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Omaha Beach on D-Day
From my collection of correspondence with Normandy veterans I have selected
some covering the 6th of June 1944. Those letters from the boys to me were
written in the '70s and early '80s. The Boys who were young in the summer of
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1944 was, 30 years or more later, now middle-aged men.Although, so many years
had passed since they were in action in Normandy, their memories seem rather
good. Some wrote a lot of pages including details which should be of great interest
for both students, historians and most people who might be interested in World
War II.This is how they saw it.

Six Armies in Normandy
An examination of the famous invasion of Normandy during World War II, published
to celebrate the sixtieth anniversary of the event, offers a new look at D-Day by
including the notes, letters, memos, and plans of the veterans who experienced it.

June 6, 1944
In August 1941 Churchill and Roosevelt met in a secluded bay off the coast of
Newfoundland. It was the first of their wartime meetings and in many respects the
most significant. The Atlantic Charter, its result, proclaimed the two leaders' vision
of a new world order, a set of principles that would govern international relations
with the coming of peace. This remarkable collection of essays is the result of an
international conference of American, British, and Canadian scholars held at
Memorial University of Newfoundland that marked the 50th anniversary of the
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historic meeting. The essays discuss both the Charter's formulation and its longterm significance, and provide fascinating perspectives on the Second World War
and its aftermath.

The Normandy Battlefields
D-Day: The World War II Invasion That Changed History
First published in 1959, The Longest Day is one of the bestselling military history
books of all time, and the inspiration for the legendary 1962 film. Cornelius Ryan
pioneered a new style of military writing based on interviews with more than a
thousand battle participants from both sides. This beautifully designed archive
edition incorporates 25 original research documents with Ryan's classic text, along
with an additional 120 photographs.

Omaha Beach
On June 6, 1944, nearly 15,000 Canadians - at sea, in the air, and on the ground joined the long-anticipated D-Day invasion of Nazi-occupied Europe on the
Normandy beaches.
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The Story of D-Day June 6th, 1944
On June 6, 1944 the greatest armada in history stood off Normandy and the largest
amphibious invasion ever began as 107,000 men aboard 6,000 ships pressed
toward the coast. Among this number were 18,000 Canadians, who were to land on
a five-mile long stretch of rocky ledges fronted by a wide expanse of sand. Code
named Juno Beach. Here, sheltered inside concrete bunkers and deep trenches,
hundreds of German soldiers waited to strike the first assault wave with some
ninety 88-millimetre guns, fifty mortars, and four hundred machineguns. A fourfoot-high sea wall ran across the breadth of the beach and extending from it into
the surf itself were ranks of tangled barbed wire, tank and vessel obstacles, and a
maze of mines. Of the five Allied forces landing that day, they were scheduled to
be the last to reach the sand. Juno was also the most exposed beach, their day’s
objectives eleven miles inland were farther away than any others, and the
opposition awaiting them was believed greater than that facing any other force. At
battle's end one out of every six Canadians in the invasion force was either dead or
wounded. Yet their grip on Juno Beach was firm.

Forgotten
On June 6, 1944, nearly 15,000 Canadians – at sea, in the air, and on the ground –
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joined the long-anticipated D-Day invasion of Nazi-occupied Europe on the
Normandy beaches. The piece of ground on which the Canadians fought so hard
against heavily armed and embedded German troops was codenamed Juno. On
that day, the Canadian infantry fought their way farther inland than any other
Allied troops. For Canada, and all Canadians, this was a coming of age, an
extraordinary moment of courage and sacrifice. On the eve of the 60th anniversary
of D-Day, Barris takes us back to those momentous few hours that forever changed
the course of our history in the voices of those who were there. In what might be
described as Canada’s longest day, we follow the course of action hour by hour,
minute by minute, as we meet and follow the soldiers who leapt off landing craft
into the shallow waters off Normandy, who were strafed by machinegun fire before
they could even reach the shore. We meet the airmen who flew fighters and
bombers in the early hours of the summer morning, as well as the sailors who
manned the guns of the ships offshore. Ted Barris has interviewed hundreds of
veterans to piece together one of Canada’s proudest days, and one of the most
significant battles of our time.

