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"Examines the crisis of a late eighteenth-century anthropology as it relates to the
emergence of a modern consciousness that sees itself as condemned to draw its
norms and very self-understanding from itself"--Provided by publisher.

The Information Manifold
Why can't you remember where you put your keys? Or the title of the movie you
saw last week? Anyone older than forty knows that forgetfulness can be unnerving,
frustrating, and sometimes terrifying. With compassion and humor, acclaimed
journalist Cathryn Jakobson Ramin explores the factors that determine how well or
poorly one's brain will age. She takes readers along on her lively
journey—consulting with experts in the fields of sleep, stress, traumatic brain
injury, hormones, genetics, and dementia, as well as specialists in nutrition,
cognitive psychology, and the burgeoning field of drug-based cognitive
enhancement. Along the way, she turns up fresh scientific findings, explores the
dark regions of the human brain, and hears the intimate confessions of highfunctioning midlife adults who—like so many of us—are desperate to understand
exactly what's going on upstairs.

The Invention of News
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A freewheeling, sharp-shooting indictment of a tech-besotted culture. With razor
wit, Nicholas Carr cuts through Silicon Valley’s unsettlingly cheery vision of the
technological future to ask a hard question: Have we been seduced by a lie?
Gathering a decade’s worth of posts from his blog, Rough Type, as well as his
seminal essays, Utopia Is Creepy is “Carr’s best hits for those who missed the last
decade of his stream of thoughtful commentary about our love affair with
technology and its effect on our relationships” (Richard Cytowic, New York Journal
of Books). Carr draws on artists ranging from Walt Whitman to the Clash, while
weaving in the latest findings from science and sociology. Carr’s favorite targets
are those zealots who believe so fervently in computers and data that they
abandon common sense. Cheap digital tools do not make us all the next Fellini or
Dylan. Social networks, diverting as they may be, are not vehicles for selfenlightenment. And “likes” and retweets are not going to elevate political
discourse. Utopia Is Creepy compels us to question the technological momentum
that has trapped us in its flow. “Resistance is never futile,” argues Carr, and this
book delivers the proof.

Glut
A New York Times Notable Book A Los Angeles Times and Cleveland Plain Dealer
Best Book of the Year Winner of the PEN/E. O. Wilson Literary Science Writing
Award From the bestselling author of the acclaimed Chaos and Genius comes a
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thoughtful and provocative exploration of the big ideas of the modern era:
Information, communication, and information theory. Acclaimed science writer
James Gleick presents an eye-opening vision of how our relationship to information
has transformed the very nature of human consciousness. A fascinating intellectual
journey through the history of communication and information, from the language
of Africa's talking drums to the invention of written alphabets; from the electronic
transmission of code to the origins of information theory, into the new information
age and the current deluge of news, tweets, images, and blogs. Along the way,
Gleick profiles key innovators, including Charles Babbage, Ada Lovelace, Samuel
Morse, and Claude Shannon, and reveals how our understanding of information is
transforming not only how we look at the world, but how we live.

Rube Goldberg
Innovation is a primary source of economic growth, and yet only one idea out of
3,000 becomes a successful product or service. Scalable Innovation: A Guide for
Inventors, Entrepreneurs, and IP Professionals introduces a model for the
innovation process, helping innovators to understand the nature and timing of
opportunities and risks on the path to success. The authors apply systems thinking
to discover real-life challenges, and provide tools for turning these challenges into
opportunities for practical, scalable innovation. The book is organized into four
sections: Prologue exposes key barriers to creativity and innovation. It provides
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telling examples of how years in school and at work make us accept common
wisdoms that are likely to hurt our chances to create or take advantage of
breakthrough innovations. Section I introduces a system model for understanding
technology and solving problems. It shows how to connect the model with real-life
solutions, including their reflection in patents. Section II introduces tools for
thinking outside the box, considers the role of luck in success of inventions, and
presents tools for flexible thinking and imagination development. Section III
discusses system dynamics, including how the elements of systems evolve,
creating space for invention and scalable innovation. The authors illustrate this
with case studies from various industries and technology areas. They analyze
several landmark innovations in detail, revealing surprising and essential elements
common to all of them. This book presents simple principles that form the
foundation of successful innovation, enabling practitioners to anticipate and
expedite the creation of value through the guided innovation process. It outlines
the most common barriers in reasoning and false beliefs about innovation that
impede practitioners from seeing problems in a new light and offers specific ways
of dealing with these barriers. It also provides specific tools for quickly identifying
essential present and missing elements of systems underpinning high-value
problems and their proposed solutions, resulting in an accelerated innovation
development and evaluation cycle.

