Read Online Black Hole Focus How Intelligent People Can Create A
Powerful Purpose For Their Lives

Black Hole Focus How Intelligent People Can Create
A Powerful Purpose For Their Lives
A provocative reimagining of the Canadian public service.
“A lively account . . . combines the derring-do of old-fashioned spycraft with thoughtful
meditations on the future of warfare and intelligence work. It deserves to be read.” —The
Washington Post “Offer[s] an exceptionally deep glimpse into the CIA’s counterterrorism
operations in the last decade of the twentieth century.” —Harper’s A legendary CIA spy and
counterterrorism expert tells the spellbinding story of his high-risk, action-packed career
Revelatory and groundbreaking, The Art of Intelligence will change the way people view the
CIA, domestic and foreign intelligence, and international terrorism. Henry A. “Hank” Crumpton,
a twenty-four-year veteran of the CIA’s Clandestine Service, offers a thrilling account that
delivers profound lessons about what it means to serve as an honorable spy. From CIA
recruiting missions in Africa to pioneering new programs like the UAV Predator, from running
post–9/11 missions in Afghanistan to heading up all clandestine CIA operations in the United
States, Crumpton chronicles his role—in the battlefield and in the Oval Office—in transforming
the way America wages war and sheds light on issues of domestic espionage.
"this book will show you how to develop your focus by being very selective with where you
spend your mental energy. If you've failed to reach an important goal because you were
distracted, misinformed, or overcommitted, then you know the role focus and selectivity play in
achievement. Second, you will learn how to stop allowing your happiness and success to be
dependent on other people and instead, start taking ownership over your life. Finally, you will
learn the art of changing your life through pragmatic decisions and actions. Self-improvement
is not the result of dramatic changes. Instead, science has shown that personal and
professional change is initiated and sustained by consistent, practical changes. To grow, you
must leverage the power of micro-decisions, personality responsibility, and mini-habits. Your
own biology will not let you improve your life in any other way"-#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NEWBERY MEDAL WINNER • NATIONAL BOOK
AWARD WINNER Dig deep in this award-winning, modern classic that will remind readers that
adventure is right around the corner--or just under your feet! Stanley Yelnats is under a curse.
A curse that began with his no-good-dirty-rotten-pig-stealing-great-great-grandfather and has
since followed generations of Yelnatses. Now Stanley has been unjustly sent to a boys’
detention center, Camp Green Lake, where the boys build character by spending all day, every
day digging holes exactly five feet wide and five feet deep. There is no lake at Camp Green
Lake. But there are an awful lot of holes. It doesn’t take long for Stanley to realize there’s
more than character improvement going on at Camp Green Lake. The boys are digging holes
because the warden is looking for something. But what could be buried under a dried-up lake?
Stanley tries to dig up the truth in this inventive and darkly humorous tale of crime and
punishment—and redemption. "A smart jigsaw puzzle of a novel." —New York Times *Includes a
double bonus: an excerpt from Small Steps, the follow-up to Holes, as well as an excerpt from
the New York Times bestseller Fuzzy Mud.
In 1974 a message was beamed towards the stars by the giant Arecibo telescope in Puerto
Rico, a brief blast of radio waves designed to alert extraterrestrial civilisations to our existence.
Of course, we don't know if such civilisations really exist. For the past six decades a small
cadre of researchers have been on a quest to find out, as part of SETI, the search for
extraterrestrial intelligence. So far, SETI has found no evidence of extraterrestrial life, but with
more than a hundred billion stars in our Galaxy alone to search, the odds of quick success are
stacked against us. The silence from the stars is prompting some researchers, inspired by the
Arecibo transmission, to transmit more messages into space, in an effort to provoke a
Page 1/12

Read Online Black Hole Focus How Intelligent People Can Create A
Powerful Purpose For Their Lives
response from any civilisations out there that might otherwise be staying quiet. However, the
act of transmitting raises troubling questions about the process of contact. We look for qualities
such as altruism and intelligence in extraterrestrial life, but what do these mean to humankind?
Can civilisations survive in the Universe long enough for us to detect them, and what can their
existence, or lack thereof, reveal to us about our future prospects? Can we learn something
about our own history when we explore what happens when two civilisations come into
contact? Finally, do the answers tell us that it is safe to transmit, even though we know nothing
about extraterrestrial life, or as Stephen Hawking argued, are we placing humanity in jeopardy
by doing so? In The Contact Paradox, author Keith Cooper looks at how far SETI has come
since its modest beginnings, and where it is going, by speaking to the leading names in the
field and beyond. SETI forces us to confront our nature in a way that we seldom have before –
where did we come from, where are we going, and who are we in the cosmic context of things?