Juno Beach
The injustices of 1940s Jim Crow America are brought to life in this extraordinary
blend of military and social history—a story that pays tribute to the valor of an allblack battalion whose crucial contributions at D-Day have gone unrecognized to
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this day. In the early hours of June 6, 1944, the 320th Barrage Balloon Battalion, a
unit of African-American soldiers, landed on the beaches of France. Their orders
were to man a curtain of armed balloons meant to deter enemy aircraft. One
member of the 320th would be nominated for the Medal of Honor, an award he
would never receive. The nation’s highest decoration was not given to black
soldiers in World War II. Drawing on newly uncovered military records and dozens
of original interviews with surviving members of the 320th and their families, Linda
Hervieux tells the story of these heroic men charged with an extraordinary mission,
whose contributions to one of the most celebrated events in modern history have
been overlooked. Members of the 320th—Wilson Monk, a jack-of-all-trades from
Atlantic City; Henry Parham, the son of sharecroppers from rural Virginia; William
Dabney, an eager 17-year-old from Roanoke, Virginia; Samuel Mattison, a
charming romantic from Columbus, Ohio—and thousands of other African
Americans were sent abroad to fight for liberties denied them at home. In England
and Europe, these soldiers discovered freedom they had not known in a homeland
that treated them as second-class citizens—experiences they carried back to
America, fueling the budding civil rights movement. In telling the story of the
320th Barrage Balloon Battalion, Hervieux offers a vivid account of the tension
between racial politics and national service in wartime America, and a moving
narrative of human bravery and perseverance in the face of injustice.

Everything We Have: D-Day 6. 6. '44
Page 6/28

Read Free D Day June 6 1944 The Climactic Battle Of World War Ii
From the author of Fire and Fortitude, a white-knuckle account of the 1st Infantry
Division's harrowing D-Day assault on the eastern sector of Omaha
Beach--acclaimed historian John C. McManus has written a gripping history that will
stand as the last word on this titanic World War II battle. Nicknamed the Big Red
One, 1st Division had fought from North Africa to Sicily, earning a reputation as
stalwart warriors on the front lines and rabble-rousers in the rear. Yet on D-Day,
these jaded combat veterans melded with fresh-faced replacements to accomplish
one of the most challenging and deadly missions ever. As the men hit the beach,
their equipment destroyed or washed away, soldiers cut down by the dozens,
courageous heroes emerged: men such as Sergeant Raymond Strojny, who
grabbed a bazooka and engaged in a death duel with a fortified German antitank
gun; T/5 Joe Pinder, a former minor-league pitcher who braved enemy fire to save
a vital radio; Lieutenant John Spalding, a former sportswriter, and Sergeant Phil
Streczyk, a truck driver, who together demolished a German strong point
overlooking Easy Red, where hundreds of Americans had landed. Along the way,
McManus explores the Gap Assault Team engineers who dealt with the extensive
mines and obstacles, suffering nearly a fifty percent casualty rate; highlights
officers such as Brigadier General Willard Wyman and Colonel George Taylor, who
led the way to victory; and punctures scores of myths surrounding this longmisunderstood battle. The Dead and Those About to Die draws on a rich array of
new or recently unearthed sources, including interviews with veterans. The result
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is history at its finest, the unforgettable story of the Big Red One's nineteen hours
of hell--and their ultimate triumph--on June 6, 1944.

D-Day, June 6 1944
The D-Day Visitor's Handbook
‘We weren’t afraid of the Allies as soldiers, but we were afraid of their materiel – it
was going to be men versus machines.’

