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Bismarck’s role in the unification and consolidation of
Germany is central to any understanding of Germany's
development as a nation and its consequent role as
aggressor in two world wars. This study provides
students with a concise, up-to-date and analytical
account of Bismarck's role in modern German history.
Williamson guides readers through the complex events
leading to the defeats of Austria and France in 1866 and
1870 and the subsequent creation of a united Germany
in January 1871. He then explores the domestic and
foreign problems Bismarck faced up to 1890 in
consolidating unification.
Wolfram Siemann tells a new story of Clemens von
Metternich, the Austrian at the center of nineteenthcentury European diplomacy. Known as a conservative
and an uncompromising practitioner of realpolitik, in fact
Metternich accommodated new ideas of liberalism and
nationalism insofar as they served the goal of peace.
And he promoted reform at home.
Originally published in 1968, this was the first time that a
comprehensive selection of documents on Germany in
the Age of Bismarck had been made available to
students and other readers in the English language. The
documents were chosen to illuminate not only
Bismarck’s own personality and policies but also the
nature of the problems he faced and the reactions of his
contemporaries. The substantial introduction serves as a
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general background and guide to the documents, which
are in the form of letters, essays, polemics, speeches,
and memoirs, produced in the period itself. They allow
the student to obtain a genuine first-hand insight into the
workings of minds and institutions in Germany during
three of the most eventful decades of her history.
The definitive biography of the legendary autocrat whose
enlightened rule transformed the map of Europe and
changed the course of history Few figures loom as large
in European history as Frederick the Great. When he
inherited the Prussian crown in 1740, he ruled over a
kingdom of scattered territories, a minor Germanic
backwater. By the end of his reign, the much larger and
consolidated Prussia ranked among the continent’s
great powers. In this magisterial biography, awardwinning historian Tim Blanning gives us an intimate, indepth portrait of a king who dominated the political,
military, and cultural life of Europe half a century before
Napoleon. A brilliant, ambitious, sometimes ruthless
monarch, Frederick was a man of immense
contradictions. This consummate conqueror was also an
ardent patron of the arts who attracted painters,
architects, musicians, playwrights, and intellectuals to his
court. Like his fellow autocrat Catherine the Great of
Russia, Frederick was captivated by the ideals of the
Enlightenment—for many years he kept up lively
correspondence with Voltaire and other leading thinkers
of the age. Yet, like Catherine, Frederick drew the line
when it came to implementing Enlightenment principles
that might curtail his royal authority. Frederick’s
terrifying father instilled in him a stern military discipline
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that would make the future king one of the most
fearsome battlefield commanders of his day, while
deriding as effeminate his son’s passion for modern
ideas and fine art. Frederick, driven to surpass his
father’s legacy, challenged the dominant Germanspeaking powers, including Saxony, Bavaria, and the
Habsburg Monarchy. It was an audacious foreign policy
gambit, one at which Frederick, against the expectations
of his rivals, succeeded. In examining Frederick’s
private life, Blanning also carefully considers the longdebated question of Frederick’s sexuality, finding
evidence that Frederick lavished gifts on his male friends
and maintained homosexual relationships throughout his
life, while limiting contact with his estranged, unloved
queen to visits that were few and far between. The story
of one man’s life and the complete political and cultural
transformation of a nation, Tim Blanning’s sweeping
biography takes readers inside the mind of the monarch,
giving us a fresh understanding of Frederick the Great’s
remarkable reign. Praise for Frederick the Great “Writing
Frederick’s biography . . . requires a diverse set of skills:
expertise in eighteenth-century diplomatic and military
history, including the intricacies of the Holy Roman
Empire; a familiarity with the music, architecture and
intellectual traditions of Northern Europe; and, not least,
a profound sense of human psychology, the better to
grasp the makeup of this complex and tormented man.
Fortunately, Tim Blanning . . . has all of these skills in
abundance.”—The Wall Street Journal “At once scholarly
and highly readable . . . [Blanning] has given us a superb
portrait of an enlightened despot, equally at home on the
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battlefield and in the opera house, both utterly ruthless
and culturally refined.”—Commentary “Blanning, in clear
thinking and prose, investigates all aspects of
Frederick’s personality and reign. . . . The last word on
this significant king, for years to come.”—Booklist (starred
review) “Masterly . . . Blanning brilliantly brings to life
one of the most complex characters of modern European
history.”—The Telegraph (five stars) “A supremely
nuanced account . . . This biography finds [Blanning] at
the height of his powers.”—Literary Review
TheÂ Radetzky March, Joseph Roth's classic saga of the
privileged von Trotta family, encompasses the entire
social fabric of the Austro-Hungarian Empire just before
World War I. The author's greatest achievement, The
Radetzky March is an unparalleled portrait of a
civilization in decline, and as such a universal story for
our times.
