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Rhetoric is often seen as a synonym for shallow,
deceptive language, and therefore as something
negative. But if we view rhetoric in more neutral
terms, as the 'art of persuasion', it is clear that we
are all forced to engage with it at some level, if only
because we are constantly exposed to the rhetoric of
others. In this Very Short Introduction, Richard Toye
explores the purpose of rhetoric. Rather than
presenting a defence of it, he considers it as the
foundation-stone of civil society, and an essential
part of any democratic process. Using wide-ranging
examples from Ancient Greece, medieval Islamic
preaching, and modern cinema, Toye considers why
we should all have an appreciation of the art of
rhetoric. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Marina Warner guides us through the rich world of
fairy tale, from Cinderella and Hansel and Gretel to
Page 1/25

Download File PDF Classics A Very Short
Introduction Very Short Introductions
Snow White and Pan's Labyrinth. Exploring
pervasive themes of folklore, myth, the supernatural,
imagination, and fantasy, Warner highlights the
impact of the genre on human understanding,
history, and culture.
Logic is often perceived as having little to do with the
rest of philosophy, and even less to do with real life.
Graham Priest explores the philosophical roots of
the subject, explaining how modern formal logic
addresses many issues.
Explores the relationship between the contemporary
world and the ancient one.
"Vivam" is the very last word of Ovid's masterpiece,
the Metamorphoses: "I shall live." If we're still
reading it two millennia after Ovid's death, this is by
definition a remarkably accurate prophecy. Ovid was
not the only ancient author with aspirations to be
read for eternity, but no poet of the Greco-Roman
world has had a deeper or more lasting impact on
subsequent literature and art than he can claim. In
the present day no Greek or Roman poet is as
accessible, to artists, writers, or the general reader:
Ovid's voice remains a compellingly contemporary
one, as modern as it seemed to his contemporaries
in Augustan Rome. But Ovid was also a man of his
time, his own story fatally entwined with that of the
first emperor Augustus, and the poetry he wrote
channels in its own way the cultural and political
upheavals of the contemporary city, its public life,
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sexual mores, religion, and urban landscape, while
also exploiting the superbly rich store of poetic
convention that Greek literature and his Roman
predecessors had bequeathed to him. This Very
Short Introduction explains Ovid's background, social
and literary, and introduces his poetry, on love,
metamorphosis, Roman festivals, and his own exile,
a restlessly innovative oeuvre driven by the
irrepressible ingenium or wit for which he was
famous. Llewelyn Morgan also explores Ovid's
immense influence on later literature and art,
spanning from Shakespeare to Bernini. Throughout,
Ovid's poetry is revealed as enduringly scintillating,
his personal story compelling, and the issues his life
and poetry raise of continuing relevance and
interest. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
In this Very Short Introduction, Prof Lord John Krebs
provides a brief history of human food, from our
remote ancestors 3 million years ago to the present
day. By looking at the four great transitions in human
food - cooking, agriculture, processing, and
preservation - he considers a variety of questions,
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including why people like some kinds of foods and
not others; how your senses contribute to flavour;
the role of genetics in our likes and dislikes; and the
differences in learning and culture around the world.
In turn he considers aspects of diet, nutrition, and
health, and the disparity between malnutrition in
some places and overconsumption in others. Finally,
he considers some of the big issues - the obesity
crisis, sustainable agriculture, the role of new
technologies such as genetic modification of crops,
and ends by posing the question: how will it be
possible to feed a population of 9 billion in 2050,
without destroying our natural environment? ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Humour has been discovered in every known human
culture and thinkers have discussed it for over two
thousand years. Humour can serve many functions;
it can be used to relieve stress, to promote goodwill
among strangers, to dissipate tension within a
fractious group, to display intelligence, and some
have even claimed that it improves health and fights
sickness. In this Very Short Introduction Noel Carroll
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examines the leading theories of humour including
The Superiority Theory and The Incongruity Theory.