The Atlantic Charter
NOTE: THIS BOOK IS AN UNOFFICIAL SUMMARY OF THE ORIGINAL BOOK AND IT IS
NOT WRITTEN BY HOLGER ECKHERTZ Many people have longed to see the hidden
facts associated with the occurrences on the D-Day for many years to no avail. But
Holger Eckhertz has done a fantastic job in shedding light to and uncovering the
intriguing aspects of the story. Therefore, it is a pleasure to bring you concise and
summarized form of these fascinating pieces of information in such a way as to
guarantee maximum benefit in the shortest possible time. The events narrated in
this book is a compilation by a Military Journalist who wrote widely read articles
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and features for German troops. He retired after the war to work on this project; a
compilation of interviews he conducted with German soldiers who fought in
Normandy on the famed "D-day." This book was inspired by the initial interviews
he conducted of the troops tasked with defending the Atlantic Wall from the
invading Allies. After the Germans lost that battle-and consequently the war-their
side of the story was never heard. The journalist then decided to locate the
members of some of the units he interviewed before the battle in a bid to hear
their side of the story and write a book based on these. Unfortunately, he died
before he could complete the book. His son saw the folder that contained his
father's research and he decided to finish it; what he found was a shocking
narrative of how the battle looked from the eyes of the soldiers that tried to defend
the Wall on that day. It contained stories of how the troops fought resolutely for
hours to keep their ground even as they saw the impending loss. The Allied forces
invaded by way of 5 Normandy beaches; from the Utah beach in the west to the
Sword beach in the east (the beaches were named so by the invading Allies). This
book contains one narrative for each beach and it aims to reveal the other side of
the story. Winners live to tell the tales of how a war went, but in this case, you
have the opportunity to hear the story from the mouth of the vanquished and it is
a fascinating tale indeed.

D-Day General
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The Allied assault on Normandy beaches was an almost flawless success, but it
was to take three months of bitter fighting before the German defence of
Normandy finally collapsed and Paris was liberated. In this masterly and highly
individual account of that struggle, the reader is subjected to the grueling ordeals
confronted by the combatants – each encounter related from the point of view of a
different nationality. In this way we learn precisely what it was like to take part in
the American airborne landings, move up the Canadian beachhead under a
blistering hail of fire, attack on foot across country with Scottish infantry, engage
the enemy from a British tank, move into the German counter-attack at Morain,
close the Falaise Pocket under Polish command, and liberate Paris as a Free
Frenchman. Six Armies in Normandytranscends conventional military history while
providing an intensely vivid picture of one of the Second World War’s most crucial
campaigns.

The Longest Day
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • Alex Kershaw, author of The Longest Winter and The
Liberator, returns with an utterly immersive, adrenaline-driven account of D-Day
combat. “Meet the assaulters: pathfinders plunging from the black, coxswains
plowing the whitecaps, bareknuckle Rangers scaling sheer rock . . . Fast-paced and
up close, this is history’s greatest story reinvigorated as only Alex Kershaw
can.”—Adam Makos, New York Times bestselling author of Spearhead and A Higher
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Call Beginning in the predawn darkness of June 6, 1944, The First Wave follows the
remarkable men who carried out D-Day’s most perilous missions. The charismatic,
unforgettable cast includes the first American paratrooper to touch down on
Normandy soil; the glider pilot who braved antiaircraft fire to crash-land mere
yards from the vital Pegasus Bridge; the brothers who led their troops onto Juno
Beach under withering fire; as well as a French commando, returning to his native
land, who fought to destroy German strongholds on Sword Beach and beyond.
Readers will experience the sheer grit of the Rangers who scaled Pointe du Hoc
and the astonishing courage of the airborne soldiers who captured the Merville Gun
Battery in the face of devastating enemy counterattacks. The first to fight when
the stakes were highest and the odds longest, these men would determine the fate
of the invasion of Hitler’s fortress Europe—and the very history of the twentieth
century. The result is an epic of close combat and extraordinary heroism. It is the
capstone Alex Kershaw’s remarkable career, built on his close friendships with DDay survivors and his intimate understanding of the Normandy battlefield. For the
seventy-fifth anniversary, here is a fresh take on World War II's longest day. Praise
for The First Wave: “Masterful readers will feel the sting of the cold surf, smell the
acrid cordite that hung in the air, and duck the zing of machine-gun bullets
whizzing overhead. The First Wave is an absolute triumph.”—James M. Scott,
bestselling author of Target Tokyo “These pages ooze with the unforgettable
human drama of history's most consequential invasion.”—John C. McManus, author
of The Dead and Those About to Die
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D Day Through German Eyes
Experience the battlefields of D-Day in this beautiful book combining historical
images, full-color aerial photography, and informative text. The D-Day invasion of
Nazi-occupied Normandy was the most dramatic turning point of World War II. With
a combination of historic and contemporary photography, along with maps and
other illustrations, The Normandy Battlefields takes readers “on-site” to the sacred
battlegrounds. The armada that attacked from Britain left behind many signs of
their passage. The Normandy Battlefields details what can be seen on the ground
today using a mixture of media to provide a complete overview of the campaign.
Maps old and new highlight what has survived and what hasn’t; then-and-now
photography allows fascinating comparisons with the images taken at the time,
and computer artwork provides graphic details of things that can’t be seen today.
The book describes the area from Cherbourg to Le Havre by way of the key D-Day
locations, providing a handbook for the visitor and an overview for the armchair
traveler. It covers the forces from both sides and the memorials to those young
men who fought so many years ago.

