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Originally published in 1984, Reading the Romance challenges popular (and often demeaning)
myths about why romantic fiction, one of publishing's most lucrative categories, captivates
millions of women readers. Among those who have disparaged romance reading are feminists,
literary critics, and theorists of mass culture. They claim that romances enforce the woman
reader's dependence on men and acceptance of the repressive ideology purveyed by popular
culture. Radway questions such claims, arguing that critical attention "must shift from the text
itself, taken in isolation, to the complex social event of reading." She examines that event, from
the complicated business of publishing and distribution to the individual reader's engagement
with the text. Radway's provocative approach combines reader-response criticism with
anthropology and feminist psychology. Asking readers themselves to explore their reading
motives, habits, and rewards, she conducted interviews in a midwestern town with forty-two
romance readers whom she met through Dorothy Evans, a chain bookstore employee who has
earned a reputation as an expert on romantic fiction. Evans defends her customers' choice of
entertainment; reading romances, she tells Radway, is no more harmful than watching sports
on television. "We read books so we won't cry" is the poignant explanation one woman offers
for her reading habit. Indeed, Radway found that while the women she studied devote
themselves to nurturing their families, these wives and mothers receive insufficient devotion or
nurturance in return. In romances the women find not only escape from the demanding and
often tiresome routines of their lives but also a hero who supplies the tenderness and admiring
attention that they have learned not to expect. The heroines admired by Radway's group defy
the expected stereotypes; they are strong, independent, and intelligent. That such characters
often find themselves to be victims of male aggression and almost always resign themselves to
accepting conventional roles in life has less to do, Radway argues, with the women readers'
fantasies and choices than with their need to deal with a fear of masculine dominance. These
romance readers resent not only the limited choices in their own lives but the patronizing
atitude that men especially express toward their reading tastes. In fact, women read romances
both to protest and to escape temporarily the narrowly defined role prescribed for them by a
patriarchal culture. Paradoxically, the books that they read make conventional roles for women
seem desirable. It is this complex relationship between culture, text, and woman reader that
Radway urges feminists to address. Romance readers, she argues, should be encouraged to
deliver their protests in the arena of actual social relations rather than to act them out in the
solitude of the imagination. In a new introduction, Janice Radway places the book within the
context of current scholarship and offers both an explanation and critique of the study's
limitations.
Why Reading Literature in School Still Matters: Imagination, Interpretation, Insight explains
how a reader's involvement with literary texts can create conditions for developing deep insight
into human experience, and how teachers can develop these interpretive possibilities in school
contexts. Developed from the author's many years of research, this book offers both a
theoretical framework that draws from an interdisciplinary array of sources and many
compelling and insightful examples of literary engagement of child, adolescent, and adult
readers, as well as practical advice for teachers and other readers about how to create
interesting and expansive sites for interpretation that are personally rewarding and productive.
Why Reading Literature in School Still Matters: Imagination, Interpretation, Insight : *provides
an overview of theories of human learning that influence beliefs about language, culture, and
identity; *shows how these theories of learning influence beliefs about and practices of reading
and interpretation; *introduces new ways to conceptualize reading that emphasize the
relationship between individual and collective identities and language/literacy practices;
*explains why access to information does not guarantee that understanding and/or insight will
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occur--by emphasizing the importance of "re-reading" and "close reading" this text shows that
development of deep insight depends on interpretation skills that must be taught; and
*presents a reconceptualized view of reading pedagogy. This is an essential text for education
courses at both the undergraduate and graduate levels and a must read for teachers and for
anyone interested in more deeply understanding how literary works of art can create conditions
for learning about oneself, one's situation, and one's possibilities.
Bringing together strands of public discourse about valuing personal achievement at the
expense of social values and the impacts of global capitalism, mass media, and digital culture
on the lives of children, this book challenges the potential of science and business to solve the
world’s problems without a complementary emphasis on social values. The selection of literary
works discussed illustrates the power of literature and human arts to instill such values and
foster change. The book offers a valuable foundation for the field of literacy education by
providing knowledge about the importance of language and literature that educators can use in
their own teaching and advocacy work.