He considers the relation of humour to emotion and
cognition, and explores the value of humour,
specifically in its social functions. He argues that
humour, and the comic amusement that follows it,
has a crucial role to play in the construction of
communities, but he also demonstrates that the
social aspect of humour raises questions such as
'When is humour immoral?' and 'Is laughing at
immoral humour itself immoral?'. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
This Very Short Introduction to Classics links a
haunting temple on a lonely mountainside to the
glory of ancient Greece and the grandeur of Rome,
and to Classics within modern culture-from Jefferson
and Byron to Asterix and Ben-Hur. We are all
Classicists - we come into touch with the Classics
daily: in our culture, politics, medicine, architecture,
language, and literature. What are the true roots of
these influences, however, and how do our
interpretations of these aspects of the Classics differ
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from their original reception? This introduction to the
Classics begins with a visit to the British Museum to
view the frieze which once decorated the Apollo
Temple at Bassae. Through these sculptures, John
Henderson and Mary Beard prompt us to consider
the significance of Classics as a means of discovery
and enquiry, its value in terms of literature,
philposophy, and culture, and its importance as a
source of imagery. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
From the schools of ancient times to the present day,
Gary Thomas explores how and why education has
evolved has it has. Examining education worldwide, he
explains the way schools work, noting how curricula are
remarkably consistent around the world. Delving into
some of the big questions, Thomas explores the history
of education in this Very Short Introduction. Considering
various styles such as progressive versus formal, he also
explores the ideas of some of the big theorists, including
Piaget and Vygotsky. Looking at different forms of
education and styles of teaching, he considers the ways
in which education is being improved by matching styles
of learning to teaching, and ensuring that schools are
more inclusive and meaningful for a broader range of
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students. He finishes by considering the ways in which
education may develop over the coming century. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
The Koran has constituted a remarkably strong core of
identity and continuity for a religious tradition that is now
in its fifteenth century. This Very Short Introduction
explores the significance of the Koran both in the modern
world and in traditional Muslim culture. Michael Cook
provides a lucid and direct account of the Koran as
codex, as scripture, as liturgy, and as the embodiment of
truth, and examines its means of formation and
dissemination. He also discusses issues of interpretation
for certain key verses, demonstrating that fecundity of
the text for readers throughout the world. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
In 1607, Powhatan teenager Pocahontas first
encountered English settlers when John Smith was
brought to her village as a captive. In 1920, the
ratification of the 19th Amendment gave women the
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constitutional right to vote. And in 2012, the U.S. Marine
Corps lifted its ban on women in active combat, allowing
female marines to join the sisterhood of American
women who stand at the center of this country's history.
Between each of these signal points runs the multilayered experience of American women, from precolonization to the present. In American Women's
History: A Very Short Introduction Susan Ware
emphasizes the richly diverse experiences of American
women as they were shaped by factors such as race,
class, religion, geographical location, age, and sexual
orientation. The book begins with a comprehensive look
at early America, with gender at the center, making it
clear that women's experiences were not always the
same as men's, and looking at the colonizers as well as
the colonized, along with issues of settlement, slavery,
and regional variations. She shows how women's
domestic and waged labor shaped the Northern
economy, and how slavery affected the lives of both free
and enslaved Southern women. Ware then moves
through the tumultuous decades of industrialization and
urbanization, describing the 19th century movements led
by women (temperance, moral reform, and abolitionism),
She links women's experiences to the familiar events of
the Civil War, the Progressive Era, and World War I,
culminating in 20th century female activism for civil rights
and successive waves of feminism. Ware explores the
major transformations in women's history, with attention
to a wide range of themes from political activism to
popular culture, the work force and the family. From
Anne Bradstreet to Ida B. Wells to Eleanor Roosevelt,
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this Very Short Introduction recognizes women as a
force in American history and, more importantly, tells
women's history as American history. At the core of
Ware's narrative is the recognition that gender - the
changing historical and cultural constructions of roles
assigned to the biological differences of the sexes - is
central to understanding the history of American
women's lives, and to the history of the United States.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Very Short Introduction offer stimulating, accessible
introductions to a wide variety of subjects, demonstrating
the finest contemporary thinking about their central
problems and issues.
The Greeks and Romans are part of our history and part
of our heritage. In a thousand ways, their legacy
continues to live today. Their literature, languages,
architecture, drama, religious beliefs and philosophical
ideas have inspired and challenged us for centuries. This
book provides an introduction to the world of classical
culture both for the general reader and for the student. It
draws richly on ancient sources and texts, from the well
known to the obscure. It serves as a tour guide to
Graeco-Roman society, pointing out both the similarities
and the differences between the ancient world and our
own.