Our Finest Day
Balkoski's depiction of 'Bloody Omaha' is the literary accompaniment to the whitePage 12/28
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knuckle Omaha Beach scene that opens Steven Spielberg's Saving Private Ryan. -John Hillen, New York Post

The Longest Day
The first volume of a new series dedicated to exploring iconic moments in World
War II history, Omaha Beach on D-Day is a fresh and captivating new take on one
of the most important moments in World War II: the Allied forces storming the
beach at Normandy. The photograph at the heart of this book is Robert Capa's
world-famous shot of the Allied landing in 1944, and the authors of this remarkable
work have gathered interviews, testimonials, contact sheets, and over forty pages
of photographic archives from the Magnum Photos agency to fill in the history
behind a single moment, captured forever on film.

D-Day Through German Eyes
Dedicated to the Allied Soldier, Sailor and Airman of WWII.

Juno
German defenses along the Normandy beaches were part of the larger Atlantic
Page 13/28

Read Free D Day June 6 1944 The Climactic Battle Of World War Ii
Wall fortifications designed to defend Fortress Europe. When Field Marshal Erwin
Rommel took command of the invasion front in late 1943, he began a program to
enhance fortifications along the Normandy coast as he believed that any Allied
assault had to be stopped on the invasion beaches themselves. His most important
contribution to the defenses was an extensive program of improvised beach
obstructions to complicate any landing attempt. This book analyses these
fortifications and describes how the Allied forces overcame them on the morning of
June 6, 1944.

Crusade in Europe
In ships and planes, they crossed the English Channel. On the other side Hitler’s
army waited. And the longest day was about to begin. In the spring of 1944,
120,000 Allied soldiers crossed the English Channel in the most ambitious invasion
force ever assembled. Rangers, paratroopers, infantry, and armored personnel,
these soldiers--some who had just cut their teeth in Africa and Sicily and some who
were brand-new to war--joined a force aimed at the heart of Europe and Hitler’s
defenses. On the morning of June 6, D-Day began. And in the hours that followed,
thousands lost their lives, while those who survived would be changed forever No
other chronicle of D-Day can match Gerald Astor's extraordinary work--a vivid firstperson account told with stunning immediacy by the men who were there. From
soldiers who waded through the bullet-riddled water to those who dropped behind
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enemy lines, from moments of terror and confusion to acts of incredible
camaraderie and heroism, June 6, 1944 plunges us into history in the making--and
the most pivotal battle ever waged.

7 Leadership Lessons of D-Day
The D-Day landings of 6 June 1944 were the largest amphibious military operation
ever mounted. The greatest armada the world had ever seen was assembled to
transport the Allied invasion force across the Channel and open the long-awaited
second front against Hitler's Third Reich. Of the landings on the five assault
beaches, Omaha Beach was the only one ever in doubt. Within moments of the
first wave landing a third of the assault troops were casualties. Yet by the end of DDay the Atlantic Wall had been breached and the US Army's V Corps was firmly
entrenched on French soil.