Remembrance of Things Present
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"If humanity is in misery, it may not be my fault, but if I die leaving humanity with
the same amount of misery, then it is my fault." "The Constitution of The United
Peoples of Earth" is a seminal literary composition by the 21st century
Neuroscientist and Thinker Abhijit Naskar, that provides the foundational pillars of
a truly egalitarian, progressive and global human society for all the governments of
our planet. The purpose of this magnificent human creation is unification of all the
citizens of Earth as one human species, beyond all forms of sectarian identities.
This document is to be the backbone of humanity, ensuring harmony, justice and
progress in the entire global conscientious kingdom of humans.

Ecologies of invention
Why the card catalog--a "paper machine" with rearrangeable elements--can be
regarded as a precursor of the computer. Today on almost every desk in every
office sits a computer. Eighty years ago, desktops were equipped with a
nonelectronic data processing machine: a card file. In Paper Machines, Markus
Krajewski traces the evolution of this proto-computer of rearrangeable parts (file
cards) that became ubiquitous in offices between the world wars. The story begins
with Konrad Gessner, a sixteenth-century Swiss polymath who described a new
method of processing data: to cut up a sheet of handwritten notes into slips of
paper, with one fact or topic per slip, and arrange as desired. In the late eighteenth
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century, the card catalog became the librarian's answer to the threat of
information overload. Then, at the turn of the twentieth century, business adopted
the technology of the card catalog as a bookkeeping tool. Krajewski explores this
conceptual development and casts the card file as a "universal paper machine"
that accomplishes the basic operations of Turing's universal discrete machine:
storing, processing, and transferring data. In telling his story, Krajewski takes the
reader on a number of illuminating detours, telling us, for example, that the card
catalog and the numbered street address emerged at the same time in the same
city (Vienna), and that Harvard University's home-grown cataloging system grew
out of a librarian's laziness; and that Melvil Dewey (originator of the Dewey
Decimal System) helped bring about the technology transfer of card files to
business.

Organizing Enlightenment
Middle school is a time of change, when things begin to look different and
assumptions start to be questioned, and today more than ever it’s tough to know
what to believe. This unique and timely book won’t tell you what to think—that’s
up to you!—but it will show you how to think more deeply about your own life and
current events. Covering a wide range of subjects affecting the world today,
including human and animal rights, social media, cyber bullying, the refugee crisis,
and more, THINK FOR YOURSELF will help you to learn how to ask questions,
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analyze evidence, and use logic to draw conclusions, so you can solve problems
and make smart decisions. Each chapter of the book covers one key step in the
critical thinking process, and includes a real-world example to help convey the
importance and relevance of every step: Ask Questions: If you want to be a critical
thinker, it helps to be curious. It’s normal to wonder about the world around us.
Some questions are big, and some are small. Sometimes questions can spark
debate and argument. All critical thinking starts with at least one question. Gather
Evidence: First, find information—from making observations to interviewing
experts to researching a topic online or in books. Then make connections and draw
conclusions. Evaluating Evidence: Smart thinkers evaluate the importance,
accuracy and relevancy of the information they gather. Getting Curious: Consider
other points of view, examine your own point of view, understand the power of
emotion, and practice empathy. Draw Conclusions: The final step in the critical
thinking process, this is based on reason and evidence. Revisit your original
question, review the evidence and what you’ve learned, and consider your values.
And remember: critical thinking doesn’t stop when you’ve reached a decision.
Learn how to discuss and debate other points of view. Then keep growing.
Sometimes you might change your mind—that’s OK, too! Featuring profiles of reallife inspiring young critical thinkers from around the world, checklists, quizzes, and
activities, THINK FOR YOURSELF is a clever and fun illustrated guide that teaches
middle schoolers that even young people can make a difference in the world just
by thinking smart and understanding. INCLUDES: Your Turn: activities to help
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connect ideas to readers’ lives Quizzes Profiles of inspiring young critical thinkers A
Reading List for Young Thinkers Teacher's guides Plus a table of contents, index,
and glossary for easy searching