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Franz Kafka is one of the most intriguing writers of the
20th century. In this text the author provides an up-todate introduction to Kafka, beginning with an
examination of his life and then discussing some of the
major themes that emerge in Kafka's work.
Homer's mythological tales of war and homecoming,the
Iliad and the Odyssey, are widely considered to be two of
the most influential works in the history of western
literature. Yet their author, 'the greatest poet that ever
lived' is something of a mystery. By the 6th century BCE,
Homer had already become a mythical figure, and today
debate continues as to whether he ever existed. In this
Very Short Introduction Barbara Graziosi considers
Homer's famous works, and their impact on readers
throughout the centuries. She shows how the Iliad and
the Odyssey benefit from a tradition of reading that
spans well over two millennia, stemming from ancient
scholars at the library of Alexandria, in the third and
second centuries BCE, who wrote some of the first
commentaries on the Homeric epics. Summaries of
these scholars' notes made their way into the margins of
Byzantine manuscripts; from Byzantium the annotated
manuscripts travelled to Italy; and the ancient notes
finally appeared in the first printed editions of Homer,
eventually influencing our interpretation of Homer's work
today. Along the way, Homer's works have inspired
artists, writers, philosophers, musicians, playwrights, and
film-makers. Exploring the main literary, historical,
cultural, and archaeological issues at the heart of
Homer's narratives, Graziosi analyses the enduring
appeal of Homer and his iconic works. ABOUT THE
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SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable. This book was
previously published in hardback as Homer.
Robertson covers the life and work of Johann Wolfgang
von Goethe (1749-1832): scientist, administrator, artist,
art critic, and literary writer in a variety of genres.
Games are everywhere: Drivers maneuvering in heavy
traffic are playing a driving game. Bargain hunters
bidding on eBay are playing an auctioning game. The
supermarket's price for corn flakes is decided by playing
an economic game. This Very Short Introduction offers a
succinct tour of the fascinating world of game theory, a
ground-breaking field that analyzes how to play games in
a rational way. Ken Binmore, a renowned game theorist,
explains the theory in a way that is both entertaining and
non-mathematical yet also deeply insightful, revealing
how game theory can shed light on everything from
social gatherings, to ethical decision-making, to
successful card-playing strategies, to calculating the sex
ratio among bees. With mini-biographies of many
fascinating, and occasionally eccentric, founders of the
subject--including John Nash, subject of the movie A
Beautiful Mind--this book offers a concise overview of a
cutting-edge field that has seen spectacular successes in
evolutionary biology and economics, and is beginning to
revolutionize other disciplines from psychology to
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political science. About the Series: Oxford's Very Short
Introductions offers concise and original introductions to
a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology,
Politics to Classics, and Literary Theory to History. Not
simply a textbook of definitions, each volume provides
trenchant and provocative--yet always balanced and
complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
topic. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable
evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how it
has developed and influenced society. Whatever the
area of study, whatever the topic that fascinates the
reader, the series has a handy and affordable guide that
will likely prove indispensable.
From the beginning of time, humans have been driven by
both a fear of the unknown and a curiosity to know. We
have always yearned to know what lies ahead, whether
threat or safety, scarcity or abundance. Throughout
human history, our forebears tried to create certainty in
the unknown, by seeking to influence outcomes with
sacrifices to gods, preparing for the unexpected with
advice from oracles, and by reading the stars through
astrology. As scientific methods improve and computer
technology develops we become ever more confident of
our capacity to predict and quantify the future by
accumulating and interpreting patterns form the past, yet
the truth is there is still no certainty to be had. In this
Very Short Introduction Jennifer Gidley considers some
of our most burning questions: What is "the future "?; Is
the future a time yet to come?; Or is it a utopian place?;
Does the future have a history?; Is there only one future
or are there many possible futures? She asks if the
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future can ever be truly predicted or if we create our own
futures - both hoped for and feared - by our thoughts,
feelings, and actions, and concludes by analysing how
we can learn to study the future. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Introduction; 1 The information revolution; 2 The
language of information; 3 Mathematical information; 4
Semantic information; 5 Physical information; 6
Biological information; 7 Economic information; 8 The
ethics of information; Conclusion; References.