D-Day and Normandy
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The dramatic, untold history of the heroic women
recruited by Britain’s elite spy agency to help pave the way for Allied victory in
World War II “Gripping. Spies, romance, Gestapo thugs, blown-up trains, courage,
and treachery (lots of treachery)—and all of it true.”—Erik Larson, author of The
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Devil in the White City and Dead Wake In 1942, the Allies were losing, Germany
seemed unstoppable, and every able man in England was on the front lines. To
“set Europe ablaze,” in the words of Winston Churchill, the Special Operations
Executive (SOE), whose spies were trained in everything from demolition to
sharpshooting, was forced to do something unprecedented: recruit women. Thirtynine answered the call, leaving their lives and families to become saboteurs in
France. In D-Day Girls, Sarah Rose draws on recently declassified files, diaries, and
oral histories to tell the thrilling story of three of these remarkable women. There’s
Andrée Borrel, a scrappy and streetwise Parisian who blew up power lines with the
Gestapo hot on her heels; Odette Sansom, an unhappily married suburban mother
who saw the SOE as her ticket out of domestic life and into a meaningful
adventure; and Lise de Baissac, a fiercely independent member of French colonial
high society and the SOE’s unflappable “queen.” Together, they destroyed train
lines, ambushed Nazis, plotted prison breaks, and gathered crucial
intelligence—laying the groundwork for the D-Day invasion that proved to be the
turning point in the war. Rigorously researched and written with razor-sharp wit, DDay Girls is an inspiring story for our own moment of resistance: a reminder of
what courage—and the energy of politically animated women—can accomplish
when the stakes seem incalculably high. Praise for D-Day Girls “Rigorously
researched . . . [a] thriller in the form of a non-fiction book.”—Refinery29 “Equal
parts espionage-romance thriller and historical narrative, D-Day Girls traces the
lives and secret activities of the 39 women who answered the call to infiltrate
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France. . . . While chronicling the James Bond-worthy missions and love affairs of
these women, Rose vividly captures the broken landscape of war.”—The
Washington Post “Gripping history . . . thoroughly researched and written as
smoothly as a good thriller, this is a mesmerizing story of creativity, perseverance,
and astonishing heroism.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

Voices of D-Day
The editors of LIFE Magazine present: LIFE D-Day.

The Dead and Those about to Die
Shortly before the inevitable Allied assault on Fortress Europe in 1944, FieldMarshal Erwin Rommel remarked to an aide The first 24 hours of the invasion will
be decisive For the Allies, as well as for Germany, it will be the longest day.

D-Day Girls
June 6, 1944, is one of the most famous dates in world history, and, as David
Howarth shows, a defining date in countless personal histories. In this intimate
chronicle, the 7,000 vessels, 12,000 aircraft, and 750,000 men committed on DPage 17/28
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Day are taken for granted. Instead, we see D-Day through the eyes of the men on
the ground as Howarth weaves together the larger story of the beginning of the
battle of Normandy with the stories of the beachhead itself. The scope of Howarth's
vision—focusing on England and France, on sky, beach, and hedgerow, on divisions
and squads—makes Dawn of D-Day a franker portrayal than any other of the
turning-point of the war on the Western Front and the greatest amphibious
operation in history. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud
to publish a broad range of books for readers interested in history--books about
World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his henchmen, the JFK assassination,
conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution, gladiators, Vikings,
ancient Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every title
we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are
committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors
whose work might not otherwise find a home.

Women Come to the Front
Over 150,000 troops landed on the five beaches of D-Day, with over 20,000
reported casualties across both sides. June 6, 1944 will be a day forever
remembered in history. The story of D-Day has been told on countless occasions,
and is an event that reverberates through time as one of the most pivotal
moments in our history. "Everything We Have" tells the personal stories of the
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people involved in Operation Overlord, in their own words. Using rare documents,
artifacts and first-hand accounts from US The National WWII Museum's official
archives, you can gain a rare insight into the thoughts and feelings of those
soldiers who landed on the beaches of Normandy.

D-Day Fortifications in Normandy
The complete guide to visiting one of the most famous sites in the history of
warfare, just in time for the 75th anniversary of D-Day. The D-Day Visitor’s
Handbook includes everything you need to know to plan and make your visit to the
site of the biggest seaborne invasion in history. Newly updated and revised in time
for the 75th anniversary of the battle, this compact guidebook not only describes
the most significant land invasion of World War II, but provides detailed battlefield
maps and tours, identifies monuments and attractions, and locates museums and
historical sites to make your planning easier and less stressful. This guide provides
everything you need ahead of your visit, including: Easy-to-follow maps and tours
Where to stay, dine, and shop Lists of the best D-Day museums How to find war
relics still at the battlefield sites Historical context for each site, including a
description of military action there A special bonus guide to World War II history
and sites in Paris The D-Day Visitor’s Handbook contains a wealth of detailed
information that is perfect for those considering travelling to France, anyone about
to visit these sites, veterans, students of military history, and any others who wish
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to learn about the history of this legendary battle.