ALERT: Before you purchase, check with your instructor or review your course syllabus to
ensure that you select the correct ISBN. Several versions of Pearson's MyLab & Mastering
products exist for each title, including customized versions for individual schools, and
registrations are not transferable. In addition, you may need a CourseID, provided by your
instructor, to register for and use Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products. Packages Access
codes for Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products may not be included when purchasing or
renting from companies other than Pearson; check with the seller before completing your
purchase. Used or rental books If you rent or purchase a used book with an access code, the
access code may have been redeemed previously and you may have to purchase a new
access code. Access codes Access codes that are purchased from sellers other than Pearson
carry a higher risk of being either the wrong ISBN or a previously redeemed code. Check with
the seller prior to purchase. -- The smallest and most economical member of the
Kennedy/Gioia family, Backpack Literature is a brief paperback version of the discipline's most
popular introduction to literature anthology. Like its bigger, bestselling predecessors, Backpack
Literature features the authors' collective poetic voice which brings personal warmth and a
human perspective to the discussion of literature, adding to students' interest in the readings.
New selections have been added including four new one-act plays to help "ease" students into
the study of this genre. The new plays include two comedies-- David Ives's, Sure Thing and
Jane Martin's Beauty--as well as Terrence McNally's poignant Andre's Mother and Edward Bok
Lee's experimental drama El Santo Americano.
Gathers examples of literature from Shakespeare to August Wilson, Leo Tolstoy to Amy Tan,
and William Blake to Derek Walcott
At the intersection of law, literature and history, this book interrogates how a dominant
contemporary idea of law emerged out of specific ideas of reading in the nineteenth century.
Reading shapes our identities. How we read shapes who we are. Reading also shapes our
conceptions of what the law is, because the law is also a practice of reading. Focusing on the
works of key Victorian writers closely associated with legal practice, this book addresses the
way in which the identity of the reader of law has been modelled on the identity of the political
elite. At the same time, it shows how other readers of law have been marginalized. The book
thus shows how a construction of the law has emerged from the ordering of a power that
discriminates between different readers and readings. More specifically, and in response to the
emerging media of photography – and, with it, potentially subversive ideas of exposure and
visibility – the book shows that there have been dominant, hidden and unrecognised guides to
legal reading and to legal thought. And in making these visible, the book also aims to make
them contestable. This secret history of law will appeal to legal historians, legal theorists, those
working at the intersection of law and literature and others with interests in law and the visual.
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This book provides the ideal entry-point to the process of reading, understanding, and
assessing what many recognize to be the important and powerful literature of the Bible.
The book introduces the tools of literary analysis, including: language and style, the
formal structures of genre, character study, and thematic analysis.
A brief, paperback version of the best-selling Literature: An Introduction to Reading and
Writing, this compact edition retains all of the outstanding features of the original book.
The book is dedicated throughout to the interlocking processes of reading and writing.
In addition to carefully chosen literary selections, each chapter contains detailed
information on and sample essays for writing about literature.
Studying Literature in English provides the ideal point of entry for students of English
Literature. This book is an accessible guide for Literature students around the world.
This book: Grounds literature and the study of literature throughout by referencing a
selection of well-known novels, plays and poems Examines the central questions that
readers ask when confronting literary texts, and shows how these make literary theory
meaningful and necessary Links British, American and postcolonial literature into a
coherent whole Discusses film as literature and provides the basic conceptual tools in
order to study film within a literature-course framework Places particular emphasis on
interdisciplinarity by examining the connections between the study of literature and
other disciplines Provides an annotated list of further reading From principal literary
genres, periods and theory, to strategies for reading, research and essay-writing,
Dominic Rainsford provides an engaging introduction to the most important aspects of
studying literature in English. This book is invaluable reading for anyone studying
literature in English.
Essential study guides for the future linguist. The Language of Literature is a general
introduction to the methods and principles behind stylistics. It is suitable for advanced
level students and beyond. Written with input from the Cambridge English Corpus, it
provides students with an introduction to stylistics with texts from different genres. It
takes the approach that the best way to study literary texts is to focus closely on
language. Using short activities to help explain analysis methods, this book guides
students through major modern issues and concepts. It summarises key concerns and
findings, while providing inspiration for language investigations and non-examined
assessments (NEAs) with research suggestions.
This anthology focuses on writing about literature which is integrated in every chapter.
Each element (i.e. character, setting, tone) is covered by a sample student essay and
commentary on the essay. 32 MLA –Format Demonstrative student essays serve as
models for good student writing. Three NEW chapters on research—one each for fiction,
poetry and drama—feature full MLA-style research papers annotated to point out
research information specific to each genre. NEW-MLA document maps: These visual
representations help students locate key information on frequently-cited sources such
as books and websites. NEW "visualizing" sections on fiction, poetry and drama each
feature a section devoted to images that represent key literary principles or visualbased media within the genre. Color insert–This insert features works of art and
connects them to various pieces of literature throughout the book. These images help
reinforce the themes found in the literature. Fifty short illustrative writing examples
embody the strategies and methods described in the various chapters and appendices.