Mailbox Money!
New York Times bestseller • Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize “This is a book to shake
up the world.” —Ann Patchett Nicholas Carr’s bestseller The Shallows has become
a foundational book in one of the most important debates of our time: As we enjoy
the internet’s bounties, are we sacrificing our ability to read and think deeply? This
10th-anniversary edition includes a new afterword that brings the story up to date,
with a deep examination of the cognitive and behavioral effects of smartphones
and social media.

Utopia Is Creepy: And Other Provocations
A scientist with a revolutionary cure for AIDS is incarcerated without explanation.
Valuable artifacts are mysteriously misplaced by a prominent archaeological
institution. Three celebrated astronauts perish in a suspicious fire after voicing
their criticism of the US space program. Yet our world's most powerful agencies
hastily dispel these alarming reports as conspiracy theories, and bury them in
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padlocked archives. The fact is that a suppression syndrome exists in our society.
Suppressed Inventions and Other Discoveries exposes the startling degree of truth
behind the rumors. Jonathan Eisen has collected over forty intriguing stories of
scientific cover-ups and programs of misinformation concocted to conceal some of
the most phenomenal innovations in mankind's history. These no-holds-barred
accounts force us to confront the naivete -- and danger -- of trusting our academic
and political leaders to act always for the common good. Suppressed Inventions
and Other Discoveries presents documented evidence that corporate self-interest,
scientific arrogance, and political savvy have contrived to keep us in the dark
about technological breakthroughs or interplanetary contact that may shift the
current balance of power. Prepare yourself for a revealing look at the research and
development to which we've been denied access. Suppressed Inventions and Other
Discoveries begins by examining the ties that bind the medical establishment to
powerful pharmaceutical corporations. Then it details the struggle of the
independent researcher against Orthodox Science and its code of conduct, the
Scientific Method. Next, the book investigates the cover-up of information
concerning UFOs andextraterrestrial life that's certain to make you reconsider what
you thought was science fiction. The final section discusses just a few of the
numerous alternate energy resources and fuel savers that, if put on the market
today, would soon run the fossil fuel monopolies out of business. It's clear that
we're sorely lacking some vital information. Suppressed Inventions and Other
Discoveries is a bold -- and necessary -- effort to help us educate ourselves. Our
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future depends on it.

The Beautiful Cigar Girl
'Thought-provoking and practical Good advice based on sound neuroscientific
principles' Sunday Times In The Organized Mind, New York Times and Sunday
Times bestselling author and neuroscientist Daniel Levitin offers solutions for the
problems of information overload.
___________________________________________________ Overwhelmed by demands on
your time? Baffled by the sheer volume of data? You're not alone. Even the
smartest mind can't beat the organized mind - when we're unable to make sense
of it all, our creativity plummets, our decision making suffers and we grow absentminded. Nowadays, we drown under emails, forever juggle six tasks at once and
try to make complex decisions ever more quickly. This is information overload.
Using a combination of academic research and examples from daily life, Daniel
Levitin explains how to take back control of your life, from healthcare to online
dating to raising kids, showing that the secret to success is always organization.
You'll discover life-changing facts about: - How to make the most of your brain's
daily processing limit - Why pressing Send or clicking Like are addictive - Why
daydreaming is your brain at its most productive - What the most successful
people keep in their drawer - Why multitasking is a bad way to do nearly
everything In a world where information is power, The Organized Mind holds the
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key to harnessing that information and making it work for you.

Information Literacy
Davies examines how Renaissance illustrated maps shaped ideas about peoples of
the Americas, revealing relationships between civility, savagery and monstrosity.

Suppressed Inventions
A collection of Rube Goldberg's wackiest inventions features more than two
thousand "schematics" from the immensely popular comic for everything from
suicide machines to a pick-pocket device designed for politicians.

