of the Soul
The Meaning of Life and the Great Philosophers reveals how great philosophers of
the past sought to answer the question of the meaning of life. This edited
collection includes thirty-five chapters which each focus on a major philosophical
figure, from Confucius to Rorty, and that imaginatively engage with the topic from
their perspective. This volume also contains a Postscript on the historical origins
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and original significance of the phrase ‘the meaning of life’. Written by leading
experts in the field, such as A.C. Grayling, Thaddeus Metz and John Cottingham,
this unique and engaging book explores the relevance of the history of philosophy
to contemporary debates. It will prove essential reading for students and scholars
studying the history of philosophy, philosophy of religion, ethics, metaphysics or
comparative philosophy.

Does the Center Hold?
This latest volume in the Oxford Readings in Philosophy series brings together
some of the most influential and stimulating essays on Descartes' philosophy to
have appeared in the last fifty years, edited by the renowned Descartes specialist
Professor John Cottingham. A lucid introduction bythe editor outlines the principle
features of Descartes' philosophy and summarizes the main arguments of each
chapter. Covering the full range of Descartes' thought, the volume opens with a
cluster of central issues in Descartes' metaphysics: systematic doubt, the Cogito,
clarity and distinctness,and the Cartesian Circle; followed by chapters on
Descartes' theory of the will, and his account of necessity and possibility. Two
notorious and interrelated problems in Descartes' system are then dealt with: the
distinction between mind and body, and the unity of the human being. There
followchapters on Descartes' account of human nature and the passions, and his
treatment of animals; and the volume closes with three chapters on Cartesian
science, covering Descartes' views on the relationship between experiment and
deduction, his account of scientific explanation, and the notion ofcausal agency or
force in his physics. These broad-ranging and accessible perspectives on
Descartes' work will be essential reading for students and specialists.

Philosophy of Religion
Philosophical ethics consists in the human endeavour to answer the fundamental
question of how we should live. The Oxford Handbook of the History of Ethics
explores the history of philosophical ethics in the western tradition from Homer
until the present day. It provides a broad overview of the views of many of the
main thinkers, schools, and periods. The authors are international leaders in their
field, and use their expertise and specialist knowledge toilluminate the relevance
of their work to discussions in contemporary ethics. Each essay is specially written
for this volume, and introduces the main lines of interpretation and criticism that
have arisen inthe professional history of philosophy over the past two or three
decades.
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