Lively, original and highly readable, An Introduction to Literature, Criticism and Theory
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is the essential guide to literary studies. Starting at ‘The Beginning’ and concluding
with ‘The End’, chapters range from the familiar, such as ‘Character’, ‘Narrative’
and ‘The Author’, to the more unusual, such as ‘Secrets’, ‘Pleasure’ and ‘Ghosts’.
Now in its fifth edition, Bennett and Royle’s classic textbook successfully illuminates
complex ideas by engaging directly with literary works, so that a reading of Jane Eyre
opens up ways of thinking about racial difference, for example, while Chaucer,
Raymond Chandler and Monty Python are all invoked in a discussion of literature and
laughter. The fifth edition has been revised throughout and includes four new chapters
– ‘Feelings’, ‘Wounds’, ‘Body’ and ‘Love’ – to incorporate exciting recent
developments in literary studies. In addition to further reading sections at the end of
each chapter, the book contains a comprehensive bibliography and a glossary of key
literary terms. A breath of fresh air in a field that can often seem dry and dauntingly
theoretical, this book will open the reader’s eyes to the exhilarating possibilities of
reading and studying literature.
This book takes a fresh look at secondary urban English classrooms and at what
happens when students and their teachers explore literature collaboratively. By closely
examining what happens in English lessons, minute by minute, it reveals how literary
texts function not as a valorised heritage to be transmitted, but as a resource for the
students’ work of cultural production and contestation. The reading that is undertaken
in classrooms has tended to be construed as either a poor substitute or merely a
preparation for other reading, particularly for that paradigmatic literacy event, the
absorbed and simultaneously discriminating consumption of the literary text by the
independent, private reader. This book argues for a different understanding of what
constitutes reading, an understanding that is informed by historical and ethnographic
perspectives and by psychological and semiotic theory. It presents the case for a
conception of reading as an active, collaborative process of meaning-making and for a
fully social model of learning. Drawing extensively on data gathered through classroom
observation and filming of English lessons taught over the course of a year by two
teachers in a London secondary school, the book explores students’ engagement with
literary texts and the pedagogy that facilitates this engagement. The book offers new
insights into reading, and reading literature in particular. It challenges the paradigm of
reading that is offered in government policy and the assumption, common to much work
within the field of ‘new literacies’, that ‘schooled literacy’ is the already-known, the
default, against which the alternative literacy practices of homes and communities can
be defined. It will be valuable reading for researchers, teachers, teacher educators and
postgraduate students, and will have particular appeal for those with an interest in the
fields of English studies and literacy.
Practising Theory and Reading Literature provides an accessible introduction to the
study of contemporary literary theories and their applications to a range of literary texts.
This is an elementary introduction where the emphasis is on practice, and in this
respect it complements A Reader's Guide to Contemporary Literary Theory.
Explains the basic elements of poetry, and groups poems to encourage an analysis of
similarities and differences
Literature and Understanding investigates the cognitive gain from literature by
focussing on a reader’s close analysis of a literary text. It examines the meaning of
‘literature’, outlines the most prominent positions in the literary cognitivism debate,
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explores the practice of close reading from a philosophical perspective, provides a fresh
account of what we mean by ‘understanding’ and in so doing opens up a new area of
research in the philosophy of literature. This book provides a different reply to the
challenge that we can’t learn anything worthwhile from reading literary fiction. It makes
the innovative case that reading literary fiction as literature rather than as fiction
stimulates five relevant senses of understanding. The book uses examples of irony,
metaphor, play with perspective and ambiguity to illustrate this contention. Before
arguing that these five senses of understanding bridge the gap between our
understanding of a literary text and our understanding of the world beyond that text.
The book will be of great interest for researchers, scholars and post-graduate students
in the fields of aesthetics, literary theory, literature in education and pedagogy.
DIV A literary master’s entertaining guide to reading with deeper insight, better
understanding, and greater pleasure /div
What is this thing called literature? Why should we study it? And how? Relating
literature to topics such as dreams, politics, life, death, the ordinary and the uncanny,
this beautifully written book establishes a sense of why and how literature is an exciting
and rewarding subject to study. Bennett and Royle delicately weave an essential love of
literature into an account of what literary texts do, how they work and what sort of
questions and ideas they provoke. The book’s three parts reflect the fundamental
components of studying literature: reading, thinking and writing. The authors use
helpful, familiar examples throughout, offering rich reflections on the question ‘What is
literature?’ and on what they term ‘creative reading’. Bennett and Royle’s lucid and
friendly style encourages a deep engagement with literary texts. This book is not only
an essential guide to the study of literature, but an eloquent defence of the discipline.