This book considers the assumptions that we make in our search for extraterrestrial life, and
explores how those assumptions can teach us about ourselves.
When you journey through the castles rooms with the main charactersEmma and Titus,
Isabella and Zeb, Olivia and Oliveryoull discover how you, too, can become one of the greatest
love stories ever told. After all these years of humans walking around on earth, the statistics
remains the same: 50 percent divorce and another 40 percent do not have the kind of marriage
they wish for their kids. Only about 10 percent are living an authentic happily ever after. How
the 10 percenters got there is what youll discover inside the couples castle. They know what
drives relationships in todays world is rapidly changing. The old days of treating the wedding
ceremony with pixie dust and the be-all and end-all and providing four walls and a roof with
dinner served promptly at 5:00 p.m. arent enough anymore. They want more... because theres
more to be had. This book offers the relationship blueprint to experience the ultimate
relationship, find the love of your life, and make your marriage a masterpieceall within a fun
and fast-paced narrative. Join the books couples in their race through the castles rooms to find
a real happily ever after and discover all thats possible for you.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “Provocative and thrilling ... Loeb asks us to
think big and to expect the unexpected.” —Alan Lightman, New York Times bestselling author
of Einstein’s Dreams and Searching for Stars on an Island in Maine Harvard’s top astronomer
lays out his controversial theory that our solar system was recently visited by advanced alien
technology from a distant star. In late 2017, scientists at a Hawaiian observatory glimpsed an
object soaring through our inner solar system, moving so quickly that it could only have come
from another star. Avi Loeb, Harvard’s top astronomer, showed it was not an asteroid; it was
moving too fast along a strange orbit, and left no trail of gas or debris in its wake. There was
only one conceivable explanation: the object was a piece of advanced technology created by a
distant alien civilization. In Extraterrestrial, Loeb takes readers inside the thrilling story of the
first interstellar visitor to be spotted in our solar system. He outlines his controversial theory
and its profound implications: for science, for religion, and for the future of our species and our
planet. A mind-bending journey through the furthest reaches of science, space-time, and the
human imagination, Extraterrestrial challenges readers to aim for the stars—and to think
critically about what’s out there, no matter how strange it seems.
In this fascinating book, New Yorker business columnist James Surowiecki explores a
deceptively simple idea: Large groups of people are smarter than an elite few, no matter how
brilliant—better at solving problems, fostering innovation, coming to wise decisions, even
predicting the future. With boundless erudition and in delightfully clear prose, Surowiecki
ranges across fields as diverse as popular culture, psychology, ant biology, behavioral
economics, artificial intelligence, military history, and politics to show how this simple idea
offers important lessons for how we live our lives, select our leaders, run our companies, and
think about our world.
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From the inventor of the PalmPilot comes a new and compelling theory of intelligence,
brain function, and the future of intelligent machines Jeff Hawkins, the man who created
the PalmPilot, Treo smart phone, and other handheld devices, has reshaped our
relationship to computers. Now he stands ready to revolutionize both neuroscience and
computing in one stroke, with a new understanding of intelligence itself. Hawkins
develops a powerful theory of how the human brain works, explaining why computers
are not intelligent and how, based on this new theory, we can finally build intelligent
machines. The brain is not a computer, but a memory system that stores experiences in
a way that reflects the true structure of the world, remembering sequences of events
and their nested relationships and making predictions based on those memories. It is
this memory-prediction system that forms the basis of intelligence, perception,
creativity, and even consciousness. In an engaging style that will captivate audiences
from the merely curious to the professional scientist, Hawkins shows how a clear
understanding of how the brain works will make it possible for us to build intelligent
machines, in silicon, that will exceed our human ability in surprising ways. Written with
acclaimed science writer Sandra Blakeslee, On Intelligence promises to completely
transfigure the possibilities of the technology age. It is a landmark book in its scope and
clarity.
This book constitutes the Proceedings of the Computational Intelligence in Information
Systems conference (CIIS 2016), held in Brunei, November 18–20, 2016. The CIIS
conference provides a platform for researchers to exchange the latest ideas and to
present new research advances in general areas related to computational intelligence
and its applications. The 26 revised full papers presented in this book have been
carefully selected from 62 submissions. They cover a wide range of topics and
application areas in computational intelligence and informatics.
“Alive with intensity, gut-wrenching honesty, moments of humor, and—of course—heart.