Letters from the Boys. D-Day June 6 1944
Describes the events during and leading up to the Allied attack in Normandy,
France, on June 6, 1944, detailing how British and American generals strategized
years before the invasion in a military operation known as Neptune.

The First Wave
An authentic account of one of the most pivotal battles of World War Two. The
World War Two invasion known as D-Day was one of the largest military
endeavours in history. It involved years of planning, total secrecy and not only
soldiers but also sailors, paratroopers and many specialists. Acclaimed author
Deborah Hopkinson weaves together the contributions of key players in D-Day in a
masterful tapestry of official documents, personal narratives and archival photos to
provide an action-packed and authentic account.

The D-Day Experience
“Drawing universal truths from urgent battlefield crises, the author provides a
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terrific guide and training tool for leaders at all levels” (Ralph Peters, New York
Times–bestselling author). The odds were against the Allies on June 6, 1944. The
task ahead of the paratroopers who jumped over Normandy and the soldiers who
waded ashore onto the beaches, all under fire, was colossal. In such
circumstances, good leadership can be the deciding factor of victory or defeat. This
book is about the extraordinary leadership of seven men who led American soldiers
on D-Day and the days that followed. Some of them, like Eisenhower, Theodore
Roosevelt Jr., and Lt. Dick Winters, are well known, while others are barely a
footnote in the history books. This book is not a full history of D-Day, nor does it
cover the heroic leadership shown by men in the armies of the Allies or members
of the French Resistance, who also participated in the Normandy assault and
battles for the lodgment areas. It is, however, a primer on how you can lead today,
no matter what your occupation or role in life, by learning from the leadership of
these seven figures. A critical task for every leader is to understand what
leadership is. Socrates once said that you cannot understand something unless you
can first define it in your own words. This book provides the reader with the means
to define leadership by telling seven dramatic, immersive, and memorable stories
that the reader will never forget. “Nobody tells a story better than John Antal and
nobody knows better how to root out the lessons of history.” —James Jay Carafano,
author of Wiki at War

The First World War
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LIFE D-Day
A portrait of D-Day places a human face on its events and is made up of
reproductions of personal letters, journal entries, secret dispatches, code book
pages, battle plans, and maps, many of which are enclosed in pockets and flaps for
interactive reader perusal.

Neptune
In 1983 the Eisenhower Center at the University of New Orleans began a project to
record the recollections of as many people as possible -- civilians as well as
soldiers -- who were involved in one of the most pivotal events of the century.
Skillfully edited by Ronald J. Drez and first published on the fifty-year anniversary
of D-Day, the award-winning Voices of D-Day tells the story of that momentous
operation almost entirely through the words of the people who were there.

Utah Beach
Discusses the Allied invasion of Normandy, with extensive details about the
planning stage, called Operation Overlord, as well as the fighting on Utah and
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Omaha Beaches.

Juno
In this unforgettable narrative of D-Day, Joseph Balkoski describes the minute-byminute combat as it unfolded on Omaha Beach, allowing soldiers to speak for
themselves as they recall their attempts to maneuver bombers through heavy
cloud cover, the claustrophobic terror aboard transports, and the relentless fire
that greeted them on the beach. Equal parts oral history and meticulous
reconstruction, Omaha Beach is the closest the modern reader can get to
experiencing the Normandy landings firsthand. About the Author: Joseph Balkoski
is a historian specializing in D-Day and the Normandy campaign. He is currently
the Command Historian of the Maryland National Guard and is the author of Utah
Beach (0811733769) and Beyond the Beachhead (0811732371).