The decline in birth rates in advanced economies is not a
new phenomenon. Between 1880 and 1900 birth rates
dropped from 5.5 children per woman to 2.5 children per
woman. A further decline from 2.5 to 1.5 or even 1.3
children took much longer - about 80 years. One of the
most apparent causes is, however, widely ignored.
Beatrice Scheubel tries to fill this gap. According to the
so-called Social Security Hypothesis, insurance against
the risks of life (i.e. poverty for all sorts of reasons, in
particular, age) by the state crowds out all types of
private insurance. One of the (vast) different possibilities
to privately insure oneself against poverty is having
children. That is why it should not be surprising to
witness falling birth rates given the sheer magnitude of
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the welfare state. In this book, Beatrice Scheubel
analyses the effects of the first comprehensive system of
social security, which was introduced between 1883 and
1891 in Germany.
Otto von Bismarck (1815–98) has gone down in history
as the Iron Chancellor, a reactionary and militarist whose
1871 unification of Germany set Europe down the path of
disaster to World War I. But as Volker Ullrich shows in
this new edition of his accessible biography, the real
Bismarck was far more complicated than the stereotype.
A leading historian of nineteenth- and twentieth-century
history, Ullrich demonstrates that the “Founder of the
Reich” was in fact an opponent of liberal German
nationalism. After the wars of 1866 and 1870, Bismarck
spent the rest of his career working to preserve peace in
Europe and protect the empire he had created. Despite
his reputation as an enemy of socialism, he introduced
comprehensive health and unemployment insurance for
German workers. Far from being a “man of iron and
blood,” Bismarck was in fact a complex statesman who
was concerned with maintaining stability and harmony
far beyond Germany’s newly unified borders.
Comprehensive and balanced, Bismarck shows us the
post-reunification value of looking anew at this
monumental figure’s role in European history.
A biography of the German statesman Bismarck, which
looks not only at his personal achievements but at how
he may have affected the subsequent history of
Germany and Europe.
Chancellor Otto Bismarck's "greatness" lay in what he
created, the German Reich of 1871. This Reich was the
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product of his genius, and in it his genius took complete
shape. In less than a decade German chaos was
brought to an end and in its place a homogeneous state
began to arise. The structure of this state left no room for
opposing political forces, but rather made ready a roof
under which these forces might rally, support each other,
and gain strength. Bismarck and the Creation of the
Second Reich begins as a biography but continues as a
description of his political life and the ideas that led to the
birth of an authoritarian political culture.The community
from which Bismarck formed his conception of the state
was first the family and clan, then the landlord caste, and
finally the people. These communities found their
unifying force in the Kaiser, who as their patriarchal head
enjoyed divine honors as ruler by the grace of God. The
existence of the state was justified as the framework
within which these communities existed, and it had thus
a biological as well as a religious content. This idea of
the state as the supreme moral command of religion was
too powerful a driving force to be dropped in favor of the
rational view of the state as a potential war machine.
Bismarck reconciled the two concepts by use of the
concept of a "people in arms," an idea which had
originated in German history as a means of defense, but
which was changed into one of aggression. In order to
become a means of aggression it was changed into a
moral precept commanded by religion, and indeed into
the supreme precept.Through the unfolding of the
political life of Bismarck, we find the roots of the Nazi
Third Reich--the inability of the people to educate
themselves about politics enough to effect any change or
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satisfy their own political needs. In this loss of control,
the authoritarian regime grew stronger. Though
Bismarck's work led to the creation and implementation
of the Second Reich, "it is in the Third Reich that we find
the devilish distortion that was its fruit." This volume is an
essential tool for understanding twentieth-century
German history.
OTTO EDUARD LEOPOLD VON BISMARCK
(18151898) was born into a family that had belonged to
the nobility from the 14th century. He studied law at the
Universities of Gttingen and Berlin, and later served as
prime minister of Prussia, from 1862 to 1873, and as
Germanys first chancellor, from 1871 to 1890. In this twovolume set, Otto von Bismarck gives a full account of his
life, from his formative years through to his resignation
from the office of chancellor. Bismarck spent many years
editing and revising the story of his life before arriving at
this final product. He explains how the idea of a unified
Germany took hold and manifested in his diplomatic
work. Volume II covers the formation of the unified state
and Bismarcks attempts to remove Catholicism from
Germany and ends with the rule of Emperor Frederick III.