Not to be missed.”—Nova Ren Suma, author of Imaginary Girls and The Walls Around
Us A stunning novel about the transformative power of love, perfect for fans of Jay
Asher and Laurie Halse Anderson. Sixteen-year-old physics nerd Aysel is obsessed
with plotting her own death. With a mother who can barely look at her without wincing,
classmates who whisper behind her back, and a father whose violent crime rocked her
small town, Aysel is ready to turn her potential energy into nothingness. There’s only
one problem: she’s not sure she has the courage to do it alone. But once she
discovers a website with a section called Suicide Partners, Aysel’s convinced she’s
found her solution—Roman, a teenage boy who’s haunted by a family tragedy, is
looking for a partner. Even though Aysel and Roman have nothing in common, they
slowly start to fill in each other’s broken lives. But as their suicide pact becomes more
concrete, Aysel begins to question whether she really wants to go through with it.
Ultimately, she must choose between wanting to die or trying to convince Roman to live
so they can discover the potential of their energy together.
One teenager in a skirt. One teenager with a lighter. One moment that changes both of
their lives forever. If it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have
met. Both were high school students from Oakland, California, one of the most diverse
cities in the country, but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the
middle-class foothills and attended a small private school. Richard, a black teen, lived
in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a large public one. Each day, their paths
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overlapped for a mere eight minutes. But one afternoon on the bus ride home from
school, a single reckless act left Sasha severely burned, and Richard charged with two
hate crimes and facing life imprisonment. The 57 Bus is Dashka Slater's true account of
the case that garnered international attention and thrust both teenagers into the
spotlight.
“Startling in scope and bravado.” —Janet Maslin, The New York Times “Artfully
envisions a breathtakingly better world.” —Los Angeles Times “Elaborate, smart and
persuasive.” —The Boston Globe “A pleasure to read.” —The Wall Street Journal One of
CBS News’s Best Fall Books of 2005 • Among St Louis Post-Dispatch’s Best
Nonfiction Books of 2005 • One of Amazon.com’s Best Science Books of 2005 A
radical and optimistic view of the future course of human development from the
bestselling author of How to Create a Mind and The Singularity is Nearer who Bill Gates
calls “the best person I know at predicting the future of artificial intelligence” For over
three decades, Ray Kurzweil has been one of the most respected and provocative
advocates of the role of technology in our future. In his classic The Age of Spiritual
Machines, he argued that computers would soon rival the full range of human
intelligence at its best. Now he examines the next step in this inexorable evolutionary
process: the union of human and machine, in which the knowledge and skills
embedded in our brains will be combined with the vastly greater capacity, speed, and
knowledge-sharing ability of our creations.
This book identifies eight key mechanisms that can transform a set of ideas into a
psychological flytrap. The author suggests that, like the black holes of outer space, from
which nothing, not even light, can escape, our contemporary cultural landscape
contains numerous intellectual black-holes—belief systems constructed in such a way
that unwary passers-by can similarly find themselves drawn in. While such self-sealing
bubbles of belief will most easily trap the gullible or poorly educated, even the most
intelligent and educated of us are potentially vulnerable. Some of the world’s greatest
thinkers have fallen in, never to escape. This witty, insightful critique will help immunize
readers against the wiles of cultists, religious and political zealots, conspiracy theorists,
promoters of flaky alternative medicines, and others by clearly setting out the tricks of
the trade by which such insidious belief systems are created and maintained.
"The most important book on AI this year." --The Guardian "Mr. Russell's exciting book
goes deep, while sparkling with dry witticisms." --The Wall Street Journal "The most
important book I have read in quite some time" (Daniel Kahneman); "A must-read" (Max
Tegmark); "The book we've all been waiting for" (Sam Harris) A leading artificial
intelligence researcher lays out a new approach to AI that will enable us to coexist
successfully with increasingly intelligent machines In the popular imagination,
superhuman artificial intelligence is an approaching tidal wave that threatens not just
jobs and human relationships, but civilization itself. Conflict between humans and
machines is seen as inevitable and its outcome all too predictable. In this
groundbreaking book, distinguished AI researcher Stuart Russell argues that this
scenario can be avoided, but only if we rethink AI from the ground up. Russell begins
by exploring the idea of intelligence in humans and in machines. He describes the nearterm benefits we can expect, from intelligent personal assistants to vastly accelerated
scientific research, and outlines the AI breakthroughs that still have to happen before
we reach superhuman AI. He also spells out the ways humans are already finding to
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misuse AI, from lethal autonomous weapons to viral sabotage. If the predicted
breakthroughs occur and superhuman AI emerges, we will have created entities far
more powerful than ourselves. How can we ensure they never, ever, have power over
us? Russell suggests that we can rebuild AI on a new foundation, according to which
machines are designed to be inherently uncertain about the human preferences they
are required to satisfy. Such machines would be humble, altruistic, and committed to
pursue our objectives, not theirs. This new foundation would allow us to create
machines that are provably deferential and provably beneficial.