Revolutions have shaped world politics for the last three
hundred years. This volume shows why revolutions
occur, how they unfold, and where they created
democracies and dictatorships. Jack A. Goldstone
presents the history of revolutions from America and
France to the collapse of the Soviet Union, 'People
Power' revolutions, and the Arab revolts.
For generations, the study of Greek and Latin was used
to train the elites of the western world. Knowledge of
classical culture, it was believed, produced more
cultivated, creative individuals; Greece and Rome were
seen as pinnacles of civilization, and the origins of
western superiority over the rest of the world. Few today
are willing to defend this elitist, sometimes racist, vision
of the importance of classics, and it is no longer
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considered essential education for politicians and
professionals. Shouldn’t classics then be obsolete? Far
from it. As Neville Morley shows, the ancients are as
influential today as they ever have been, and we ignore
them at our peril. Not only do they have much to teach
us about the past, but they can offer important lessons
for the complex cultural, social and political worlds of the
present. Introducing Polity’s Why It Matters series: In
these short and lively books, world-leading thinkers
make the case for the importance of their subjects and
aim to inspire a new generation of students.
The tradition of ancient philosophy is a long, rich and
varied one, in which a constant note is that of discussion
and argument. This book introduces readers to some
ancient debates to engage with the ancient
developments of some themes. Getting away from the
presentation of ancient philosophy as a succession of
Great Thinkers, the book gives readers a sense of the
freshness and liveliness of ancient philosophy, and of its
wide variety of themes and styles. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
Offers a wealth of insight into the paradoxical nature of
film, considering its role and impact on society in the
20th century as well as its future in the digital age.
Original.
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Children's literature takes many forms - works adapted
for children in antiquity, picture books and pop-ups - and
now includes the latest online games and eBooks. This
vast and amorphous subject is both intimately related to
other areas of literary and cultural investigation but also
has its own set of concerns, issues and challenges.
From familiar authors including Beatrix Potter and Roald
Dahl, classic books such as Pooh, Alice in Wonderland,
and The Secret Garden, to modern works including
Harry Potter and the Twilight series, thisVery Short
Introduction provides an overview of the history of
children's literature as it has developed in English, whilst
at the same time introducing key debates, developments,
and figures in the field. Raising questions about what
shape the future of literature for children should take,
and exploring the crossover with adult fiction, Reynolds
shows that writing for children - whether on page or
screen - has participated in shaping and directing ideas
about culture, society and childhood. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

This stimulating Very Short Introduction to music
invites us to really think about music and the values
and qualities we ascribe to it. The world teems with
different kinds of music-traditional, folk, classical,
jazz, rock, pop-and each
type of music tends to
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come with its own way of thinking. Drawing on a
wealth of accessible examples ranging from
Beethoven to Chinese zither music, Nicholas Cook
attempts to provide a framework for thinking about
all music. By examining the personal, social, and
cultural values that music embodies, the book
reveals the shortcomings of traditional conceptions
of music, and sketches a more inclusive approach
emphasizing the role of performers and listeners.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Mary Beard is one of the world's best-known
classicists - a brilliant academic, with a rare gift for
communicating with a wide audience both though
her TV presenting and her books. In a series of
sparkling essays, she explores our rich classical
heritage - from Greek drama to Roman jokes,
introducing some larger-than-life characters of
classical history, such as Alexander the Great, Nero
and Boudicca. She invites you into the places where
Greeks and Romans lived and died, from the palace
at Knossos to Cleopatra's Alexandria - and reveals
the often hidden world of slaves. She takes a fresh
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look at both scholarly controversies and popular
interpretations of the ancient world, from The Golden
Bough to Asterix. The fruit of over thirty years in the
world of classical scholarship, Confronting the
Classics captures the world of antiquity and its
modern significance with wit, verve and scholarly
expertise.
William Allan's Very Short Introduction provides a
concise and lively guide to the major authors,
genres, and periods of classical literature. Drawing
upon a wealth of material, he reveals just what
makes the 'classics' such masterpieces and why
they continue to influence and fascinate today.
The Roman Empire was a remarkable achievement.
With a population of sixty million people, it encircled
the Mediterranean and stretched from northern
England to North Africa and Syria. This Very Short
Introduction covers the history of the empire at its
height, looking at its people, religions and social
structures. It explains how it deployed violence,
'romanisation', and tactical power to develop an
astonishingly uniform culture from Rome to its
furthest outreaches.