Information Overload
Encyclopedia of Internet Technologies and Applications
This set of conference proceedings derives from the Information Literacy:
Recognising the Need conference at Staffordshire University, 17 May 2006. The
papers in this book discuss key themes in information literacy and have been
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written by several renowned experts in the field. Information literacy is not just
about finding information: it is a true catalyst for educational change. It enables
independent lifelong learning. These papers consider the position of information
literacy in the higher education arena, how students bewitched by easy internet
searching can be engaged in the learning process and how information
professionals and academic colleagues might move in partnership towards the
information literate university. Papers written by renowned experts in the field of
information literacy Highlights a variety of topical issues - both practical and
theoretical Gives a useful overview of information literacy for those previously
unfamiliar with this aspect of teaching and learning

The Rise of the Research University
Are artists, designers and musicians inventors? Or does the invention originate
from scientific discovery alone? Ecologies of Invention is the first collection of
essays that brings together writers and scholars of international standing from the
University of Sydney and beyond to examine assumptions underlying notions of
inventiveness. The writers explain how inventiveness borne out of aesthetic
ambitions is impacting on and changing our culture and society. Ecologies of
Invention describes the articulation of inventive capacities across disciplines and
across multiple scales, from personal capacities to the social, spatial and network
configurations that drive people to produce inventions. The book poses new
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questions for scholars, artists, architects, designers, historians, engineers,
scientists, lawyers and economists about the nature, origins and processes of
invention. 'This is a challenging book which confronts traditional thinking around
creativity and inventiveness and raises issues that need serious debate'. Barry
Jones AO

Ghetto
John Rennie Short disagrees with the common, negative stereotype of
globalization, arguing that the world today actually thrives on local differences and
that a global polity tends to reinforce, not repress, the power of individual nationstates.

Navigating Fake News, Alternative Facts, and Misinformation
in a Post-Truth World
A scientometrics expert analyzes the changing nature of factual information to
explain how knowledge in most fields evolves in systematic and predictable ways
that, if properly understood, can be powerful tools for training and professional
improvement.
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Becoming Human
“A fascinating account of the gathering and dissemination of news from the end of
the Middle Ages to the French Revolution” and the rise of the newspaper (Glenn
Altschuler, The Huffington Post). Long before the invention of printing, let alone the
daily newspaper, people wanted to stay informed. In the pre-industrial era, news
was mostly shared through gossip, sermons, and proclamations. The age of print
brought pamphlets, ballads, and the first news-sheets. In this groundbreaking
history, renowned historian Andrew Pettegree tracks the evolution of news in ten
countries over the course of four centuries, examining the impact of news media
on contemporary events and the lives of an ever-more-informed public. The
Invention of News sheds light on who controlled the news and who reported it; the
use of news as a tool of political protest and religious reform; issues of privacy and
titillation; the persistent need for news to be current and for journalists to be
trustworthy; and people’s changing sense of themselves and their communities as
they experienced newly opened windows on the world. “This expansive view of
news and how it reached people will be fascinating to readers interested in
communication and cultural history.” —Library Journal (starred review)

Network Culture
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A New York Times Notable Book of 2016 Winner of the Zócalo Public Square Book
Prize On March 29, 1516, the city council of Venice issued a decree forcing Jews to
live in il geto—a closed quarter named for the copper foundry that once occupied
the area. The term stuck. In this sweeping and original account, Mitchell Duneier
traces the idea of the ghetto from its beginnings in the sixteenth century and its
revival by the Nazis to the present. As Duneier shows, we cannot comprehend the
entanglements of race, poverty, and place in America today without recalling the
ghettos of Europe, as well as earlier efforts to understand the problems of the
American city. Ghetto is the story of the scholars and activists who tried to achieve
that understanding. As Duneier shows, their efforts to wrestle with race and
poverty cannot be divorced from their individual biographies, which often included
direct encounters with prejudice and discrimination in the academy and elsewhere.
Using new and forgotten sources, Duneier introduces us to Horace Cayton and St.
Clair Drake, graduate students whose conception of the South Side of Chicago
established a new paradigm for thinking about Northern racism and poverty in the
1940s. We learn how the psychologist Kenneth Clark subsequently linked Harlem’s
slum conditions with the persistence of black powerlessness, and we follow the
controversy over Daniel Patrick Moynihan’s report on the black family. We see how
the sociologist William Julius Wilson redefined the debate about urban America as
middle-class African Americans increasingly escaped the ghetto and the country
retreated from racially specific remedies. And we trace the education reformer
Geoffrey Canada’s efforts to transform the lives of inner-city children with
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ambitious interventions, even as other reformers sought to help families escape
their neighborhoods altogether. Duneier offers a clear-eyed assessment of the
thinkers and doers who have shaped American ideas about urban poverty—and the
ghetto. The result is a valuable new estimation of an age-old concept.