History buffs will love this firsthand account from one of
the most influential figures in European history.
In 1941, Hitler's deadly Bismarck, the fastest battleship
afloat, broke out into the Atlantic. Its mission: to cut the
lifeline of British shipping and win the war with one
mighty blow. How the Royal Navy tried to meet this
threat and its desperate attempt to bring the giant
Bismarck to bay is the story C. S. Forester tells with
mounting excitement and suspense.
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An historic account of the Bismarck covers her entire
commission, including her sinking of the pride of the
Royal Navy--the Hood--the massive hunt for her
conducted by the Allies, and her last night on the sea
This is the amazing story of the ship Bismarck, which
sank after only nine days. The book contains many never
before published photographs. TheBismarck was one of
the wrecks discovered by Robert Ballard after he found
theTitanic. This book offers unique insight and
perspective, especially because the author was a
member of Ballard's team.
The Period of Fortification, 1880-1898The burst of
capitalistic expansion that accompanied German
unification came to an abrupt end with the crash of 1873,
which opened a period of economic depression. Volume
III describes the continuation of Bismarck's efforts to
cope with the resulting economic and social problems
that hindered his quest for a new national consensus in
support of the Prussian-German establishment." It also
brings to a climax theauthor's account of Bismarck's
mounting political frustrations, their psychopathological
consequences, and the struggle of his doctors to convert
him to a healthier life-style. The final chapters deal with
the fascinating story of Bismarck's conflict with Wilhelm
II. The work ends with an account of the Bismarck
legend that endures to this day and may yet influence
Germany's current quest for reunification. Originally
published in 1990. The Princeton Legacy Library uses
the latest print-on-demand technology to again make
available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press.
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These editions preserve the original texts of these
important books while presenting them in durable
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the
Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to
the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of
books published by Princeton University Press since its
founding in 1905.
How did Bismarck, Germany’s greatest nineteenth
century leader, extend and maintain his power? This new
Profile examines his strengths as statesman and all the
facets of his political career. His many direct
achievements included the unification of Germany and
the expansion of Prussia. In short, he was the architect
of Germany’s change from cultural region to political
nation. In the end he combined egotism and brilliance
exceptionally, yet it was still not enough to save him from
dismissal by William II.
A life story of Bismark which analyzes his policies and
character by the standards of his time
The Life of Bismarck - Private and political is an
unchanged, high-quality reprint of the original edition of
1870. Hansebooks is editor of the literature on different
topic areas such as research and science, travel and
expeditions, cooking and nutrition, medicine, and other
genres. As a publisher we focus on the preservation of
historical literature. Many works of historical writers and
scientists are available today as antiques only.
Hansebooks newly publishes these books and
contributes to the preservation of literature which has
become rare and historical knowledge for the future.
The author of Blitzkrieg covers one of the most dramatic
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events of the Second World War in an “outstanding book
about naval warfare” (World War II History). When the
German battleship Bismarck—a masterpiece of
engineering, well-armored with a main artillery of eight
15-inch guns—left the port of Gotenhafen for her first
operation on the night of May 18, 1941, the British
battlecruiser Hood and the new battleship Prince of
Wales were ordered to find her quickly, as several large
convoys were heading for Britain. On May 24, Bismarck
was found off the coast of Greenland, but the ensuing
battle was disastrous for the British. The Hood was
totally destroyed within minutes, with only three crewmen
surviving, and Prince of Wales was badly damaged. The
chase resumed until the German behemoth was finally
caught, this time by four British capital ships supported
by torpedo-bombers from the carrier Ark Royal. The icy
North Atlantic roiled from the crash of shellfire and
bursting explosions until finally the Bismarck collapsed,
sending nearly two thousand German sailors to a watery
grave. Tamelander and Zetterling’s work rests on stories
from survivors and the latest historical discoveries. The
book starts with a thorough account of maritime
developments from 1871 up to the era of the giant
battleship, and ends with a vivid account, hour by hour,
of the dramatic and fateful hunt for the mighty Bismarck,
Nazi Germany’s last hope to pose a powerful surface
threat to Allied convoys. “Exciting story-telling . . .