Your planner has been intentionally put to together, as a tool to inspire you in becoming
an active participant in your life, a way in which you can plan, be mindful and execute
your goals using a practical resource. It is a planner which encourages you to look at all
areas of your life and will empower to you pay attention where needed, plan efficiently
and celebrate your growth. Your planner is filled with ‘BIG conversations with self’,
exercises that will allow you to self reflect and other little nuggets that will add to your
motivation and inspire you to be the change that you would like to see in all of mankind
and the universe. Your planner was written from a high energy field and a place of
authenticity and I hope you enjoy using your planner as much as I have enjoyed putting
it together! I am faithful that your planner will encourage you to BE UNLIMITEDLY
BOLD and ‘begin or continue to Walk In Your Purpose with INTEGRITY ’ If used
correctly, you will be required to carry a pen/pencil with you at all times!!
Artificial intelligence (AI) is a field within computer science that is attempting to build enhanced
intelligence into computer systems. This book traces the history of the subject, from the early
dreams of eighteenth-century (and earlier) pioneers to the more successful work of today's AI
engineers. AI is becoming more and more a part of everyone's life. The technology is already
embedded in face-recognizing cameras, speech-recognition software, Internet search engines,
and health-care robots, among other applications. The book's many diagrams and easy-tounderstand descriptions of AI programs will help the casual reader gain an understanding of
how these and other AI systems actually work. Its thorough (but unobtrusive) end-of-chapter
notes containing citations to important source materials will be of great use to AI scholars and
researchers. This book promises to be the definitive history of a field that has captivated the
imaginations of scientists, philosophers, and writers for centuries.
"...an absurdly motivating book." –A.J. Jacobs, New York Times bestselling author Don’t get
stuck on a career path you have no passion for. Don’t waste your intelligence on something
that doesn’t really mean anything more to you than a paycheck. Let Isaiah Hankel help you
define a focus so powerful that everything in your life will be pulled towards it. Create your
purpose and change your life. Be focused. Be fulfilled. Be successful. Black Hole Focus has
been endorsed by top names in business, entrepreneurship, and academia, including 4 times
New York Times bestseller AJ Jacobs and Harvard Medical School Postdoc Director Dr. Jim
Gould. The book is broken up into 3 different sections; the first section shows you why you
need a purpose in life, the second section shows you how to find your new purpose, and the
third section shows you how to achieve your goals when facing adversity. In this book, you will
learn: How to understand what you really want in life and how to get it Why people with a
powerful purpose live to 100 How to rapidly improve focus and change your life using the
secret techniques of an international memory champion How people like Jim Carrey, Oprah
Winfrey, and J.K. Rowling transformed pain into purpose How to start a business by avoiding
willpower depletion and the life hack lie Black Hole Focus includes exclusive case studies from
medical practitioners, research scientists, lawyers, corporate executives and small business
owners who have used the techniques described in this book to achieve massive success in
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their own lives. About the Author: Dr. Hankel is an internationally recognized expert in the
biotechnology industry and prolific public speaker. He's given over 250 seminars in 22 different
countries while working with many of the world's most respected companies and institutions,
including Harvard University, Oxford University, Roche Pharmaceuticals, Eli Lilly & Company,
Baxter International and Pfizer. Dr. Hankel uses the science of purpose and the principles of
entrepreneurship to help people achieve their biggest goals.
A philosopher dons a wet suit and journeys into the depths of consciousness in Other Minds
Although mammals and birds are widely regarded as the smartest creatures on earth, it has
lately become clear that a very distant branch of the tree of life has also sprouted higher
intelligence: the cephalopods, consisting of the squid, the cuttlefish, and above all the octopus.