Dawn of D-DAY
Stephen E. Ambrose’s D-Day is the definitive history of World War II’s most pivotal
battle, a day that changed the course of history. D-Day is the epic story of men at
the most demanding moment of their lives, when the horrors, complexities, and
triumphs of life are laid bare. Distinguished historian Stephen E. Ambrose portrays
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the faces of courage and heroism, fear and determination—what Eisenhower called
“the fury of an aroused democracy”—that shaped the victory of the citizen soldiers
whom Hitler had disparaged.Drawing on more than 1,400 interviews with
American, British, Canadian, French, and German veterans, Ambrose reveals how
the original plans for the invasion had to be abandoned, and how enlisted men and
junior officers acted on their own initiative when they realized that nothing was as
they were told it would be. The action begins at midnight, June 5/6, when the first
British and American airborne troops jumped into France. It ends at midnight June
6/7. Focusing on those pivotal twenty-four hours, it moves from the level of
Supreme Commander to that of a French child, from General Omar Bradley to an
American paratrooper, from Field Marshal Montgomery to a German sergeant.
Ambrose’s D-Day is the finest account of one of our history’s most important days.

Cross Channel Attack
The First World War created the modern world. A conflict of unprecedented
ferocity, it abruptly ended the relative peace and prosperity of the Victorian era,
unleashing such demons of the twentieth century as mechanized warfare and
mass death. It also helped to usher in the ideas that have shaped our
times--modernism in the arts, new approaches to psychology and medicine, radical
thoughts about economics and society--and in so doing shattered the faith in
rationalism and liberalism that had prevailed in Europe since the Enlightenment.
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With The First World War, John Keegan, one of our most eminent military
historians, fulfills a lifelong ambition to write the definitive account of the Great
War for our generation. Probing the mystery of how a civilization at the height of
its achievement could have propelled itself into such a ruinous conflict, Keegan
takes us behind the scenes of the negotiations among Europe's crowned heads (all
of them related to one another by blood) and ministers, and their doomed efforts
to defuse the crisis. He reveals how, by an astonishing failure of diplomacy and
communication, a bilateral dispute grew to engulf an entire continent. But the
heart of Keegan's superb narrative is, of course, his analysis of the military conflict.
With unequalled authority and insight, he recreates the nightmarish engagements
whose names have become legend--Verdun, the Somme and Gallipoli among
them--and sheds new light on the strategies and tactics employed, particularly the
contributions of geography and technology. No less central to Keegan's account is
the human aspect. He acquaints us with the thoughts of the intriguing personalities
who oversaw the tragically unnecessary catastrophe--from heads of state like
Russia's hapless tsar, Nicholas II, to renowned warmakers such as Haig,
Hindenburg and Joffre. But Keegan reserves his most affecting personal sympathy
for those whose individual efforts history has not recorded--"the anonymous
millions, indistinguishably drab, undifferentially deprived of any scrap of the glories
that by tradition made the life of the man-at-arms tolerable." By the end of the
war, three great empires--the Austro-Hungarian, the Russian and the Ottoman--had
collapsed. But as Keegan shows, the devastation ex-tended over the entirety of
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Europe, and still profoundly informs the politics and culture of the continent today.
His brilliant, panoramic account of this vast and terrible conflict is destined to take
its place among the classics of world history. With 24 pages of photographs, 2
endpaper maps, and 15 maps in text

D-Day
In the hours before dawn on June 6, 1944, an unprecedented assemblage of men,
weapons, and machines swung into action. The long-awaited, highly secret D-Day
invasion had begun. By the end of the day, the mission to liberate Europe had
made its most crucial advance. This book marks the seventy-fifth anniversary of DDay through a richly illustrated account of the invasion and its aftermath. Drawing
on the unparalleled collections of IWM, it reconstructs the historic landings and the
subsequent battle for a foothold in Normandy through images of artifacts,
documents, period photographs, and art. Interviews, firsthand accounts, and film
stills put the reader right into the action, reminding us that even with all the
careful planning and firepower the Allies were able to muster, the outcome of the
invasion was far from certain. Re-creating the drama and danger of D-Day, this
book will be the perfect commemoration of a day that truly changed the world.

D-Day 1944 (1)
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On June 6, 1944, under heavy fire, Gen. Norman "Dutch" Cota landed with the
second wave of the 29th Infantry Division on Omaha Beach. He rallied the
survivors of the landings and led one of the first exits off Omaha. Cota seemed to
be everywhere that day. He was a fighter and his contribution to D-Day will remain
his rallying of demoralized troops and blazing the trail toward the breakout and
victory on Omaha.
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