An exploration of the concept of "nothing" journeys
from ancient ideas and cultural traditions to the latest
scientific research, discussing the history of the
vacuum, theories on the nature of time and space,
and other discoveries.
From Zeus and Europa, to Diana, Pan, and
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Prometheus, the myths of ancient Greece and Rome
seem to exert a timeless power over us. But what do
those myths represent, and why are they so
enduringly fascinating? Why do they seem to be
such a potent way of talking about our selves, our
origins, and our desires? This imaginative and
stimulating Very Short Introduction goes beyond a
simple retelling of the stories to explore the rich
history and diverse interpretations of classical myths.
It is a wide-ranging account, examining how classical
myths are used and understood in both high art and
popular culture, taking the reader from the temples
of Crete to skyscrapers in New York, and finding
classical myths in a variety of unexpected places:
from arabic poetry and Hollywood films, to
psychoanalysis, the bible, and New Age spiritualism.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Law underlies our society - it protects our rights,
imposes duties on each of us, and establishes a
framework for the conduct of almost every social,
political, and economic activity. The punishment of
crime, compensation of the injured, and the
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enforcement of contracts are merely some of the
tasks of a modern legal system. It also strives to
achieve justice, promote freedom, and protect our
security. The result is a system that, while it touches
all of our daily lives, is properly understood by only a
few, with its impenetrable jargon, obsolete
procedures, and interminable stream of Byzantine
statutes and judgments of the courts. This clear,
jargon-free Very Short Introduction aims to redress
that balance, as it introduces the essentials of law
and legal systems in a lively, accessible, and
stimulating manner. Explaining the main concepts,
terms, and processes of the legal system, it focuses
on the Western tradition (the common law and the
civil law), but also includes discussions of other legal
systems, such as customary law and Islamic law.
And it looks to the future too, as globalization and
rapid advances in technology place increasing strain
on our current legal system. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The history of decadent culture runs from ancient
Rome to nineteenth-century Paris, Victorian London,
fin de siecle Vienna, Weimar Berlin, and beyond.
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The decline of Rome provides the pattern for both
aesthetic and social decadence, a pattern that artists
and writers in the nineteenth century imitated,
emulated, parodied, and otherwise manipulated for
aesthetic gain. What begins as the moral
condemnation of modernity in mid-nineteenth
century France on the part of decadent authors such
as Charles Baudelaire ends up as the perverse
celebration of the pessimism that accompanies
imperial decline. This delight in decline informs the
rich canon of decadence that runs from Joris-Karl
Huysmans's A Rebours to Oscar Wilde's The Picture
of Dorian Gray, Aubrey Beardsley's drawings,
Gustav Klimt's paintings, and numerous other works.
In this Very Short Introduction, David Weir explores
the conflicting attitudes towards modernity present in
decadent culture by examining the difference
between aesthetic decadence--the excess of
artifice--and social decadence, which involves
excess in a variety of forms, whether perversely
pleasurable or gratuitously cruel. Such contrariness
between aesthetic and social decadence led some of
its practitioners to substitute art for life and to stress
the importance of taste over morality, a maneuver
with far-reaching consequences, especially as
decadence enters the realm of popular culture today.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
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These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
Starting with an examination of how historians work, this
"Very Short Introduction" aims to explore history in a general,
pithy, and accessible manner, rather than to delve into
specific periods.
Sweeping across two millennia and every literary genre,
acclaimed scholar and biographer Jonathan Bate provides a
dazzling introduction to English Literature. The focus is wide,
shifting from the birth of the novel and the brilliance of English
comedy to the deep Englishness of landscape poetry and the
ethnic diversity of Britain's Nobel literature laureates. It goes
on to provide a more in-depth analysis, with close readings
from an extraordinary scene in King Lear to a war poem by
Carol Ann Duffy, and a series of striking examples of how
literary texts change as they are transmitted from writer to
reader. The narrative embraces not only the major literary
movements such as Romanticism and Modernism, together
with the most influential authors including Chaucer, Donne,
Johnson, Wordsworth, Austen, Dickens and Woolf, but also
little-known stories such as the identity of the first English
woman poet to be honoured with a collected edition of her
works. Written with the flair and passion for which Jonathan
Bate has become renowned, this book is the perfect Very
Short Introduction for all readers and students of the
incomparable literary heritage of these islands. ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
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combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.