Intellectual Property Law
Predicts the pace of environmental change during the next thirty years and the
ways in which the individual must face and learn to cope with personal and social
change

Scalable Innovation
A sophisticated argument about how the internet and communication networks
impact on politics, democracy, and identity.

Idea to Invention
This book discusses the TRIPs Agreement, the Madrid Protocol and other
international conventions, and compares the basic principles of U.S.
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The Constitution of The United Peoples of Earth
Time capsules offer unexpected insights into how people view their own time,
place, and culture, as well as their duties to future generations. Remembrance of
Things Present traces the birth of this device to the Gilded Age, when growing
urban volatility prompted doubts about how the period would be remembered--or if
it would be remembered at all. Yablon details how diverse Americans - from
presidents and mayors to advocates for the rights of women, blacks, and workers constructed prospective memories of their present. They did so by contributing not
just written testimony to time capsules but also sources that historians and
archivists considered illegitimate, such as photographs, phonograph records, films,
and everyday artifacts. By offering a direct line to posterity, time capsules
stimulated various hopes for the future. Remembrance of Things Present delves
into these treasure chests to unearth those forgotten futures.

How We Think
If you want money in your mailbox from your ideas, this book is for you. Written by
inventors for inventors. Successful inventors tell how to create a continuing income
stream from your ideas. A step-by-step guide that teaches how to find your
potential licensees, how to approach them, how to present your idea, and how to
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nail down the deal. No nonsense, just common sense from two who have been
there and done that!

Too Much to Know
On July 28, 1841, the body of Mary Rogers, a twenty-year-old cigar girl, was found
floating in the Hudson-and New York's unregulated police force proved incapable of
solving the crime. One year later, a struggling writer named Edgar Allan Poe
decided to take on the case-and sent his fictional detective, C. Auguste Dupin, to
solve the baffling murder of Mary Rogers in "The Mystery of Marie Rog t."

Think for Yourself
Richly illustrated and exhaustively researched, "Glut" takes readers on an
intriguing cross-disciplinary journey through the deep history of human knowledge
systems and examines the problem of information overload.

Renaissance Ethnography and the Invention of the Human
This text presents an overview of smart information systems for both the private
and public sector, highlighting the research questions that can be studied by
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applying computational intelligence. The book demonstrates how to transform raw
data into effective smart information services, covering the challenges and
potential of this approach. Each chapter describes the algorithms, tools, measures
and evaluations used to answer important questions. This is then further illustrated
by a diverse selection of case studies reflecting genuine problems faced by SMEs,
multinational manufacturers, service companies, and the public sector. Features:
provides a state-of-the-art introduction to the field, integrating contributions from
both academia and industry; reviews novel information aggregation services;
discusses personalization and recommendation systems; examines sensor-based
knowledge acquisition services, describing how the analysis of sensor data can be
used to provide a clear picture of our world.