In captivity, octopuses have been known to identify individual human keepers, raid neighboring
tanks for food, turn off lightbulbs by spouting jets of water, plug drains, and make daring
escapes. How is it that a creature with such gifts evolved through an evolutionary lineage so
radically distant from our own? What does it mean that evolution built minds not once but at
least twice? The octopus is the closest we will come to meeting an intelligent alien. What can
we learn from the encounter? In Other Minds, Peter Godfrey-Smith, a distinguished
philosopher of science and a skilled scuba diver, tells a bold new story of how subjective
experience crept into being—how nature became aware of itself. As Godfrey-Smith stresses, it
is a story that largely occurs in the ocean, where animals first appeared. Tracking the mind’s
fitful development, Godfrey-Smith shows how unruly clumps of seaborne cells began living
together and became capable of sensing, acting, and signaling. As these primitive organisms
became more entangled with others, they grew more complicated. The first nervous systems
evolved, probably in ancient relatives of jellyfish; later on, the cephalopods, which began as
inconspicuous mollusks, abandoned their shells and rose above the ocean floor, searching for
prey and acquiring the greater intelligence needed to do so. Taking an independent route,
mammals and birds later began their own evolutionary journeys. But what kind of intelligence
do cephalopods possess? Drawing on the latest scientific research and his own scuba-diving
adventures, Godfrey-Smith probes the many mysteries that surround the lineage. How did the
octopus, a solitary creature with little social life, become so smart? What is it like to have eight
tentacles that are so packed with neurons that they virtually “think for themselves”? What
happens when some octopuses abandon their hermit-like ways and congregate, as they do in
a unique location off the coast of Australia? By tracing the question of inner life back to its roots
and comparing human beings with our most remarkable animal relatives, Godfrey-Smith casts
crucial new light on the octopus mind—and on our own.
"Fascinating.... Lays a foundation for understanding human history."—Bill Gates In this "artful,
informative, and delightful" (William H. McNeill, New York Review of Books) book, Jared
Diamond convincingly argues that geographical and environmental factors shaped the modern
world. Societies that had had a head start in food production advanced beyond the huntergatherer stage, and then developed religion --as well as nasty germs and potent weapons of
war --and adventured on sea and land to conquer and decimate preliterate cultures. A major
advance in our understanding of human societies, Guns, Germs, and Steel chronicles the way
that the modern world came to be and stunningly dismantles racially based theories of human
history. Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, the Phi Beta Kappa Award in Science, the Rhone-Poulenc
Prize, and the Commonwealth club of California's Gold Medal.
When It's Smart to Say No Nearly every week we read about a tragedy or scandal that could
have been prevented if individuals had said no to ill-advised or illegitimate orders. In this timely
book, Ira Chaleff explores when and how to disobey inappropriate orders, reduce unacceptable
risk, and find better ways to achieve legitimate goals. The inspiration for the book, and its title,
comes from the concept of intelligent disobedience used in guide dog training. Guide dogs
must recognize and resist a command that would put their human and themselves at risk and
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identify safer options for achieving the goal. This is precisely what Chaleff helps humans do.
Using both deeply disturbing and uplifting examples, as well as critical but largely forgotten
research, he shows how to create a culture where, rather than “just following orders,” people
hold themselves accountable to do the right thing, always.
This book introduces the concept of Intelligent Buildings to the wider construction community.
Edited by the Father of Intelligent Buildings, Derek Clements-Croome, the book explains that
intelligent buildings should be sustainable, healthy, technologically aware, meet the needs of
occupants and business, and should be flexible and adaptable to deal with change. This
means the processes of planning, design, construction, commissioning and facilities
management including post-occupancy evaluation are all important. Buildings comprise many
systems devised by many people and yet the relationship between buildings and people can
only work satisfactorily if there is an integrated team with a holistic vision.
A guide for grad students and academics who want to find fulfilling careers outside higher
education. With the academic job market in crisis, 'Leaving Academia' helps grad students and
academics in any scholarly field find satisfying careers beyond higher education. The book
offers invaluable advice to visiting and adjunct instructors ready to seek new opportunities, to
scholars caught in "tenure-trap" jobs, to grad students interested in nonacademic work, and to
committed academics who want to support their students and contingent colleagues more
effectively. Providing clear, concrete ways to move forward at each stage of your career
change, even when the going gets tough, 'Leaving Academia' is both realistic and hopeful.
New York Times Best Seller How will Artificial Intelligence affect crime, war, justice, jobs,
society and our very sense of being human? The rise of AI has the potential to transform our
future more than any other technology—and there’s nobody better qualified or situated to
explore that future than Max Tegmark, an MIT professor who’s helped mainstream research
on how to keep AI beneficial. How can we grow our prosperity through automation without
leaving people lacking income or purpose? What career advice should we give today’s kids?
How can we make future AI systems more robust, so that they do what we want without
crashing, malfunctioning or getting hacked? Should we fear an arms race in lethal autonomous
weapons? Will machines eventually outsmart us at all tasks, replacing humans on the job
market and perhaps altogether? Will AI help life flourish like never before or give us more
power than we can handle? What sort of future do you want? This book empowers you to join
what may be the most important conversation of our time. It doesn’t shy away from the full
range of viewpoints or from the most controversial issues—from superintelligence to meaning,
consciousness and the ultimate physical limits on life in the cosmos.