recreat[es] the thrill of the hunt.” —International Journal of
Maritime History “[An] epic sea chase and its vivid,
human details.” —World War II
Part of the CBC Massey Lectures Series In History’s
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People internationally acclaimed historian Margaret
MacMillan gives her own personal selection of figures of
the past, women and men, some famous and some littleknown, who stand out for her. Some have changed the
course of history and even directed the currents of their
times. Others are memorable for being risk-takers,
adventurers, or observers. She looks at the concept of
leadership through Bismarck and the unification of
Germany; William Lyon MacKenzie King and the
preservation of the Canadian Federation; Franklin
Delano Roosevelt and the bringing of a unified United
States into the Second World War. She also notes how
leaders can make huge and often destructive mistakes,
as in the cases of Hitler, Stalin, and Thatcher. Richard
Nixon and Samuel de Champlain are examples of daring
risk-takers who stubbornly went their own ways, often in
defiance of their own societies. Then there are the
dreamers, explorers, and adventurers, individuals like
Fanny Parkes and Elizabeth Simcoe who manage to
defy or ignore the constraints of their own societies.
Finally, there are the observers, such as Babur, the first
Mughal emperor of India, and Victor Klemperer, a
Holocaust survivor, who kept the notes and diaries that
bring the past to life. History’s People is about the
important and complex relationship between biography
and history, individuals and their times.
Otto von Bismarck transformed Europe more completely
than anybody in the nineteenth century, except for
Napoleon. He unified, and indeed, created, the country
at the center of two world wars that would transform the
world. This biography illuminates the life of the
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statesman who unified Germany but who also embodied
everything brutal and ruthless about Prussian culture.
The author draws heavily on contemporary writings,
allowing Bismarck's friends and foes to tell the story.
What rises from these pages is a complex giant of a
man: a hypochondriac with the constitution of an ox, a
brutal tyrant who could easily shed tears, a convert to an
extreme form of evangelical Protestantism who
secularized schools and introduced civil divorce.
Bismarck may have been in sheer ability the most
intelligent man to direct a great state in modern times.
His brilliance and insight dazzled his contemporaries. But
all agreed there was also something demonic, diabolical,
overwhelming, beyond human attributes, in Bismarck's
personality. He was a kind of malignant genius who,
behind the various postures, concealed an ice-cold
contempt for his fellow human beings and a drive to
control and rule them.
A biography of the Prussian statesman who united the
German people under one government and whose
policies and influence were felt throughout Europe in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth century.
Bismarck was arguably the most important figure in 19thcentury European history after 1815. In this biography,
Edgar Feuchtwanger reassesses Bismarck's significance
as a historical figure.
This riveting, New York Times bestselling biography
illuminates the life of Otto von Bismarck, the statesman
who unified Germany but who also embodied everything
brutal and ruthless about Prussian culture. Jonathan
Steinberg draws heavily on contemporary writings,
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allowing Bismarck's friends and foes to tell the story.
What rises from these pages is a complex giant of a
man: a hypochondriac with the constitution of an ox, a
brutal tyrant who could easily shed tears, a convert to an
extreme form of evangelical Protestantism who
secularized schools and introduced civil divorce.
Bismarck may have been in sheer ability the most
intelligent man to direct a great state in modern times.
His brilliance and insight dazzled his contemporaries. But
all agreed there was also something demonic, diabolical,
overwhelming, beyond human attributes, in Bismarck's
personality. He was a kind of malign genius who, behind
the various postures, concealed an ice-cold contempt for
his fellow human beings and a drive to control and rule
them. As one contemporary noted: "the Bismarck regime
was a constant orgy of scorn and abuse of mankind,
collectively and individually." In this comprehensive and
expansive biography--a brilliant study in
power--Jonathan Steinberg brings Bismarck to life,
revealing the stark contrast between the "Iron
Chancellor's" unmatched political skills and his
profoundly flawed human character.
This new book on Bismarck offers a forensic analysis of
the design, operation and loss of Germany s greatest
battleship and draws on survivors accounts and the
authors" combined decades of experience in naval
architecture and command at sea. Their investigation
into every aspect of this battleship has taken fifty-six
years of painstaking research, during which time they
conducted extensive interviews and corresponded with
the ship s designers and the survivors of the battle of the
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Denmark Strait and Bismarck s final battle. Albert
Schnarke, for instance, the former gunnery officer of
Tirpitz, Bismarck s sister ship, aided the authors greatly
by translating and supplying manuscript materials from
those who had participated in the design and operations.
Survivors of Bismarck s engagements contributed to this
comprehensive study including D B H Wildish, RN,
damage control officer aboard HMS Prince of Wales,
who located photographs of battle damage to his ship.