"Writing about Literature "serves as a hands-on guide for writing about literature,
thus justifying the integration of literature and composition. The reading of
literature encourages students to think, and the use of literary topics gives
instructors a viable way to combine writing and literary study.
An Introduction to Literary Studies provides the beginner with an accessible and
comprehensive survey of literature. Systematically taking in theory, genre and
literary history, Klarer provides easy to understand descriptions of a variety of
approaches to texts. This invaluable guide includes sections on: fiction poetry
drama film covering: a range of theoretical approaches an extensive glossary of
major literary and cinematic terms guidelines for writing research papers.
Understanding Literature is an innovative anthology and technology package
representing the next generation of literary pedagogy for introduction to literature
and literature for composition courses. Built on a balanced foundation of
canonical and nontraditional reading selections, this text includes discussions of
the formal literary elements--and then goes a step further to integrate relevant
and accessible coverage of contemporary criticism within each genre. This
unique, integrated coverage of contemporary critical approaches (such as
feminist theory, psychoanalytic theory, and postcolonial theory) offers students a
richer, more engaging introduction to reading critically and writing about
literature. Other anthologies offer minimal theoretical coverage in a separate
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chapter or appendix, typically sidestepping the larger issues the theories
raise.The integrated technology package, complete with CD-ROM and
accompanying web site, takes advantage of multimedia resources to enhance
the study of literature with visual aids, audio and video files, additional primary
and secondary texts, and other materials that help place literature within the
broader contexts of history and culture. Engaging, creative table of contents
balances familiar authors and literary works with more adventurous and diverse
selections, exposing students to a broad range of literature and providing
instructors with great flexibility in designing their courses.Critical Perspectives
offer concise, insightful discussions of how literary and cultural theories are used
to explore meaning in literature. Throughout the anthology casebooks, excerpts
from classic and contemporary critical essays, and in-textdiscussions offer
students accessible yet critical perspectives into how literary theory can facilitate
a deeper understanding of literary texts. The fiction and drama sections feature
brief in-text discussions and excerpts from literary critics. Critical Perspectives
can also be used as a springboard for class discussion and writing.In-depth
treatment of Featured Writers in each section allows more focused study of a
single writer. This feature includes multiple reading selections showing the range
of the writer' s work, more extensive biographical information, and additional
materials on the CD-ROM and web site. Writers highlighted include James
Baldwin, Virginia Woolf, Salman Rushdie, John Keats, Gwendolyn Brooks, Anne
Sexton, and William Shakespeare.Two unique interdisciplinary chapters (The
Beat Movement and Performative Poetics) focus on the spoken and performed
aspects of literature. Coverage includes several works from key writers in both
movements as well as discussions of how these movements use a mixture of
media--language, film, jazz, photography, and art--to showcase their work and
provide social and political commentary.Unique poetry casebooks allow students
to explore certain themes or topics in depth, such as Poetry and Social Activism
Between the Wars, Poetry, Trauma, and Testimony: Holocaust Verses,
Postmodern Poetics, Chicano/a Poetry, and Native American Poetry.Emphasis
on cultural perspectives reflects the increased desire to view the study of
literature through the lens of culture. Reading selections, section introductions,
questions for discussion, writing assignments, and other apparatus encourage
students to view literature from differentcultural perspectives.Thorough coverage
of reading and writing about literature shows students how to read each genre
and craft effective essays. Annotated student papers serve as models of good
student writing, and a separate section teaches students how to conduct
research and incorporate other sources into their writing.An abundance of visual
text--such as photos, art, and drawings--help students place literary works in
broader contexts.
Reading Children’s Literature offers insights into the major discussions and
debates currently animating the field of children’s literature. Informed by recent
scholarship and interest in cultural studies and critical theory, it is a compact core
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text that introduces students to the historical contexts, genres, and issues of
children’s literature. A beautifully designed and illustrated supplement to
individual literary works assigned, it also provides apparatus that makes it a
complete resource for working with children’s literature during and after the
course. The second edition includes a new chapter on children’s literature and
popular culture (including film, television, and merchandising) and has been
updated throughout to reflect recent scholarship and new offerings in children’s
media.