New York Times Bestseller An exciting--and encouraging--exploration of creativity from
the author of When: The Scientific Secrets of Perfect Timing The future belongs to a
different kind of person with a different kind of mind: artists, inventors, storytellerscreative and holistic "right-brain" thinkers whose abilities mark the fault line between
who gets ahead and who doesn't. Drawing on research from around the world, Pink
(author of To Sell Is Human: The Surprising Truth About Motivating Others) outlines the
six fundamentally human abilities that are absolute essentials for professional success
and personal fulfillment--and reveals how to master them. A Whole New Mind takes
readers to a daring new place, and a provocative and necessary new way of thinking
about a future that's already here.
Looks at the discovery of the true nature and immense size of the universe, tracing the
decades of work done by a select group of scientists to make it possible.
Computational Intelligence and Its Applications in Healthcare presents rapidly growing
applications of computational intelligence for healthcare systems, including intelligent
synthetic characters, man-machine interface, menu generators, user acceptance
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analysis, pictures archiving, and communication systems. Computational intelligence is
the study of the design of intelligent agents, which are systems that act intelligently:
they do what they think are appropriate for their circumstances and goals; they're
flexible to changing environments and goals; they learn from experience; and they
make appropriate choices given perceptual limitations and finite computation.
Computational intelligence paradigms offer many advantages in maintaining and
enhancing the field of healthcare. Provides coverage of fuzzy logic, neural networks,
evolutionary computation, learning theory, probabilistic methods, telemedicine, and
robotics applications Includes coverage of artificial intelligence and biological
applications, soft computing, image and signal processing, and genetic algorithms
Presents the latest developments in computational methods in healthcare Bridges the
gap between obsolete literature and current literature
Provides an insider's view of how the massive black hole was discovered at the
Galactic Center.
“In science fiction there is only a handful of books that stretch the mind—and this is one
of them.”—Arthur C. Clarke In a moving story of sacrifice and triumph, human scientists
establish a relationship with intelligent lifeforms—the cheela—living on Dragon’s Egg, a
neutron star where one Earth hour is equivalent to hundreds of their years. The cheela
culturally evolve from savagery to the discovery of science, and for a brief time, men
are their diligent teachers. Praise for Dragon’s Egg “Bob Forward writes in the tradition
of Hal Clement’s Mission of Gravity and carries it a giant step (how else?)
forward.”—Isaac Asimov “Dragon’s Egg is superb. I couldn’t have written it; it required
too much real physics.”—Larry Niven “This is one for the real science-fiction
fan.”—Frank Herbert “Robert L. Forward tells a good story and asks a profound
question. If we run into a race of creatures who live a hundred years while we live an
hour, what can they say to us or we to them?”—Freeman J. Dyson “Forward has
impeccable scientific credentials, and . . . big, original, speculative ideas.”—The
Washington Post
Stephen Hawking was recognized as one of the greatest minds of our time and a figure
of inspiration after defying his ALS diagnosis at age twenty-one. He is known for both
his breakthroughs in theoretical physics as well as his ability to make complex concepts
accessible for all, and was beloved for his mischievous sense of humor. At the time of
his death, Hawking was working on a final project: a book compiling his answers to the
"big" questions that he was so often posed--questions that ranged beyond his academic
field. Within these pages, he provides his personal views on our biggest challenges as
a human race, and where we, as a planet, are heading next. Each section will be
introduced by a leading thinker offering his or her own insight into Professor Hawking's
contribution to our understanding. The book will also feature a foreword from Academy
Award winning actor Eddie Redmayne, who portrayed Hawking in the film The Theory
of Everything, and an afterword by Hawking's daughter, Lucy Hawking, as well as
personal photographs and additional archival material.
For Readers of Michio Kaku and Stephen Hawking, an Epic Journey through the
Intelligent Universe With the ongoing advancement of AI and other technologies, our
world is becoming increasingly intelligent. From chatbots to innovations in braincomputer interfaces to the possibility of superintelligences leading to the Singularity
later this century, our reality is being transformed before our eyes. This is commonly
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seen as the natural result of progress, but what if there’s more to it than that? What if
intelligence is an inevitability, an underlying property of the universe? In Future Minds,
Richard Yonck challenges our assumptions about intelligence—what it is, how it came to
exist, its place in the development of life on Earth and possibly throughout the cosmos.