Future Shock
The modern research university is a global institution with a rich history that
stretches into an ivy-laden past, but for as much as we think we know about that
past, most of the writings that have recorded it are scattered across many archives
and, in many cases, have yet to be translated into English. With this book, Paul
Reitter, Chad Wellmon, and Louis Menand bring a wealth of these important texts
together, assembling a fascinating collection of primary sources—many translated
into English for the first time—that outline what would become the university as we
know it. The editors focus on the development of American universities such as
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Cornell, Johns Hopkins, Harvard, and the Universities of Chicago, California, and
Michigan. Looking to Germany, they translate a number of seminal sources that
formulate the shape and purpose of the university and place them next to hard-tofind English-language texts that took the German university as their inspiration,
one that they creatively adapted, often against stiff resistance. Enriching these
texts with short but insightful essays that contextualize their importance, the
editors offer an accessible portrait of the early research university, one that
provides invaluable insights not only into the historical development of higher
learning but also its role in modern society.

Global Dimensions
Provides the most thorough examination of Internet technologies and applications
for researchers in a variety of related fields. For the average Internet consumer, as
well as for experts in the field of networking and Internet technologies.

The Information
"In 1919, just months before he died unexpectedly of pneumonia, the sociologist
Max Weber published two lectures that he had recently delivered at the invitation
of a group of students. The question the students asked Weber to address in these
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lectures was simple and haunting. In a modern world characterized by the division
of labor, constant economic expansion, and unrelenting change, was vocation, in
intellectual work or politics, still possible? Responding to the students' sense of
urgency, Weber offered his clearest account of "the disenchantment of the world,"
as well as a seminal discussion of the place of values in the university classroom
and academic research. Similarly, in his politics lecture he gave students what is
undoubtedly his pithiest version of his account of the nature of political authority.
Weber's attempts to rethink vocation remain as relevant and as stirring as ever"--

The Shallows: What the Internet Is Doing to Our Brains
Since its inception, the research university has been the central institution of
knowledge in the West. Today its intellectual authority is being challenged on
many fronts, above all by radical technological change. Organizing Enlightenment
tells the story of how the university emerged in the early nineteenth century at a
similarly fraught moment of cultural anxiety about revolutionary technologies and
their disruptive effects on established institutions of knowledge. Drawing on the
histories of science, the university, and print, as well as media theory and
philosophy, Chad Wellmon explains how the research university and the ethic of
disciplinarity it created emerged as the final and most lasting technology of the
Enlightenment. Organizing Enlightenment reveals higher education’s story as one
not only of the production of knowledge but also of the formation of a particular
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type of person: the disciplinary self. In order to survive, the university would have
to institutionalize a new order of knowledge, one that was self-organizing,
internally coherent, and embodied in the very character of the modern, critical
scholar.

Mindfulness at Work For Dummies
In the current day and age, objective facts have less influence on opinions and
decisions than personal emotions and beliefs. Many individuals rely on their social
networks to gather information thanks to social media?s ability to share
information rapidly and over a much greater geographic range. However, this
creates an overall false balance as people tend to seek out information that is
compatible with their existing views and values. They deliberately seek out ?facts?
and data that specifically support their conclusions and classify any information
that contradicts their beliefs as ?false news.? Navigating Fake News, Alternative
Facts, and Misinformation in a Post-Truth World is a collection of innovative
research on human and automated methods to deter the spread of misinformation
online, such as legal or policy changes, information literacy workshops, and
algorithms that can detect fake news dissemination patterns in social media. While
highlighting topics including source credibility, share culture, and media literacy,
this book is ideally designed for social media managers, technology and software
developers, IT specialists, educators, columnists, writers, editors, journalists,
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broadcasters, newscasters, researchers, policymakers, and students.

The Invention of News
Master your mind, manage stress and boost your productivity! Mindfulness at Work
For Dummies provides essential guidance for employees at all levels of an
organization who are seeking more focus and clarity in their work. It explains how
mindfulness can help employers wishing to implement mindful practices into the
workplace, and provides leaders and mentors within an organization with the tools
they need to become more effective leaders and coaches. The audio download
contains guided mindfulness exercises and meditations suited to workplace
scenarios, a core feature of mindfulness programmes. Mindfulness at Work For
Dummies includes: An introduction to mindfulness, and how it can help improve
working behaviour An explanation of how the brain retains new mindful working
patterns with a bit of practice! Useful tips on incorporating mindfulness into your
working day How organisations can benefit from implementing mindful approaches
to work Guidance for leaders on how mindfulness can help develop their leadership
qualities

Writing Memory
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Charisma and Disenchantment: the Vocation Lectures
Lays out the history of news and its dissemination, from medieval pilgrim tales to
the birth of the newspaper.