[Ahmad's] "introduction is fiery and charismatic... This book encompasses the
diversity of experience, with beautiful variations and stories that bicker back and
forth." --Parul Sehgal, The New York Times The first global anthology of
migration literature featuring works by Mohsin Hamid, Zadie Smith, Marjane
Satrapi, Salman Rushdie, and Warsan Shire, with a foreword by Edwidge
Danticat, author of Everything Inside A Penguin Classic Every year, three to four
million people move to a new country. From war refugees to corporate expats,
migrants constantly reshape their places of origin and arrival. This selection of
works collected together for the first time brings together the most compelling
literary depictions of migration. Organized in four parts (Departures, Arrivals,
Generations, and Returns), The Penguin Book of Migration Literature conveys
the intricacy of worldwide migration patterns, the diversity of immigrant
experiences, and the commonalities among many of those diverse experiences.
Ranging widely across the eighteenth through twenty-first centuries, across every
continent of the earth, and across multiple literary genres, the anthology gives
readers an understanding of our rapidly changing world, through the eyes of
those at the center of that change. With thirty carefully selected poems, short
stories, and excerpts spanning three hundred years and twenty-five countries,
the collection brings together luminaries, emerging writers, and others who have
earned a wide following in their home countries but have been less recognized in
the Anglophone world. Editor of the volume Dohra Ahmad provides a contextual
introduction, notes, and suggestions for further exploration.
Petersen examines the literature of the latter prophets (Isaiah-Malachi) as well as
the Hebrew texts that describe the work and words of Israel's earlier prophets
(e.g., Elijah and Elisha in 1 & 2 Kings).--From publisher's description.
This undergraduate textbook introduces English literature students to the
application of linguistics to literary analysis.
Through art, drama and analysis, this program shows the Old & New Testament
origins of many contemporary literary forms, styles & devices.
A thoroughly revised and updated edition of Thomas C. Foster's classic guide—a
lively and entertaining introduction to literature and literary basics, including
symbols, themes, and contexts—that shows you how to make your everyday
reading experience more rewarding and enjoyable. While many books can be
enjoyed for their basic stories, there are often deeper literary meanings
interwoven in these texts. How to Read Literature Like a Professor helps us to
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discover those hidden truths by looking at literature with the eyes—and the literary
codes—of the ultimate professional reader: the college professor. What does it
mean when a literary hero travels along a dusty road? When he hands a drink to
his companion? When he's drenched in a sudden rain shower? Ranging from
major themes to literary models, narrative devices, and form, Thomas C. Foster
provides us with a broad overview of literature—a world where a road leads to a
quest, a shared meal may signify a communion, and rain, whether cleansing or
destructive, is never just a shower—and shows us how to make our reading
experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun. This revised edition includes new
chapters, a new preface, and a new epilogue, and incorporates updated teaching
points that Foster has developed over the past decade.
Judge for Yourself guides interested and advanced-level readers through the
challenge of judging the quality of hyper-contemporary literature. Whether
reading the latest bestseller or the book that everyone is recommending, Judge
for Yourself guides you through the challenge of the text. Reading the longlist of
the 2019 International Dylan Thomas Prize through five chapters, Judge for
Yourself introduces readers to current critical debates that inform engagement
and the reading experience of hyper-contemporary writing. Topics covered
include feminism, postcolonialism, critical race theory, queer theory, class, and
book reviews. Each chapter includes introductory questions for the reader, and
Judge for Yourself is accompanied by an exploration of book prize culture and
the challenge posed by hyper-contemporary literature. Judge for Yourself puts
judging firmly in the hands of the reader, and not the academic or professional
reviewers.
Appropriate for Introduction to Literature courses, second-semester Freshman
Composition courses. This new text takes an interpretations approach to
literature and its elements. Covering the genres of short fiction, poetry, and
drama, it is appropriate both for literature courses and for composition courses.
The goal of this text is to help students read and see literature from a variety of
critical perspectives. The student's concerns, responses, and interpretive abilities
are fostered by this approach.
Language Through Literatureprovides a definitive introduction to the English
language through the medium of English literature. Through the use of
illustrations from poetry, prose and drama, this book offers a lively guide to
important concepts and techniques in English language study. Among the many
topics covered in the book are the form and meaning of words, the structure of
narrative discourses and the organization of dialogue and conversation. Each
chapter explores a specific aspect of the modern English language using a
combination of exposition and practical activities. Each chapter also provides
points for further discussion and includes project work for use individually, or as
part of a group. Readers will find the author's selection and presentation of topics
helpful, as Paul Simpson progressively widens the scope of topics from single
words to the structure of whole conversations. Language Through Literatureis
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designed for the non-specialist who is new to the study of the English language
and will be particularly relevant to anyone interested in the in the relationship
between the English language and English literature.
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