Taking a Big History perspective—over the 14 billion years from the Big Bang to the
present and beyond—he draws on recent developments in physics and complexity
theory to explore the questions: Why do pockets of increased complexity develop,
giving rise to life, intelligence, and civilization? How will it grow and change throughout
this century, transforming both technology and humanity? As we expand outward from
our planet, will we discover other forms of intelligence, or will we conclude we are
destined to go it alone? Any way we look at it, the nature of intelligence in the universe
is becoming a central concern for humanity. Ours. Theirs. And everything in between.
Emotional Intelligence was an international phenomenon, appearing on the New York
Times bestseller list for over a year and selling more than five million copies worldwide.
Now, once again, Daniel Goleman has written a groundbreaking synthesis of the latest
findings in biology and brain science, revealing that we are “wired to connect” and the
surprisingly deep impact of our relationships on every aspect of our lives. Far more than
we are consciously aware, our daily encounters with parents, spouses, bosses, and
even strangers shape our brains and affect cells throughout our bodies—down to the
level of our genes—for good or ill. In Social Intelligence, Daniel Goleman explores an
emerging new science with startling implications for our interpersonal world. Its most
fundamental discovery: we are designed for sociability, constantly engaged in a “neural
ballet” that connects us brain to brain with those around us. Our reactions to others,
and theirs to us, have a far-reaching biological impact, sending out cascades of
hormones that regulate everything from our hearts to our immune systems, making
good relationships act like vitamins—and bad relationships like poisons. We can “catch”
other people’s emotions the way we catch a cold, and the consequences of isolation or
relentless social stress can be life-shortening. Goleman explains the surprising
accuracy of first impressions, the basis of charisma and emotional power, the
complexity of sexual attraction, and how we detect lies. He describes the “dark side” of
social intelligence, from narcissism to Machiavellianism and psychopathy. He also
reveals our astonishing capacity for “mindsight,” as well as the tragedy of those, like
autistic children, whose mindsight is impaired. Is there a way to raise our children to be
happy? What is the basis of a nourishing marriage? How can business leaders and
teachers inspire the best in those they lead and teach? How can groups divided by
prejudice and hatred come to live together in peace? The answers to these questions
may not be as elusive as we once thought. And Goleman delivers his most heartening
news with powerful conviction: we humans have a built-in bias toward empathy,
cooperation, and altruism–provided we develop the social intelligence to nurture these
capacities in ourselves and others.

A half century ago, a shocking Washington Post headline claimed that the world
began in five cataclysmic minutes rather than having existed for all time; a
skeptical scientist dubbed the maverick theory the Big Bang. In this amazingly
comprehensible history of the universe, Simon Singh decodes the mystery
behind the Big Bang theory, lading us through the development of one of the
most extraordinary, important, and awe-inspiring theories in science.
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“A concise, insightful and sophisticated guide to maintaining humane values in
an age of new machines.”—The New York Times Book Review “While we need
to rewrite the rules of the twenty-first-century economy, Kevin’s book is a great
look at how people can do this on a personal level to always put humanity
first.”—Andrew Yang You are being automated. After decades of hype and sci-fi
fantasies, artificial intelligence is leaping out of research labs and into the center
of our lives. Automation doesn’t just threaten our jobs. It shapes our entire
human experience, with AI and algorithms influencing the TV shows we watch,
the music we listen to, the beliefs we hold, and the relationships we form. And
while the age-old debate over whether automation will destroy jobs rages on, an
even more important question is being ignored: How can we be happy,
successful humans in a world that is increasingly built by and for machines? In
Futureproof: 9 Rules for Humans in the Age of Automation, New York Times
technology columnist Kevin Roose lays out a hopeful, pragmatic vision for how
we can thrive in the age of AI and automation. He shares the secrets of people
and organizations that have survived previous waves of technological change,
and explains what skills are necessary to stay ahead of today’s intelligent
machines, with lessons like • Be surprising, social, and scarce. • Resist machine
drift. • Leave handprints. • Demote your devices. • Treat AI like a chimp army.
Roose rejects the conventional wisdom that in order to succeed in the AI age, we
have to become more like machines ourselves—hyper-efficient, data-driven
workhorses. Instead, he says, we should focus on being more human, and doing
the kinds of creative, inspiring, and meaningful things even the most advanced
robots can’t do.