Smart Information Systems
"Our schools are troubled with a multiplication of studies, each in turn having its
own multiplication of materials and principles. Our teachers find their tasks made
heavier in that they have come to deal with pupils individually and not merely in
mass. Unless these steps in advance are to end in distraction, some clew of unity,
some principle that makes for simplification, must be found. This book represents
the conviction that the needed steadying and centralizing factor is found in
adopting as the end of endeavor that attitude of mind, that habit of thought, which
we call scientific. This scientific attitude of mind might, conceivably, be quite
irrelevant to teaching children and youth. But this book also represents the
conviction that such is not the case; that the native and unspoiled attitude of
childhood, marked by ardent curiosity, fertile imagination, and love of
experimental inquiry, is near, very near, to the attitude of the scientific mind. This
book examines the problem of training thought and the logical considerations for
training thought. If these pages assist any to appreciate this kinship and to
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consider seriously how its recognition in educational practice would make for
individual happiness and the reduction of social waste, the book will amply have
served its purpose." (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2005 APA, all rights reserved).

The Half-Life of Facts
This book covers the ever-increasing problem of information overload from both
the professional and academic perspectives. Focusing on the needs of practicing
engineers and professional communicators, it addresses the causes and costs of
information overload, along with strategies and techniques for reducing and
minimizing its negative effects. The theoretical framework of information overload
and ideas for future research are also presented. The book brings together an
international group of authors, providing a truly global point of view on this
important, rarely covered topic.

Carved in Sand
You don't have to be a mechanical genius to be an inventor. Anyone can invent-a
parent wrestling with a baby sling . . . a coach frustrated with slick-soled running
shoes . . . an office worker determined to keep the computer cords untangled.
Inventing is simply finding clever solutions to everyday challenges. Author and
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inventor Patricia Nolan-Brown has turned common annoyances into ingenious and
money-making products. She shares the tricks of her trade in Idea to Invention, a
practical guide that helps ordinary people look at their world with the eyes of an
inventor. Readers will learn six simple steps to invention-and discover: * How they
rate on six crucial personality traits * Creativity habits that spark invention * The
power of tape-and-paper prototypes to refine their vision * How to navigate the ins
and outs of licensing and patenting their product * The pros and cons of finding a
licensed manufacturer vs. running a home-based assembly line * How to promote
their invention-from perfecting the pitch and finding store buyers to trade-show
shortcuts and strategies for creating buzz online * Product enhancements that add
years to shelf life From initial concept to thriving business, this handy guide
simplifies the invention process and gives creative thinkers the competitive edge
they need to achieve success.

The Organized Mind
An argument that information exists at different levels of analysis—syntactic,
semantic, and pragmatic—and an exploration of the implications. Although this is
the Information Age, there is no universal agreement about what information really
is. Different disciplines view information differently; engineers, computer scientists,
economists, linguists, and philosophers all take varying and apparently
disconnected approaches. In this book, Antonio Badia distinguishes four levels of
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analysis brought to bear on information: syntactic, semantic, pragmatic, and
network-based. Badia explains each of these theoretical approaches in turn,
discussing, among other topics, theories of Claude Shannon and Andrey
Kolomogorov, Fred Dretske's description of information flow, and ideas on receiver
impact and informational interactions. Badia argues that all these theories describe
the same phenomena from different perspectives, each one narrower than the
previous one. The syntactic approach is the more general one, but it fails to specify
when information is meaningful to an agent, which is the focus of the semantic and
pragmatic approaches. The network-based approach, meanwhile, provides a
framework to understand information use among agents. Badia then explores the
consequences of understanding information as existing at several levels. Humans
live at the semantic and pragmatic level (and at the network level as a society),
computers at the syntactic level. This sheds light on some recent issues, including
“fake news” (computers cannot tell whether a statement is true or not, because
truth is a semantic notion) and “algorithmic bias” (a pragmatic, not syntactic
concern). Humans, not computers, the book argues, have the ability to solve these
issues.
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