After the wreck of Bismarck was discovered in June
1989, the authors served as technical consultants to Dr
Robert Ballard, who led three trips to the site. Film maker
and explorer James Cameron has contributed a chapter,
which gives the reader a comprehensive overview of his
deep-sea explorations on Bismarck and it is illustrated
with his team s remarkable photographs of the wreck.
The result of nearly six decades of research and
collaboration, this new work is an engrossing and
encyclopaedic account of the events surrounding one of
the most epic naval battles of World War Two. And
Battleship Bismarck finally resolves some of the major
questions around her career, not least the most profound
one of all: Who sank the Bismarck, the British or the
Germans? AUTHORS: William H. Garzke is a graduate
of the of the University of Michigan with a degree in
naval architecture and marine engineering. Robert O.
Dulin is a graduate of the US Naval Academy and later
earned his MS in naval architecture and marine
engineering from MIT. William J. Jurens currently serves
as an associate editor for Warship International. James
Cameron is a Canadian film maker and deep-sea
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explorer.
FOR MOST people Bismarck is the man of “blood and
iron”; he coined the phrase himself and he lived up to it.
But he was much more; he had an intellectual
ascendancy over all the politicians of his day, and his
superiority was acknowledged not only by his own
people, but by all European statesmen. The unification of
Germany, the defeat of Austria, the fall of the Second
Empire, the defeat of France, the alliance of the German
Empire and the Habsburg Monarchy, the
dismemberment of Denmark—these are his most obvious
achievements; no less important was the transformation
in the national consciousness of the German people, for
which Bismarck was also responsible. Dr. Eyck has
analyzed not only the personality but also the
accomplishments of a statesman whose influence on
Europe in the latter half of the nineteenth century was
more far-reaching than that of any other man in his
time.-Print ed. “Authoritative, illuminating and easy to
read....Dr. Eyck, in his excellent book, has exposed the
many fallacies of which Bismarck legend is compounded.
His analysis is tragic and austere.”?The Observer
Thomas Nipperdey offers readers insights into the
history and the culture of German nationalism, bringing
to light much-needed information on the immediate
prenational period of transition. A subject of passionate
debates, the beginnings of German nationalism here
receive a thorough-going exploration, from the
dissolution of the Holy Roman Empire to Bismarck's
division of the German-speaking world into three parts:
an enlarged Prussian state north of the Main, an isolated
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Austria-Hungary in the south, and a group of Catholic
states in between. This altering of power structures,
Nipperdey maintains, was the crucial action on which the
future of the German state hinged. He traces the failure
of German liberalism amidst the rise of nationalism,
turning it from a story of inevitable catastrophe toward a
series of episodes filled with contingency and choice.
The book opens with the seismic effect of Napoleon on
the German ancien-régime. Napoleon's modernizing
hegemony is shown to have led to the gradual
emergence of a civil society based on the liberal
bourgeoisie. Nipperdey examines the fate of this society
from the revolutions of 1848-49 through the rise of
Bismarck. Into this story he weaves insights concerning
family life, working conditions, agriculture,
industrialization, and demography as well as religion,
learning, and the arts. Originally published in 1996. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-ondemand technology to again make available previously
out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of
Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the
original texts of these important books while presenting
them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The
goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase
access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the
thousands of books published by Princeton University
Press since its founding in 1905.
As Germany marks the thirtieth anniversary of its
unification since the end of the Cold War, international
bestselling-author Barney White-Spunner celebrates the
history of one of Europe's greatest cities.
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*Includes pictures *Includes Bismarck's quotes about his
life and career *Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading In 1832, 17 year old Otto
von Bismarck had just entered university and was
already rejecting the republican indoctrination of his
grade school years. Unlike so many of his day who had
championed representative government, Bismarck
longed for the glory of a nation he believed would only be
found under a single, strong leader. Though his early
university days showed him he would be isolated by this
thinking, he strongly believed not only in the ideal of a
national German state, but in its possibility. In his
memoirs, Bismarck recalls that at this young age, he
"retained [his] own private National sentiments, and [his]
belief that in the near future events would lead to
German unity; in fact, [he] made a bet with [his]
American friend Coffin that this aim would be attained in
twenty years." Though it would take longer than he had
predicted, Germany would eventually be united and he
would be the person responsible for accomplishing it.