From before history was recorded to the present day, theatre
has been a major artistic form around the world. From
puppetry to mimes and street theatre, this complex art has
utilized all other art forms such as dance, literature, music,
painting, sculpture, and architecture. Every aspect of human
activity and human culture can be, and has been,
incorporated into the creation of theatre. In this Very Short
Introduction Marvin Carlson takes us through Ancient Greece
and Rome, to Medieval Japan and Europe, to America and
beyond, and looks at how the various forms of theatre have
been interpreted and enjoyed. Exploring the role that theatre
artists play — from the actor and director to the designer and
puppet-master, as well as the audience — this is an engaging
exploration of what theatre has meant, and still means, to
people of all ages at all times. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
From popular histories through to reworkings of classical
subject matter by contemporary poets, dramatists, and
novelists, the classical world and the masterpieces of its
literature continue to fascinate readers and audiences in a
huge variety of media. In this Very Short Introduction, William
Allan explores what the 'classics' are and why they continue
to shape our Western concepts of literature. Presenting a
range of material from both Greek and Latin literature, he
illustrates the variety and sophistication of these works, and
considers examples from all the major genres. Ideal for the
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general reader interested in works of classic literature, as well
as students at A-Level and University, this is a lively and lucid
guide to the major authors and literary forms of the ancient
period. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
From Zeus and Europa, to Diana, Pan, and Prometheus, the
myths of ancient Greece and Rome seem to exert a timeless
power over us. But what do those myths represent, and why
are they so enduringly fascinating? This imaginative and
stimulating Very Short Introduction goes beyond a simple
retelling of the stories to explore the rich history and diverse
interpretations of classical myths in both high art and popular
culture.
'I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death
your right to say it' This slogan, attributed to Voltaire, is
frequently quoted by defenders of free speech. Yet it is rare
to find anyone prepared to defend all expression in every
circumstance, especially if the views expressed incite
violence. So where do the limits lie? What is the real value of
free speech? Here, Nigel Warburton offers a concise guide to
important questions facing modern society about the value
and limits of free speech: Where should a civilized society
draw the line? Should we be free to offend other people's
religion? Are there good grounds for censoring pornography?
Has the Internet changed everything? This Very Short
Introduction is a thought-provoking, accessible, and up-todate examination of the liberal assumption that free speech is
worth preserving at any cost. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
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contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area.
These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in
a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The oceans are our planet's most distinctive and imposing
natural habitat. They cover 71 percent of its surface; support
a remarkably diverse and exquisitely adapted array of life
forms, from microscopic viruses, bacteria, and plankton to the
largest existing animals; and possess many of Earth's most
significant, intriguing, and inaccessible ecosystems. In an era
in which humans are significantly altering the global
environment, the oceans are undergoing rapid and profound
changes. The study of marine biology is thus taking on added
importance and urgency as people struggle to understand
and manage these changes to protect our marine
ecosystems. Healthy oceans produce half of the oxygen we
breathe; stabilize our climate; create ecosystems that protect
our coasts from storms; provide us with abundant food; and
host diverse organisms that provide us with natural products
for medicine and biotechnology. In this Very Short
Introduction, marine biologist Philip Mladenov provides an
accessible and up-to-date overview of marine biology,
offering a tour of marine life and marine processes that
ranges from the unimaginably abundant microscopic
organisms that drive the oceans' food web to the apex
predators that we exploit for food; from polar ocean
ecosystems to tropical coral reefs; and from the luxurious kelp
beds of the coastal ocean to deep-ocean hydrothermal vents
where life exists without the energy of the sun. Throughout
the book he considers the human impacts on marine life
including overfishing, plastic and nutrient pollution, the spread
of exotic species, and ocean warming and acidification. He
discusses the threats these pose to our welfare, and the
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actions required to put us on a path to a more sustainable
relationship with our oceans so that they can be restored and
protected for future generations. Mladenov concludes with a
new chapter offering an inspiring vision for the future of our
oceans in 2050 that can be realised if we are wise enough to
accelerate actions already underway and be bold with
implementing new approaches. The next decade will decide
the state of the oceans that we leave behind for future
generations. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocketsized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis,
perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
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