Intelligence That Comes from the Heart Every parent knows the importance of
equipping children with the intellectual skills they need to succeed in school and
life. But children also need to master their emotions. Raising an Emotionally
Intelligent Child is a guide to teaching children to understand and regulate their
emotional world. And as acclaimed psychologist and researcher John Gottman
shows, once they master this important life skill, emotionally intelligent children
will enjoy increased self-confidence, greater physical health, better performance
in school, and healthier social relationships. Raising an Emotionally Intelligent
Child will equip parents with a five-step "emotion coaching" process that teaches
how to: * Be aware of a child's emotions * Recognize emotional expression as an
opportunity for intimacy and teaching * Listen empathetically and validate a
child's feelings * Label emotions in words a child can understand * Help a child
come up with an appropriate way to solve a problem or deal with an upsetting
issue or situation Written for parents of children of all ages, Raising an
Emotionally Intelligent Child will enrich the bonds between parent and child and
contribute immeasurably to the development of a generation of emotionally
healthy adults.
In this age of social media attacks, broken commitments, and rampant corruption,
a high emotional intelligence quotient, or EQ, is more important than ever. Justin
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Bariso brings the concept of emotional intelligence up to date and into the real
world, combining scientific research with high-profile examples and personal
stories. EQ, Applied teaches you how to channel your strongest feelings in a way
that helps, not harms you--or others--enabling you to break down barriers and
improve the quality of your relationships. You'll learn how thoughts and habits
affect emotions, and how to replace bad habits with healthier ones. You'll see
why even negative feedback is a gift, and when being empathetic can actually
get you into trouble. Finally, you'll learn how people can use your emotions to
manipulate you, and how you can guard yourself against such attempts, leading
to greater mental and emotional strength. EQ, Applied gives you a set of practical
tools and exercises that inspire you to be more helpful, move past resentment,
and develop your more authentic self. By increasing your knowledge about
emotions, you'll better understand yourself and make wiser decisions. It's time to
put your emotions to work.
The Heinemann Plays series offers contemporary drama and classic plays in
durable classroom editions. Many have large casts and an equal mix of boy and
girl parts. This play is a dramatization of Daniel Keyes's story about a retarded
adult who desperately wants to be able to read and write.
The hidden costs of artificial intelligence, from natural resources and labor to
privacy and freedom What happens when artificial intelligence saturates political
life and depletes the planet? How is AI shaping our understanding of ourselves
and our societies? In this book Kate Crawford reveals how this planetary network
is fueling a shift toward undemocratic governance and increased inequality.
Drawing on more than a decade of research, award-winning science, and
technology, Crawford reveals how AI is a technology of extraction: from the
energy and minerals needed to build and sustain its infrastructure, to the
exploited workers behind "automated" services, to the data AI collects from us.
Rather than taking a narrow focus on code and algorithms, Crawford offers us a
political and a material perspective on what it takes to make artificial intelligence
and where it goes wrong. While technical systems present a veneer of objectivity,
they are always systems of power. This is an urgent account of what is at stake
as technology companies use artificial intelligence to reshape the world.
What happens when something is sucked into a black hole? Does it disappear?
Three decades ago, a young physicist named Stephen Hawking claimed it didand in doing so put at risk everything we know about physics and the
fundamental laws of the universe. Most scientists didn't recognize the import of
Hawking's claims, but Leonard Susskind and Gerard t'Hooft realized the threat,
and responded with a counterattack that changed the course of physics. THE
BLACK HOLE WAR is the thrilling story of their united effort to reconcile
Hawking's revolutionary theories of black holes with their own sense of realityeffort that would eventually result in Hawking admitting he was wrong, paying up,
and Susskind and t'Hooft realizing that our world is a hologram projected from the
outer boundaries of space. A brilliant book about modern physics, quantum
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mechanics, the fate of stars and the deep mysteries of black holes, Leonard
Susskind's account of the Black Hole War is mind-bending and exhilarating
reading.
A Hugo award-winning Novel! “Vinge is one of the best visionary writers of SF
today.” —David Brin Thirty-Thousand years before A Fire Upon the Deep,
humans stand on the verge of first contact with an alien race. Two human
groups: the Qeng Ho, a culture of free traders, and the Emergents, a ruthless
society based on the technological enslavement of minds. The group that opens
trade with the aliens will reap unimaginable riches. But first, both groups must
wait at the aliens' very doorstep for their strange star to relight and for their planet
to reawaken, as it does every two hundred and fifty years. More than just a great
science fiction adventure, A Deepness in the Sky is a universal drama of
courage, self-discovery, and the redemptive power of love. Tor books by Vernor
Vinge Realtime/Bobble Series The Peace War Marooned in Realtime Other
Novels The Witling Tatja Grimm's World Rainbows End Collections Collected
Stories of Vernor Vinge True Names At the Publisher's request, this title is being
sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
Copyright: 339c69988959d1609d6e54975a84225a

Page 12/12

Copyright : epstone.net