Bismarck would go on to accomplish his goal and
strengthen Germany into a modern political state by
embracing specific political principles, despite their lack
of popularity. Bismarck biographer Jonathan Steinberg
refers to these principles as the "Prussian legacy,"
including "the army inherited from the 'genius King'
Frederick the Great; the fusion of the Junker class with
the army and the bureaucracy, the pervasive idea of
'Deinst' or service; the rigid distinction between the
nobility and the bourgeoisie; [and] a military conception
of honor." As "the most interesting character of the
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nineteenth century," Bismarck would spend his life in
service of the Hohenzollern Kings, elevating William I
from a Prussian King near abdication King to the first
German emperor. He would alienate many along the
way, but under William, he would retain what he wanted
most: the power to shape Germany's future. Otto von
Bismarck: The Life and Legacy of the German Empire's
First Chancellor looks at the life and work of Germany's
most famous politician. Along with pictures of important
people, places, and events, you will learn about Otto von
Bismarck like never before.
Updated and expanded, this second edition of Bismarck
and the German Empire, 1871–1918 is an accessible
introduction to this important period in German history.
Providing both a narrative of events at the time and an
analysis of social and cultural developments across the
period, Lynn Abrams examines the political, economic
and social structures of the Empire. Including the latest
research, the book also covers: how Bismarck
consolidated his regime the Wilhelmian period the
factors that led to the outbreak of World War One. With a
new introduction and updated further reading section –
including a guide to useful websites – this book gives
students the ideal introduction to this key period of
German history.
To the sound of machine gun fire and the smell of
burning flesh, award-winning author In Koli Jean Bofane
leads readers on a perilous, satirical journey through the
civil conflict and political instability that have been the
logical outcome of generations of rapacious multinational
corporate activity, corrupt governance, widespread civil
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conflict, human rights abuses, and environmental
degradation in Africa. Isookanga, a Congolese Pygmy,
grows up in a small village with big dreams of becoming
rich. His vision of the world is shaped by his exploits in
Raging Trade, an online game where he seizes control
of the world's natural resources by any means possible:
high-tech weaponry, slavery, and even genocide.
Isookanga leaves his sleepy village to make his fortune
in the pulsating capital Kinshasa, where he joins forces
with street children, warlords, and a Chinese victim of
globalization in this blistering novel about capitalism,
colonialism, and the world haunted by the ghosts of
Bismarck and Leopold II. Told with just enough levity to
make it truly heartbreaking, Congo Inc. is a searing tale
about ecological, political, and economic failure.
Winner of the Lionel Trilling Award Nominated for the
National Book Award “A major contribution to our
understanding of some of the great themes of modern
European history—the relations between Jews and
Germans, between economics and politics, between
banking and diplomacy.” —James Joll, The New York
Times Book Review “I cannot praise this book too
highly. It is a work of original scholarship, both exact and
profound. It restores a buried chapter of history and
penetrates, with insight and understanding, one of the
most disturbing historical problems of modern times.”
—Hugh J. Trevor-Roper, London Sunday Times “[An]
extraordinary book, an invaluable contribution to our
understanding of Germany in the second half of the
nineteenth century.” —Stanley Hoffman, Washington
Post Book World “One of the most important historical
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works of the past few decades.” —Golo Mann “In many
ways this book resembles the great nineteenth-century
novels.” —The Economist
Examines the life and career of Otto von Bismark.
In 1870 Bismarck ordered the Prussian Army to invade
France, inciting one of the most dramatic conflicts in
European history. It transformed not only the statessystem of the Continent but the whole climate of
European moral and political thought. The overwhelming
triumph of German military might, evoking general
admiration and imitation, introduced an era of power
politics, which was to reach its disastrous climax in 1914.
First published in 1961 and now with a new introduction,
The Franco-Prussian War is acknowledged as the
definitive history of one of the most dramatic and
decisive conflicts in the history of Europe.
Combining impeccable scholarship and literary elegance,
David Wetzel depicts the drama of machinations and
passions that exploded in a war that forever changed the
face of European history.
"Otto Eduard Leopold, Prince of Bismarck, Duke of
Lauenburg (1 April 1815? 30 July 1898), simply known
as Otto von Bismarck, was a conservative German
statesman who dominated European affairs from the
1860s to his dismissal in 1890 by Emperor Wilhelm II. In
1871, after a series of short victorious wars, he unified
most of the German states (whilst excluding some, most
notably Austria) into a powerful German Empire under
Prussian leadership. This created a balance of power
that preserved peace in Europe from 1871 until
1914"--Wikipedia.
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